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God blessyou in the name of our Lord Jesus Chrigt,
the King of kings.

So much has occurred in the four months that have
passed sincethelast issueof theVine & Branchesnews-
letter. In March, | presented “ That the Church May Re-
caive Edifying” in Svansea, Wdes. In April, | had the
blessng of teaching a Sunday fellowship in Talahassee,
Florida. In May, | presented “If Ye Do These Things,
YeShdl Never Fdl” in Ssden, Switzerland. At theend
of that month, | wasaguest Soesker a the Liberty House
of Prayer in Independence, Louisana. In June, onroute
to Greece, | taught at ahome fellowship in the Nether-
lands. Then | presented “ That the Church May Receive
Edifying” in Thassos, Greece, and “If Ye Do These
Things, Ye Shdl Never Fdl” in Thessdloniki. In duly, |
presented “That the Church May Recelve Edifying” in
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, and next week | head out for
Langng, Michigan, for another presentation of thet dlass.

By the grace and mercy of God, these were dl joy-
ous occasions to the glory of God and the furtherance
of the Gospd of Jesus Chrigt. | want to thank al the
people who helped make these events possible: in
Wades Cal and Vivienne Roberts, in Tdlahassee, David
and SueDuris, | thank Aloisand ReginaEggmann, who
were my hodgts in Switzerland, as well as Danid and
Tresa Bucher who helped organize that class and
Beatrice Mantock, who did a marvelous job of inter-
preting for me. On behdf of mysdf and Steve Mona
han, I dliketo thank Andy Cdpinfor being suchagreat
host during our brief vigt in the Netherlands, and aso
Mary Cdpin for opening her home to our fellowship
mesting. Thanks to Dimitris and Marjo Pdlidis and to
Todd and Evi Pekd for dl thework they did to hep the

classesin Greece go so well. (Steve sreport on our Greek
adventure gppearslater inthisissue)) And findly, thanksto
Jay and Jerelyn Pearson for their hospitdity during awon-
derful classin Louisana

| thank God for His Word's assurance that your labor
will not go unrewarded.

For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labour

of love, which ye have shewed toward hisname, in that ye

have ministered to the saints, and do minister. (Heb. 6:10)

My schedulefor thisyear is about complete. In late Au-
gust, | will be returning to England to teech the premier
presentation of “The Exceeding Greatness of His Power”
which is the second part of the Weapons of Our Warfare
class. Coming up in late October is the premier presenta
tion of the Children’ s course on the Wegpons of Our War-
farein Cornwall, England. | have dso accepted an invita-
tion to present Part Two of the Wegpons of Our Warfare
seriesin Michigan in early November.

Already, | have received severd invitations for the com-
ing year. Regarding dl upcoming events, the wisdom of
James endures. “For that ye ought to say, If the Lord will,
we shdl live, and do this, or that” (James 4:15). By and in
Hisinfinitegrace, | hopefor continuing opportunitiesto serve
you in the name of the Lord Jesus Chrig. In the meantime,
| hope you enjoy this newletter.

In the sarvice of His Mgesty, the King of
kings,

Rev. Tim Qullivan

©2002 Workers Together With Him, Inc.
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The Sin of Presumption
by Tim Sullivan

It seems a common problem among people who want
to be considered the servants of the Lord: We arerarely
(if ever) satisfied with the quality of our service. Person-
aly speaking, there isn’'t a day goes by that | don't feel
like I should be doing more for the Lord. Now, thisisan
acceptable state of mind so long as it remains in check.
I’d hate to be guilty of harboring a self-satisfied spirit.
On the other hand, | know that it is faithful obedience
and not religious activity that isthe key to pleasing God.
Whatsoever | do in the name of the Lord is pleasing to
Him only so long as He wanted that thing done.

Thisdesireto “do more” iswhat makes us susceptible
to the sin of presumptuousness. Wewho desireto live by
faith sometimes think that in order to “prove ourselves’
we should be willing to take chances or “walk out on a
limb” for God's holy cause.

Keep back thy servant also from presumptuous sins;

let them not have dominion over me: then shall | be

upright, and | shal be innocent from the gresat trans-

gression. (Psalm 19:13)

The “great transgression” of Psalm 19:13 is disobedi-
enceinthenameof theLord. Itisthesin of presumption,
to act without authority or permission, supposing that God
is somehow obligated to support you in your chosen ven-
ture. Webster's Dictionary tells us that presumption is
“marked by headstrong confidence; it is unreasonable
adventurousness, it is venturing to undertake something
without reasonable prospect of success, or against the
usua probabilities of safety.” Our Lord does not want us
to be presumptuous. He wants us to follow Him and to
act within the boundaries He sets.

One of the Biblical quadifications to the office of an
elder is that the candidate be not salfwilled.

For a bishop must be blameless, as the steward of
God; not selfwilled, not soon angry, not given to wine,
no gtriker, not given to filthy lucre; (Titus 1:7)

To be sdlfwilled is to be presumptuous. It is presump-
tuous for anyone to think he can best serve God outside
the confines of His holy government. Those who despise
God' s government despise the God who ordained it.

But chiefly them that walk after the flesh in the lust of

uncleanness, and despise government. Presumptuous

arethey, sdlfwilled, they are not afraid to speak evil of
dignities. (2 Peter 2:10)

And the man that will do presumptuoudy, and will not
hearken unto the priest that standeth to minister there
before the LORD thy God, or unto the judge, even
that man shal die: and thou shat put away the evil
from Israel. And dl the people shall hear, and fear,
and do no more presumptuoudly. (Deut. 17:12-13)

The people of God can rest assured that God keeps
His eyes on those He entrusts with the oversight of His
flock.

Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the
oversight thereof, not by congtraint, but willingly; not
for filthy lucre, but of aready mind; Neither as being
lords over God's heritage, but being ensamples to the
flock. (1 Peter 5:2,3)

Every overseer will give account of hisrule.

Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit

yourselves: for they watch for your souls, asthey that

must give account, that they may do it with joy, and
not with grief: for that is unprofitable for you.

(Hebrews 13:17)

So often it is the presumptuous behavior of the elders
themselvesthat leads othersto despisetheir rule. Suchis
the case of those who claim to speak for the Lord when
He has not in fact spoken to them.

But the prophet, which shall presume to speak aword
in my name, which | have not commanded him to
speak, or that shal speak in the name of other gods,
even tha prophet shal die. And if thou say in thine
heart, How shall we know the word which the LORD
hath not spoken?When aprophet speskethin the name
of theLORD, if the thing follow not, nor cometo pass,
that is the thing which the LORD hath not spoken, but
the prophet hath spoken it presumptuoudy: thou shalt
not be afraid of him. (Deuteronomy 18:20-22)

Herewe read of acompany of selfwilled soldierswho
went presumptuoudly into battle.

Then ye answered and said unto me, We have sinned
againgt the LORD, we will go up and fight, according
to dl that the LORD our God commanded us. And
when ye had girded on every man hisweapons of war,
ye were ready to go up into the hill. And the LORD
said unto me, Say unto them, Go not up, neither fight;
for | am not among you; lest ye be smitten before your
enemies. So | spake unto you; and ye would not hear,
but rebelled against the commandment of the LORD,
and went presumptuoudy up into the hill. And the
Amorites, which dwelt in that mountain, came out
against you, and chased you, as bees do, and destroyed

“ For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ.”
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you in Seir, even unto Hormah. And ye returned and

wept beforethe LORD; but the LORD would not hear-

ken to your voice, nor give ear unto you.

(Deuteronomy 1:41-45)

These soldiers were not lacking in weapons of war-
fare, nor were they lacking in zeal. Their lack was in
obedience. They failed because they “went presumptu-
oudy up into the hill.” Zechariah 4:6b declares, “Not by
might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of
hosts.” Yes, the testimony of Romans 8:31 is true: “If
God be for us, who can be against us?’ But let us never
presume that God isfor ug! If our causeisnottheLord’'s
cause, our striving will bein vain.

Thetragic death of King Josiah testifies of aman who
died as a result of a presumptuous sin. Josiah got in-
volved in afight that was none of his business.

After dl this, when Josiah had prepared the temple,

Necho king of Egypt came up to fight against

Carchemish by Euphrates: and Josiah went out against

him. But he sent ambassadors to him, saying, What

have| to do with thee, thou king of Judah? | come not
againgt thee this day, but against the house wherewith
| have war: for God commanded me to make haste:
forbear thee from meddling with God, who iswith me,

that he destroy thee not. (2 Chronicles 35: 20, 21)

Theking of Egypt warned Josiah to stop meddling with
God, and mind his own business. But Josiah would not
hearken to his counsdl.

Nevertheless Josiah would not turn his face from him,
but disguised himself, that he might fight with him, and
hearkened not unto thewords of Necho from the mouth
of God, and came to fight in the valey of Megiddo.
And the archers shot at king Josiah; and the king said
to his servants, Have me away; for | am sore wounded.
His servants therefore took him out of that chariot,
and put him in the second chariot that he had; and they
brought him to Jerusalem, and he died, and was buried
in one of the sepulchres of hisfathers. And all Judah
and Jerusalem mourned for Josiah. And Jeremiah la-
mented for Josiah: and al the singing men and thesing-
ing women spake of Josah intheir lamentationsto this
day, and made them an ordinance in Isradl: and, be-
hold, they are written in the lamentations.

(2 Chronicles 35: 22-25)

Josiah was among the finest of al the kings of Judah.
How Jeremiah must have wept! He knew Josiah should
not have died in battle that day. He should not have even
been on the battlefield.

Compare Josiah' s defeat with King David' svictory as
recorded in 1 Chronicles 14.

And David enquired of God, saying, Shdl | go up againgt

the Philistines? and wilt thou deliver them into mine

hand? And the LORD said unto him, Go up; for | will
deliver them into thine hand. So they came up to Baal-
perazim; and David smote them there...

(1 Chronicles 14:10-118)

David knew that being one of God's chosen people
did not, in and of itself, guarantee his victory. It certainly
put him in the best possible position for success, a“ golden
opportunity” if there ever was one! It did not, however,
give him license to be selfwilled. His success was deter-
mined by his obedience.

Thereis alovely saying that is popular among Chris-
tians today: “What would Jesus do?’ This is fine and
proper in itstrue context. Our Lord left many wonderful
examples for usto follow. But we must not misinterpret
this saying to suggest that we should try to figure out the
proper Christian response to asituation at hand. Imagine
walking into achurch that seems more preoccupied with
the sale of religious goods than with true worship. You
ask yoursdlf, “What would Jesus do?” Wdll, on one oc-
casion, He overturned al the tables and drove the mer-
chants out of the building! Is that what the Lord wants
you to do? Y ou' d better be sure!

When you ask, “What would Jesus do?’ who areyou
asking? If you are asking yourself, you are asking for
trouble! Rather than ask yourself, “What would Jesus
do?" ask, “Lord, what would Y ou have me to do?’ The
best response to the query “What would Jesus do?’ is
that He would seek the will of His Father.

...l seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father
which hath sent me.(John 5:30b)

The triumph of Elijah over the prophets of Baa dem-
ongtrates the victory that is ours through obedience.

And Elijah came unto al the people, and said, How
long halt ye between two opinions? if the LORD be
God, follow him: but if Badl, then follow him. And the
people answered him not aword. Then said Elijah unto
the people, I, even | only, remain a prophet of the
LORD; but Baal's prophets are four hundred and fifty
men. Let them therefore give us two bullocks; and let
them choose one bullock for themselves, and cut it in
pieces, and lay it on wood, and put no fireunder: and |
will dressthe other bullock, and lay it on wood, and put
no fire under: And cal ye on the name of your gods,
and | will call on the name of the LORD: and the God
that answereth by fire, let him be God. And dl the
people answered and said, It iswell spoken.

(1 Kings 18:21-24)

“Wher eby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear”
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All through the day, the prophets of Baal called upon
the name of their dark lord without success. Findly, they
gave up. Now it was Elijah’s turn.

And it came to pass, when midday was past, and they
prophesied until the time of the offering of the evening
sacrifice, that there was neither voice, nor any to an-
swer, nor any that regarded. And Elijah said unto al
the people, Come near unto me. And al the people
came near unto him. And he repaired the atar of the
LORD that was broken down. And Elijah took twelve
stones, according to the number of the tribes of the
sonsof Jacob, unto whom the word of the LORD came,
saying, Israel shall be thy name: And with the stones
he built an dtar in the name of the LORD: and he
made a trench about the dtar, as great as would con-
tain two measures of seed. And he put the wood in
order, and cut the bullock in pieces, and laid him on the
wood, and said, Fill four barrelswith water, and pour it
on the burnt sacrifice, and on the wood. And he said,

Do it the second time. And they did it the second

time. And hesaid, Do it thethird time. And they did

it the third time. And the water ran round about the

adtar; and hefilled the trench aso with water.

(1 Kings 18:29-35)

Tak about high drama! The high priests of darkness
watched in wonder and mounting terror as men poured
four, eight, no, twelve barrels of water over the dtar.
The evening sky, growing dark as the sun sank into the
horizon, provided the perfect backdrop...

And it came to pass at the time of the offering of the

evening sacrifice, that Elijah the prophet came near,

and said, LORD God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Is-
radl, let it be known thisday that thou art Godin Isradl,
and that | am thy servant, and that | have done all

these things at thy word. (1 Kings 18:36)

No wonder Elijah was so absolutely confident! He
knew there would be no answer from Baal. He knew
the fire from heaven would fall at the precise moment
God told him it would. “Let it be known that | am thy
servant!” he cried out, “And | have done all these things
at thy word!”

Maybe| should writeabook caled “ The Elijah Prayer”
and teach that his prayer isatemplate of how all prayers
should be prayed. It might even become a best seller!
But doesthat mean al such prayerswould be answered?
Not unless each petitioner could say asdid Elijah, “I have
done al these things at thy word.”

Imagineif Elijah thought, “Wow, that worked out aw-
fully well! I think I’ll try it again next Sunday with the
Philistines!” Would he have had the same success? Of

course not! But don't we do the same thing when we
devise situations of our own minds by which weintend to
“prove’ God?

What Elijah knew is the same thing that al great men
of prayer have known. Thefirst thing to discover isGod's
will. Do you redly think God would have answered
George Mueller’ s famous petitions for his orphanages if
God did not want those orphanages built inthefirst place?
Of course not.

That iswhy | like to say | do not believe in prayer. |
hope that statement shocks you, but | dso hope you will
see my point: No, | don’t believe in prayer. | believein
God and that iswhy | pray. | do not believe in reading
the Bible. | believe in God and that is why | read His
Word. My faith isin Him, and not in rituas.

What can welearn from the examples of Josiah, David
and Elijah? God does not want us taking chances, acting
presumptuoudly and caling it faith. He doesn’t want us
meddling in Situations that are not our business. There-
fore, we should pray for wisdom, that we be kept back
from presumptuous sins and instead enjoy the victories
that have been set in front of us.

Keep back thy servant also from presumptuous sins,

let them not have dominion over me: then sndl | be

upright, and | shall be innocent from the gresat trans-

gression. (Psalm 19:13)

God does not set battles in front of you. God sets vic-
tories before you. | pray you will enjoy avictorious life
of service to the Most High.

I R A

e — -1
One Soldier Speaks:

Jesus Christ said:
“Without Me you can do nothing”
(Keep your Shoulders under your Head)

by Jay Pearson

Baton Rouge, Louisiana
b L.

Initialy as a born again Christian when | read the
Word | would run out and apply it in agtuation | found
to be smilar. Results appeared to be sometimes pro-
ductive. Now | know that | was very short sighted.

As | began to mature | would receive a word of
knowledge, quickly bolt from the source, run out to do
what | thought it was meant to accomplish. Again some-
times it appeared to be productive.

“ For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ.”
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As | continued to mature | would even wait for a
word of wisdom, quickly sever the connection and run
to do what | knew | should do on my own; for now |
not only knew about the situation, but | knew what to
do withit. Ah, and sometimesiit appeared to be a pro-
ductive result and sometimes not. | was left to wonder
what was | missing.

Continuing to mature | would collect an avareness
and even receive such to the need of spiritual wesponry
and techniques of spiritua warfare. Adding to my arse-
nd and filling my quiver with such things asfath, hdmet
of savation, my feet shod with the preparation of the
gospd, speaking in tongues, interpretation of tongues
and prophecy. My duffel bag wasfull. | was reedy for
the course. | was primed, pumped and full of zed,
knowledge and even power. Now | was perfectly
trained, equipped and supplied. How could | gowrong?

Sprinting in the direction of need | began to minister
that which | chose to do. Sometimes the results ap-
peared to work. Yes, you are right, sometimes not.
Sometimes people received. Sometimes| got my don-
key kicked and sometimes | got trampled. | asked the
Lord, what iswrong? A gill andl voicereplied, “With-
out Me you can do nothing.” | fell on my face before
him totaly exhausted, out of gas, feding incomplete. |
was refueled, recharged and repented of my sins and
received al the forgiveness | could hold. | rose to my
feet and ran off and did the same thing and recaived the
same results. Exhaugted again, | heard the same thing,
“Without Me you can do nothing.”

Have you ever tried to operate an eectric drill witha
12-foot cord 14 feet from the wall socket without an
extenson cord? How about a battery drill with aone-
day life charge for 4 days without recharging? Y ou can
have dl the things mentioned in | Corinthians chapters
12-14, but without the Lord you can do nothing. Yes
you can know and you can have dl things pertaining to
God, but without Jesus Christ you can do nothing. Jesus
Chrigislife, your lifewhen you are born again. Without
Jesus you can do nothing, but with the Lord, Philippi-
ans 4:13 says you can do dl things through Christ who
Srengthens you.

Y ou can not store enough of His power withinyouto
operate done. When you break the connection the
power isgone. The power emanatesfrom and isChrist.
All the fullness of the Godhead is resdent within Him.
HeisLord, Jesus Christ, God' s only begotten Son. He

is the head and you are the body. Praise God for the
King of kingsand Lord of lords, Jesus Chrigt.

As a closing resolution to the aforementioned di-
lemma Wait on the Lord, ye are complete in Him.
Don't go without or beyond your Direction. Wait upon
the Lord, every stuation will be resolved according to
Hiswill, time and purpose when you operate in Him.

The one and only gppropriate dignment with God is
to be under Jesus Christ. Keep your shoulders under
your HEAD and you will be complete asa Chridian in
perfect dignment with God and his Son. The emphasis
hereisHEAD. Thisiswhereyou receivedirection. Jesus
Chrigt is not only the answer but dso the question. He
is everything and you belong to Him.

One soldier spesks by the grace of God and in His
holy name, Jesus Christ our Lord. Please remember,
Without Him you can do nothing.

I R 2B

The Unpossessed Land

by Evan Pyle
Baton Rouge, Louisiana

| was always under the impression that, under Joshua,
Israel took dl, or dmost dl, of theland promised by God.
In fact, Joshua 11:23 seems to say just this. “So Joshua
took the whole land, according to dl that the Lord said
unto Moses,; and Joshua gave it for an inheritance unto
Isradl according to their divisons by their tribes. And the
land rested from war.”

Yet, Joshua 13:1 found the aged and failing Joshua
receiving a message from God by utterance that very
much land remained yet to be possessed. “Now Joshua
was old and stricken in years; and the Lord said unto
him, Thou art old and stricken in years, and there
remaineth yet very much land to be possessed.” The
chapter goes onto list areas and territories which Israel
had yet to conquer. Y es, Isradl had made great conquests,
and had rest from their enemies around them. Y et God
had more in store for them, and He would have cleared
the way for them had they merely entered these uncon-
quered territories by faith. God had swept their enemies
before them every time. Apparently, though, Isragl had
collectively reached a place of “good enough”. God's

“Wher eby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear”
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promisesto Abraham in Genesis showsthat I sragl never
occupied more than perhaps afourth of the geographical
area God described to Abraham.

Have you, like me, asked yoursdf how many times
you have stopped short of occupying territory God would
have you to occupy and subdue for His kingdom? Hon-
estly, | think of this truth primarily in terms of areas of
my life that God is calling me to subdue and place under
His Lordship. We have limited God by being stisfied
with less than our full inheritance. We see the victories
and are satisfied. Wethink that it is* good enough” when
the Lord has predestined a calling for us that goes be-
yond the present accomplishments.

As a consequence of stopping short, two things have
happened in our lives. First, wefail to labor in fields God
meant for us and, second, we fail to drive the “inhabit-
ants’ (those besetting sins) out of the territory we do
occupy. These “inhabitants’ that have been alowed to
remain plague us asthey did the Israglites, in seeking to
turn them from following God.

Elseif yedo in any wise go back, and cleave unto the
remnant of these nations, even these that remain among
you, and shal make marriages with them, and go in
unto them, and they to you: Know for a certainty that
the Lord your God will no more drive out any of these
nations from before you; but they shall be snares and
traps unto you, and scourges in your sides, and thorns
in your eyes, until ye perish from off this good land
which the Lord your God hath given you.

(Joshua 23:12,13)

Thy substance and thy treasureswill | give to the spoil

without price, and that for dl thy sins, even in dl thy

borders. (Jeremiah 15:13)

Speaking from personal experience, | fear we grow
tired of the struggle and regrettably settle for good enough.
But “good enough” never is, isit? Our place of rest as
Chrigians is not in ceasing from the struggle, but in en-
tering and occupying new territory for the Lord.

Let us labour therefore to enter into that re<t, lest any

man fall after the same example of unbelief.

(Hebrews 4:11)

Therearelagting richesand great blessing for thefaith-
ful soldiers who fulfill their calling without faling short,
who like Paul can say, “I havefinished my course, | have
kept the faith”.

He maketh peace in thy borders, and filleth thee with

the finest of the whesat. (Psalms 147:14)

And | will make thy windows of agates, and thy gates

of carbuncles, and all thy borders of pleasant stones.

(Isaiah 54:12)

Caleb’s Strength

by Todd Pekel
Thessaloniki, Greece

Oneneedn’t search too hard to find admirable people
in the Bible. The obedience and meekness of aMoses,
thevaor and pure-heartedness of aDavid, or the cour-
age and eoquence of an apostle Paul make them fa-
vorites among those of us who read of their lives and
exploitseven centuries|ater. Another of our forefathers
in the faith, however, has not only gained my admira-
tion, but has through his example, opened my eyestoa
greater understanding concerning our walk with God.

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, Send thou

men, that they may search the land of Canaan, which

| give unto the children of Isradl: of every tribe of their
fathers shall ye send aman, every one aruler among
them. And Moses by the commandment of the LORD
sent them from the wilderness of Paran: al those men
were heads of the children of Israel. And these were
their names: of the tribe of Reuben, Shammuathe son
of Zaccur. Of the tribe of Simeon, Shaphat the son of

Hori. Of the tribe of Judah, Caleb the son of Jephun-

neh. (Numbers 13:1-6)

Wefirg learn of Caeb as being one of the men that
Moses sent to spy out the Promised Land. It'simpor-
tant to note that M oses didn’ t chose these men haphaz-
ardly, but rather, “by the commandment of the Lord.”
Moreover, these rulers in their respective tribes were
given ajob to do.

And Moses sent them to spy out the land of Canaan,

and said unto them, Get you up this way southward,

and go up into the mountain: And see the land, what it
is, and the people that dwelleth therein, whether they
be strong or weak, few or many; And what theland is
that they dwell in, whether it be good or bad; and what
citiesthey be that they dwell in, whether in tents, or in
strong holds; And what the land is, whether it befat or
lean, whether there be wood therein, or not. And be
ye of good courage, and bring of the fruit of the land.

(Numbers 13:17-20)

Thelr assgnment seems smple enough. They were
to go and see the land and bring back a report con-
cerning the cities, their inhabitants and whether theland
was fat or lean. Upon their return to Moses and the
children of Israel, they brought back proof of the fat-

“ For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ.”
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ness of the land.

And they came unto the brook of Eshcol, and cut down
from thence a branch with one cluster of grapes, and
they bareit between two upon astaff; and they brought
of the pomegranates, and of the figs.The place was
cdled the brook Eshcol, because of the cluster of
grapes which the children of Israel cut down from
thence.And they returned from searching of the land

after forty days. (Numbers 13:23-25)

Now it appears that a favorable report is to follow,
especidly after bringing back such convincing evidence
of the fatness of the land.

And they went and cameto Moses, and to Aaron, and

to al the congregation of the children of Isradl, unto

the wilderness of Paran, to Kadesh; and brought back
word unto them, and unto al the congregation, and
shewed them the fruit of the land. And they told him,
and said, We came unto the land whither thou sentest
us, and surely it floweth with milk and honey; and this

isthe fruit of it. (Numbers 13:25-27)

“Surely it floweth with milk and honey,” arethewords
they use echoing the words God used to describe the
land that He had promised to their fathers. Their report,
however, isnot concluded.

Nevertheless the people be strong that dwell in the

land, and the cities are walled, and very great: and

moreover we saw the children of Anak there.

(Numbers 13:28)

Now their fear and lack of faith is reveded. These
men saw theinhabitantsand citiesin their own strength.
“The people be strong....the citiesarewaled and very
great...we saw the children of Anak there” Surdly,
Caeb must have seen thewalled cities and the children
of Anak, yet his message is quite different from those
that went with him to spy out the land.

And Caleb stilled the people before Moses, and said,

Let us go up at once, and possess it; for we are well

able to overcome it. (Numbers 13:30)

“Let usgo up at once, and possessit; for we arewell
ableto overcomeit,” arethewords Caeb said to Moses
and the children of Isradl.

But the men that went up with him said, We be not

able to go up againgt the people; for they are stronger

than we. And they brought up an evil report of the
land which they had searched unto the children of Is-
rael, saying, The land, through which we have goneto
searchit, isaland that eateth up the inhabitants thereof;
and al the peoplethat we saw in it are men of agreat
stature. And therewe saw the giants, the sonsof Anak,

which come of the giants. and we were in our own

sight as grasshoppers, and so we were in their sight.

(Numbers 13:31-33)

Thesemen brought up an evil report of theland. They
sadit was“aland that eateth up theinhabitantsthereof.”
Moreover, they said, “the people are stronger than
we...men of great Sature. . .giants...wewerein our own
sight asgrasshoppers, and sowewerein theirs.” These
men only saw the giantsand thewalled cities. They for-
got that God was on their Side. Their report was based
on their own strength.

And all the congregation lifted up their voice, and cried;

and the people wept that night. And al the children of

Israel murmured against Moses and against Aaron:

and the whol e congregation said unto them, Would God

that we had died in the land of Egypt! or would God
we had died in this wilderness! And wherefore hath
the LORD brought usunto thisland, tofal by the sword,
that our wivesand our children should beaprey? were
it not better for usto return into Egypt? And they said
one to another, Let us make a captain, and let us re-

turn into Egypt. (Numbers 14:1-4)

Those people (whose strength is their own) have no
choice but to return to bondage and the land of
Egypt...the very thing they had been ddlivered from!

And Joshua the son of Nun, and Caleb the son of

Jephunneh, which were of them that searched the land,

rent their clothes: And they spake unto al the com-

pany of the children of Isradl, saying, The land, which
we passed through to search it, is an exceeding good
land. If the LORD déelight in us, then he will bring us
into thisland, and give it us, aland which floweth with
milk and honey. Only rebel not ye against the LORD,
neither fear ye the people of the land; for they are
bread for us: their defence is departed from them, and

the LORD iswith us: fear them not. (Num. 14:6-9)

Do you see it? Cdeb's srength was not his own.
Caleb was strong in the Lord. “If the Lord ddight in
us, then He will bring us into this land and give it us”
TheLord sad of Cdebthat he“hath followed mefully.”
Therefore, Caeb receives a promise from the Lord.

But my servant Caleb, because he had another spirit

with him, and hath followed me fully, him will | bring

into the land whereinto he went; and his seed shall

possess it. (Numbers 14:24)

The children of Isradl also receive a promise from
the Lord. A promise as sure and true as the one Caleb
received.

Because al those men which have seen my glory, and

“Wher eby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear”
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my miracles, which | did in Egypt and in the wilder-

ness, and have tempted me now these ten times, and

have not hearkened to my voice; Surely they shal not
see the land which | sware unto their fathers, neither
shall any of them that provoked me see it:

(Numbers 14:22,23)

Now, forty plusyears|ater, after the promisesof God
were fulfilled concerning those that provoked Him, the
children of Judah come to Joshua who is dividing the
land among dl the children of Isradl.

Then the children of Judah came unto Joshuain Gilga:
and Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenezite said unto
him, Thou knowest the thing that the LORD said unto
Moses the man of God concerning me and thee in
Kadesh-barnea. (Joshua 14:6)
Cdeb reminds Joshuaof the eventsthat had occurred
forty-five years exlier.
Forty years old was | when Moses the servant of the
LORD sent me from Kadesh-barnea to espy out the
land; and | brought him word again as it was in mine
heart. Nevertheless my brethren that went up with
me made the heart of the people melt: but | wholly
followed the LORD my God. And Moses sware on
that day, saying, Surely theland whereon thy feet have
trodden shal be thine inheritance, and thy children’s
for ever, because thou hast whaolly followed the LORD
my God. (Joshua 14:7-9)
Again, Cdeb's strength in the Lord can be seen.
And now, behold, the LORD hath kept me dive, ashe
said, theseforty and five years, even since the LORD
spake this word unto Moses, while the children of Is-
rael wandered in the wilderness: and now, lo, | anthis
day fourscore and fiveyearsold. Asyet | amasstrong
thisday as| wasin the day that M oses sent me: asmy
strength was then, even so is my strength now, for
war, both to go out, and to come in. (Joshua14:10,11)
What a tremendous statement! As his strength was
then, said Caleb, “even so is my strength now.” Re-
member that these words are coming from thelipsof an
eighty-five year old man! Now, no eighty-five year old
is going to have the strength of a forty-year-old. But
Cdeb' sstrength was not hisown, Cdebwas strong in
the Lord!
Now therefore give me this mountain, whereof the
LORD spakein that day; for thou heardest in that day
how the Anakims were there, and that the cities were
great and fenced: if so be the LORD will be with me,
then | shal be able to drive them out, as the LORD
sad. (Joshua 14:12)

Cdeb's inheritance was among the giants, the sons
of Anak. The cities were great and fenced and yet this
elghty-five year old man knew the secret to his success
or falure. “If so be the Lord will be with me, then |
shdl beableto drivethem out...ASTHE LORD SAID!

And Joshua blessed him, and gave unto Caleb the son

of Jephunneh Hebron for an inheritance. Hebron there-

fore became the inheritance of Caleb the son of

Jephunneh the Kenezite unto this day, because that he

wholly followed the LORD God of Isradl.

(Joshua 14:13,14)

Now what do you suppose happened when Caeb
went to possess the land?

And they gave Hebron unto Caleb, as Moses said:

and he expelled thence the three sons of Anak.

(Judges 1:20)

Let uslearn, as Caeb well knew, where our strength
needsto be. Let those who endeavor to wholly follow
the Lord our God be as strong as Cdeb by making the
Lord our strength. May we aso say, “as my strength
wasthen, even soisit now, for war, both to go out, and
to comein.”

Finaly, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the
power of his might. (Ephesians 6:10)

In the Footsteps of Paul

by Steve Monahan
Ponchatoola, Louisiana

(Introduction by Tim Sullivan)

Over 20 years ago, | was living in Oak Park, Illinois
doing a sort of missionary work. | had been sent there
along with a small band of Christians which included the
then-nemy-married Seve and Debra Monahan. We did
the best we knew to study the Bible and testify of the Lord.
At one point, | painted a large map of Greece on our living
roomwall to help in our study of Paul’stravelsin Greece.

Yearswent by and | lost contact with the Monahans. By
the time our paths crossed again, we had children who
were not that much younger than we were when we'd first
met! We were soon to discover that our friendship, rooted
inour Christian faith, had been only enriched by the years.

This summer, in what was my third trip to Greece, | had
the added blessing of the company of my friend Steve.We
arrived in Greece after a short stopover in the Nether-
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lands, where we enjoyed a wonderful fellowship with the
believers there. From there we traveled to the cities we
once knew only as names in the Bible and dots on our
living room wall. Thisis his report of our trip to Greece,
which he has with characteristic good humor subtitled:

“Four Men in a Small Car”

Onthe night of June 20th, 2002, Timand | arrived a
theairport in Thessa oniki, Greece and werewel comed
by our host, Todd Pekel, and by Rudalf Illavsky (of
Vienna, Ausdtria), our travel companionsfor the next ten
days. We promptly stuffed our luggage and oursaves
into amid-9ze automobile and off wewent for anight’s
rest in Halkidiki, a village beside the Aegean Sea.

The next morning we traveled dong the coadt to the
city of Kavaa, known in the apostle Paul’ sday as Ne-
apolis (see Acts 16:6-12), and then by ferry to the is-
land of Thassos. Here, hosted by our brother in the
Lord, DimitrisPdlidis, Tim presented the weekend semi-
nar on the utterance gifts of the Spirit entitled, “ That the
Church May Receive Edifying.”

Sinceit would be usdessto try to describethewhole
experience, I'll just share a few impressions; the firgt
being of the joy of having felowship with brothers and
gders of different nationd origins. Though our netive
tonguesweren't the same, we sure spoke the samelan-
guage when it cameto our love of the Lord, our desire
to grow up in Him, be led by the Spirit and wak in
holiness. This was very much in evidence during the
class. Weformed bonds aswefeasted together on God' s
Word and on redly good food between sessions. Inthe
end, some spoke with other tongues for the firg time,
and interpreted and one very earnest brother was bap-
tized in the sea.

| was dso srongly impressed with the redlity that as
nationsgo, the USA isbrand new. Greeceis not! Stand-
ingindities continuoudy inhabited for around three thou-
sand years, or inthe midst of ancient ruins, | fdt asense
of the piling up of the centuries of mankind, dongwitha
sobering certainty that we are now very near theend of
those centuries. The day of the Lord isat hand. Broth-
ers and sgers, thisis red! Let us take heed to our-
sves.

After the classin Thassos, wefour (Todd, Rudi, Tim
and mysdlf) got in the car, ferried to KavalalNegpalis,
and drove on to ancient Philippi wherewe saw theriver
when Paul met Lydia(see Acts 16:13-15) and themar-

ketplace where he and Silas were beaten. More old
stones, more pondering, then it was back in the car to
Thessaloniki (see Acts 17:1-9). The next day we got
into an even smaller car, in which we spend significant
portions of the next three days (Todd did dl thedriving,
bless his heart!) as we vidted Veroia (Berea), Athens
and Corinth.

Onevivid experience that stood out for mein dl this
occurred at Corinth. As | walked through the ruins of
the ancient city consdering the lives of those to whom
Paul first wrote hisepistles, | was struck by therediza
tion that those people are GONE — those who heeded
the Apostle’'s admonition and those who did naot. It's
over for them, and God aone remembers their deeds,
which are now sealed in a book to be opened a the
Judgment. “For we must dl appear before the judg-
ment seet of Chrig; thet every one may recaivethethings
donein hisbody, according to that he hath done, whether
it be good or bad” (2 Corinthians 5:10). Let’s not for-
get that though we are saved by gracethrough faith, our
faith (or lack of it) isreveded by what we do.

How appropriate that having finished our tour, we
returned to Thessdoniki for the final weekend seminar.
Thisone, hosted by Todd, wasentitled, “If YeDo These
Things, Ye Shdl Never Fal.” If you are willing to take
heed to yoursdlf, to be convicted — touched by God in
uncomfortable places, thisexpostion of 2 Peter 1:1-10
issomething you would do well to hear. Presented with
love and compassion but without compromise, | be-
lievethat it isavita teaching for the Churchin our day.

| wish to express my heartfdt thanksto al who con-
tributed to thiswonderful week. I d like to thank Todd
and Evi and Dimitrisand Marjofor ther hospitdlity, Elias
and Aleka, lannis, Nikos and Zoi, Smmos and Olga,
Theano and othersaswell for making mefedl welcome
and wanted. Also thanksto Rudi for encouragement in
thingswhere |’ velacked confidence. Findly, I'dliketo
express my deepest thanks to my home church, The
Liberty House of Prayer, pastored by Bro. Vince Fd-
cone, for sponsoring my trip.

(Steve has put together a 60-minute dlide presentation
of our travels in Greece. If your church group would be
interested in having him make his presentation, please con-
tact Seve via the office of Workers Together With Him for
scheduling. We also recorded a video of our travelsthat we
plan to release in three formats: in English, in German
and in Spanish. | anticipate this project will be completed
by the new year.)

“Wher eby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear”



The VINE & BRANCHES

AUGUST 2002

But By The Holy Ghost

by George Straub
Zug, Switzerland

Sometimes | think back to how | studied the Biblein
the past. | used to have many sophisticated books on
my desk and the best Bible program on my computer.
Andinmy heart | had onethought: | wanted to meet the
man who was able to do more difficult and outstanding
research than |, for surely he done would be able to
lead meto greater understanding of the truth. Although
| now redize my work was only anintellectud pastime,
at thetime | was convinced | was doing the will of God.

These days are past. | how enjoy a new freedom
and anew way of studying the Word of God. | rely on
neither sophisticated books or computer programs. The
Bible and the Spirit of God are more than enough.

Itwasared new and exciting experiencefor mewhen
| was preparing a teaching a few month ago. | prayed
for theguidance of the Lord and asked Him to enlighten
my eyesthat | can seethe things He wants meto know.
| stood up and there in my mind was verse 3b of 1
Corinthians 12: “and that no man can say that Jesusis
the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost.”

It is interesting to note that | never understood this
versebefore. | was secretly convinced that there had to
be acorruption somewherein theorigind Greek manu-
sript. But on this day | had not only the verse in my
mind but dso the interpretation: “no man can say Jesus
isthe Lord unless God hasreveded it to him.” Thiswas
awonderful truth to discover. It was such arefreshing
thought to redlize the magnitude of grace of God and
that it was not our work which had saved us. God re-
vealed to us the truth. He opened our eyesto the truth
about His Son and we bdlieved it. Webdlieved therev-
eation.

For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not

of yoursalves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest

any man should boast. (Ephesians 2:8-9)

Ancther passage which followed easily to my mind
was from the gospe of Matthew:

When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Phil-

ippi, he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say

that | the Son of man am? And they said, Some say

that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others,
Jeremias, or one of the prophets. He saith unto them,
But whom say ye that | am? And Simon Peter an-
swered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the
living God. And Jesus answered and said unto him,
Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood
hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is
in heaven. (Matthew 16:13-17)
| had long wondered why Jesus said to Simon Peter
“for flesh and blood hath not reveded it unto thee, but
my Father which isin heaven.” Why was it necessary
that God reved the truth about Jesus to Peter? Didn't
the gpostlestakethistruth for granted? They lived many
days together with Jesus. They had seen the miracles
He did. Again, the answer was found in 1 Corinthians
12:3b: No man can say that Jesusisthe Lord, but by
the Holy Ghogt. Even the personad presence of Jesus
was not enough. God had to reved to their heartswho
thisman was. “Thou art the Chrig, the Son of theliving
God.” What a wonderful truth to keep in mind as we
continueto search the Scripturesto learn the wonderful
things of God!

' Coming Soon!
The Children’s Class on

The Weapons of our Warfare

In the book of 1 Samuel we read of David's famous
battle with the champion of the Philistines, the giant
Goliath. Just before David ran to face the giant, King
Saul tried to persuade David to borrow his armor.

And Saul armed David with his armour, and he put an

helmet of brass upon his head; also he armed him with

a coat of mail. And David girded his sword upon his

armour, and he assayed to go; for he had not provediit.

And David said unto Saul, | cannot go with these; for

| have not proved them. And David put them off him.

(1 Sam. 17:38-39)

King Saul was not only a fully-grown adult, but “from
his shoulders and upward he was higher than any of the
people’ (1 Sam. 9:2). Saul’ sarmor would not have served
David at al. In fact, Saul’s armor would have been a
great hindrance to David, too much for him to bear, and
unsuited for his battle.

With this Biblicd truth in mind, | am pleased to an-
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nouncethat | will beteaching anew course entitled “The
Children’s Class on the Weapons Of Our Warfare” for
children aged six to sixteen. This class will be held in
Cornwall, England. In content and in schedule, this class
has been specially adapted for children.

We will learn about the nine gifts of the Spirit, the
weapons of our spiritud warfare. Students will be led
into their practical use aswell. At the sametime, we will
learn about many of the key people and events of the
Bible. We will study about the week of Creation; Adam
and Eve; Noah and the ark; Abraham and Sarah; Joseph
and the Pharoah’s dream. We will read about Moses;
Joshua; David; Solomon; Balaam and the talking don-
key; the prophets Elijah and Elisha; Daniel and thelion's
den; Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego and the burning
fiery furnace. We will aso learn about John the Bapti<t,
the Apostles, and of course, Jesus Christ our Lord.

This class will be taught from Sunday, October 20 to
Saturday, October 27, with lessons from 9:00 to 11:00 in
the morning and 2:00 to 4:00 in the afternoon. There will
be awater baptism service on Saturday, October 26" for
al that have not yet been baptized. The class will con-
clude with agraduation service on Sunday, October 27t

We will be using the Authorized King James Version
of the Bible, so please make sure your children bring one
to class, preferably a“big-letter” edition.

While the children classes are in session, there will be
specia adult fellowships as well. Todd Pekel will be on
hand to present hisorigina seminar, “The House of God.”
Other speakers will include Jerome Lucas of England,
Carl Roberts of Wales and Ray Beard of Alaska, USA.

Thisclass, like dl seminars presented by Workers To-
gether With Him, will be free of charge. An offering for
the continued work of Workers Together With Him will
be received at the conclusion of the week.

Those of you who were in attendance at the Weapons
of Our Warfare seminar held at thislocation afew years
ago will remember how wonderfully scenic this location
is. Space is extremely limited, so register now! Please
contact Rev. Jerome Lucas for more information.
Telephone: 044-208-248-3798;

E-mail: wtogetherwithhim@aol.com

The VINE & BRANCHES is distributed free
of charge, financed by donations received by Work-
ers Together With Him. Pleaselet usknow if you
wish to be added or deleted from our mailing list. Written
contributions are encouraged and may be submitted to
our office for publication upon approval. All editorial
changes are made with the author’ s approval.

The WTWH
Bookstore

Books by Rev. Tim Sullivan:
The Weapons of our Warfare

Forty-four chapters of Biblica teaching on the Wesp-
onsof Our Warfare, thenine spiritud giftsgiven by God
to the Church today. (432 pages, published 2001) Sug-
gested donation $20.00.

Walking On The King s Highway

Induding: A Time of War; The Prosperity of theLord's
Servant; Discretion Shall Preserve Thee; The Gen-
eration of Jesus Christ; Disappointed in God; Ho-
listic Christianity and Walking on the King's High-
way. (110 pages, published 1999) Suggested dona-
tion: $10.00

Auf Der Strasse Des K 6nigs Gehen

The German edition of Walking On The King’'s High-
way trandated by Besatrice Mantock. (84 pages, pub-
lished 2000. Available in Europe only). Suggested do-
nation $10.00

If YeDo These Things, Ye Shall Never Fall

Lessonson: Faith; Virtue; Knowledge;, Temperance;
Patience; Godliness; Brotherly Kindnessand Char-
ity. (120 pages, published 1998) Suggested donation
$10.00

By The Graceof God | Am What | Am

Featuring: Preceptsand Premises; A Fountain of Life;
The Evidence of Things Not Seen; But Ye Say and
By the Grace of God | Am What | Am.(100 pages,
published 1996). Suggested donation $10.00

* k% * % %

TheHouse Of God by Rev. Todd Pekd:

Chapters entitled: Christ the Spiritual Rock, Christ
the Foundation, Christ the Chief-Cornerstone,
Christ the Head, Christ the Temple and Christ the
Door. (58 pages, published 2000). Suggested dona-
tion $10.00
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Upcoming Events

August 2-4: That The Church May Receive Edifying
(Part 1 of the Weapons of Our Warfare series)
Hosted by Jim and Shawnee Vickery, Lansing, Michigan, USA

August 28-31: The Exceeding Greatness of His Power
(Part 2 of the Weapons of Our Warfare series)
Hosted by Jerome and Aine Lucas, South Harrow, England, UK

October 20-27: The Children’s Class on The Weapons of Our Warfare
Hosted by Jerome and Aine Lucas, Cornwall, England, UK

November 8-10: The Exceeding Greatness of His Power
(Part 2 of the Weapons of Our Warfare series)
Hosted by Jim and Shawnee Vickery, Lansing, Michigan, USA

For additional information, or to request a classin your area, please write or call our office.

Workers Together With Him

P.O. Box 4217

Brownsville, Texas USA 78523-4217

Phone/Fax: 956-574-9475 e-mail: workerstogether @aol.com
Visit our web site at www.workerstogetherwithhim.org
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meetings, seminars and various publications. This ministry is financed entirely by the tithes and offerings of its supporters.
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