Chapters 1and 2: The Preface



The 21 chapters of the Book of Judges chronicle the years following the death of
Joshua up to the time of Eli and Samuel, the last of the Judges.
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THE STRUCTURE OF THE BOOK OF JUDGES

(from Nelson’s Complete Book of Bible Maps and Charts)

Part One: 1:1to 3:4 The Deterioration of Israel and Failure to
Complete the Conquest of Canaan

Part Two: 3:5t016:31  The Deliverance of Israel During the Seven Cycles

Part Three: 17:1to21:25 The Depravity of Israel in Sinning like the Canaanites




Chapter 1:1 to 2:10 tell of the Israelites’
wars with the other occupants of the
Promised Land after the death of Joshua
and before the first judge of this book.

The instruction from the LORD spoken by
Moses was as true as the day he spoke it:

Numbers 33:52b-53

5" ...When ye are passed over Jordan
into the land of Canaan;

52 Then ye shall drive out all the
inhabitants of the land from before
you, and destroy all their pictures, and
destroy all their molten images, and
quite pluck down all their high places:

53 And ye shall dispossess the inhabitants
of the land, and dwell therein: for |
have given you the land to possess it.
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Now after the death of Joshua It camae to pass, that the
children of Israel asked the LORD, saying, Who shall go
up for us against the Canaanites first, to ight against
them?

And the LORD said, Judah shall go up: behold, 1 have
delivered the land Into his hand,

And Judah sald unto Simeon his brother, Come up with
me Into my lot, that we may fight against the Canaanites;
and 1 Mkewise will go with thee Into thy kt. So Simeon
went with him.

And Judah went up; and the LORD delivered the Canaan-
Res and the Perizzites Into their hand: and they slew of
them in Bezek ten thousand men.

And they found Adonibezek In Bezek: and they fought
against him, and they siew the Canaanites and the Per-
zzies.

But Adonibezek fled; and they pursued after him, and
caught b, and cut off his thumbs and his great toes.
And Adonibezek sald, Threescore and ten kings, having
their thumbs and their great toes cut off, gathered their
meat under my table: as | have done, 5o God hath re-
quited me. And they brought him to Jerusalem, and there
he dled.

Now the children of Judah had fought against Jerusalem,
and had taken It, and smitten it with the edge of the
sword, and set the city on fire.
And afterward the children of Judah went down to fight
a0ainst the Canaanites, that dweit in the mountain, and
in the south, and in the valley.
And Judah went against the Canaanites that dweit in He-
bron: (now the name of Hebron before was Kirfatharba:)
and they slew Sheshal, and ANman, and Talmal,
And from thence he went against the inhabtants of
Oebir: and the name cf Dedir before was Kirjathsepher:
And Caled sald, He that smiteth Kirjathsepher, and taketh
I, to him will I give Achsah my daughter to wife.
And Othniel the son of Kenaz, Caleb’s younger brother,
took It: and he gave him Achsah his daughter to wife.
And It came to pass, when she came to him, that she
moved him to ask of her father a field: and she Bghted
from off her ass; and Caleb s3id unto her, What wiit thou?
And she said unto him, Give me a blessing: for thou hast
given me a south land; give me also springs of water. And
Caled gave her the upper springs and the nether springs.
And the children of the Kenite, Moses’ father in law, went
wunamawamvmmmm«w
Into the wilderness of Judah, which lleth in the south of
Arad; and they went and dweit among the people.
And Judah went with Simeon his brother, and they slew
the Canaanites that inhabdited Zephath, and utterly de-
stroyed it. And the name of the city was called Hormah,
Also Judah took Gaza with the cosst thereof, and Askeion
with the coast thereof, and Ekron with the coast thereof.
And the LORD was with Judah; and he drave out the

of the but could not drive out the
mmdv\tvﬂq because they had chariots of

muymmmmm as Moses s3id: and he
expelled thence the three sons of Anak,

21 wmwwamdwmmmmm
that inhabited but the Jebusites dwell
with the children of aonpmln in nmulom unto this day,

22 And the house of Joseph, they also went up against
Bethel: and the LORD was with them.

23 And the house of Joseph sent to descry Bethel. (Now the
name of the city before was Luz.)

24 And the sples saw a man come forth out of the city, and
they sald unto hém, Shew us, we pray thee, the entrance
Into the city, and we will shaw thee mercy,

25 And when he shawed them the entrance into the city,
they smote the city with the edge of the sword; but they
et 9O the man and all his family,

26 And the man went into the land of the Hittites, and bullt 3
<ity, and called the nama thereof Luz: which s the name
thereof unto this day.

27 Neither did Manasseh drive out the inhabitants of Beth-
shean and ber towns, nor Taanach and her towns, nor the
inhabitants of Dor and her towns, nor the Inhabitants of
Ibleam and her towns, nor the inhabitants of Megiddo and
her towns: but the Canasnites would dwell In that land.

28 And it came to pass, when [srael was strong, that they
put the Canaanites to tridute, and did not utterly drive
them out.

29 Neither did Ephraim drive out the Canaanites that dweit
in Gezer; but the Canaanites dwelt in Gezer among them,

30 Neither did Zebulun drive cut the inhabitants of Kitron,
nor the inhabitants of Nahalol; but the Canaanites dweit
among them, and became tributaries,

31 Neither did Asher drive oot the Inhabitants of Accho, nor
the Inhabitants of Zidon, nor of Ahlab, nor of Achzib, nor
of Helbab, nor of Aphik, nor of Rehob:

32 But the Asherites dwelt among the Canaanites, the Inhab-

Rants of the land: for they did not drive them out.

33 Neither did Naphtall drive cut the Inhabitants of Bethsh-
emesh, nor the inhabitants of Bethanath; but he dweit
mmmmmmd of the land:

rtheless the and of
Bethanath became tributaries unto them.

34 And the Amorites forced the children of Dan into the
mountain: for they would not suffer them to come down
to the vailey:

35 mmmd uw.rn!nmmrnmmm

and in Sh | ot the'hand of the house of Joseph
prevalled, by Same tributaries,

36 And the coast 8 Al nites was from the Qoing up to
“ Akrabbim,

from u\'k ‘and upward.
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21 And the children of Benjamin did not drive out the Je-
that inhabited but the cwell
with the children of Benjamin in Jerusalem unto this day,

22 And the house of Joseph, they also went up against
Bethel: and the LORD was with them.

23 And the house of Joseph sent to descry Bethel. (Now the
name of the city before was Luz.)

24 And the sples saw a man come forth out of the city, and
they sald unto him, Shew us, we pray thee, the entrance
nto the city, and we will shew thee mercy.,

25 And when he shewed them the entrance into the city,
they smote the city with the edge of the sword; but they
et 9O the man and all his family.

26 And the man went into the land of the Hittites, and bullt &
city, and called the name thereof Luz: which s the name
thereof unto this day.

27 Neither did Manasseh drive out the inhabitants of Beth-
shean and her towns, nor Taanach and her towns, nor the

Verses 1-20 speak of the tribe of Judah.
Even their victories were tainted by
compromise and disobedience.

her towns: but the Canaanites would dwell In that land.

28 And it came to pass, when Israel was strong, that they
put the Canaanites to tribute, and did not utterly drive
them out.

29 Neither did Ephraim drive out the Canaanites that dwelt
In Gezer; but the Canaanites dwelt in Gezer among them.

30 Neither did Zebulun drive out the Inhabitants of Kitron,
nor the inhab Nahalol; but the C dwelt

31 Neither did Asher drive cut the Inhabitants of Accho, nor
the Inhabitants of 2idon, nor of Ahlab, nor of Achzib, nor
of Helbah, nor of Aphik, nor of Rehob:

32 But the Asherites dwelt among the Canaanites, the Inhab-
Rants of the land; for they did not drive them out.

33 Neither did Naphtall drive out the Inhabitants of Bethsh-
emesh, nor the inhabtants of Bethanath; but he dweit
MWM‘M i mm&mﬂ QKMW:’

Bethanath became tributaries unto them.

34 And the Amorites forced the chiidren of Dan Into the
mountain: for they would not suffer them to come down
1o the valley:

35 But the Amorites would dwell in mount Heres In Alzalon,
and in Shaalbém: yet the hand of the house of Joseph
prevalled, so that they became tributaries.

36 And the coast of the Amorites was from the going up to

‘Akrabbim, from the rock, and upward.
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SIMEON

Judges 1:1-3

1

Now after the death of Joshua

it came to pass, that the children of Israel
asked the LORD, saying,

Who shall go up for us against the
Canaanites first, to fight against them?
And the LORD said, Judah shall go up:

behold, | have delivered the land into his
hand.

3 And Judah said unto Simeon his brother,

Come up with me into my lot, that we
may fight against the Canaanites; and |
likewise will go with thee into thy lot.
So Simeon went with him.




Israel In Canaan

Joshua 1o

AL

Samuel and Saul

Judges 1:4-7

4

And Judah went up; and the LORD
delivered the Canaanites and the
Perizzites into their hand: and they slew
of them in Bezek ten thousand men.
And they found Adonibezek in Bezek:
and they fought against him, and they
slew the Canaanites and the Perizzites.
But Adonibezek fled; and they pursued
after him, and caught him, and cut off his
thumbs and his great toes.

And Adonibezek said, Threescore and
ten kings, having their thumbs and their
great toes cut off, gathered their meat
under my table:

as | have done, so God hath requited me.
And they brought him to Jerusalem,

and there he died.




Israel In Canaan

Joshua 1o

ALME o,

Samuel and Saul

Judges 1:8-11

8

Now the children of Judah had fought
against Jerusalem, and had taken it,
and smitten it with the edge of the
sword, and set the city on fire.

And afterward the children of Judah
went down to fight against the
Canaanites, that dwelt in the mountain,
and in the south, and in the valley.

And Judah went against the Canaanites
that dwelt in Hebron: (now the name of
Hebron before was Kirjatharba:)

and they slew Sheshai, and Ahiman,

and Talmai.

And from thence he went against the
inhabitants of Debir: and the name of

Debir before was Kirjathsepher:
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Israel In Canaan

"
Joshua 1o Samuel and Saul il

Judges 1:12-15

2. And Caleb said, He that smiteth
Kirjathsepher, and taketh it, to him will |
give Achsah my daughter to wife.

e 3 And Othniel the son of Kenaz,

GREAT | Eai i B . Caleb's younger brother, took it: and he

i A gave him Achsah his daughter to wife.
4 And it came to pass, when she came to

THE

R T - him, that she moved him to ask of her
Fardat "\; o, father a field: and she lighted from off
‘ £ : her ass; and Caleb said unto her,

What wilt thou?

5 And she said unto him, Give me a
blessing: for thou hast given me a south
land; give me also springs of water.

And Caleb gave her the upper springs
and the nether springs.




Israel In Canaan
Joshua 1o Samuel and Saul

Judges 1:16-18

6 And the children of the Kenite, Moses'
father in law, went up out of the city of
palm trees [Jericho] with the children of
Judah into the wilderness of Judah,
which lieth in the south of Arad; and
they went and dwelt among the people.

And Judah went with Simeon his
brother, and they slew the Canaanites
T * L g 1 D that inhabited Zephath, and utterly
9 cciion N i destroyed it. And the name of the city

vY: r was called Hormah.
LU0 :‘# ARAD 3 i Also Judah took Gaza with the coast

ﬁ; | QoS thereof, and Askelon with the coast

ZEPHATH (Hormah) thereof, and Ekron with the coast
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Israel In Canaan

Joshua 1o Samuel and Saul

THE

Now we read of Judah’s first failure:

Judges 1:19-20

9 And the LORD was with Judah;
and he drave out the inhabitants of the
mountain; but could not drive out the
inhabitants of the valley, because they

had chariots of iron.
20 And they gave Hebron unto Caleb,
as Moses said:
and he expelled thence the three sons
of Anak.




Chapter 1 21 And the children of Benjamin did not drive out the Je-
1 Now after the death of Joshua It came to pass, that the that >
chiidren of Israel asked the LORD, saying, Who shall go

upro;mmamwwmnmx.wmw 22 Andthe ! of 3 l' they also up agak

23 A0d tee LORCSNC, IO SN Q0 - o, £ g 23 mm«mmm (Now the
delivered the land Into his hand, of the city before was Luz.) =

3 And Judah sald unto Simeon his brother, Come up with
me Into my lot, that we may Sight against the Canaanites; 24 And the sples saw a man come forth out of the city, and

mlmﬂmmnmnmwm.bm 11to the city, and wo will shew thee mercy.

4 And Judah went up; and the LORD delivered the Canaan- 25 And when he shewed them the entrance into the city,
Ites and the Perizzites Into their hand: and they slew of

- them in Bezek ten thousand men. fet go the man and all his
Verses 21-36 speak of the failure of 5 Aty ound Adorese I Besec 0 thy g A0 e man, et et theland o the e, and bt
mmmmmmamwmm Wmmm 2
1 27 Neither did Manasseh drive out the inhabitants of Beth-
the other tribes: $ :."z:"“"‘*.m e e N
POy =g inhabtants of Dor and her towns, nor the Inhabitants of
7 k sald, and ten kings, having
their thumbs and their great toes cut off, gathered thair TS i tons- Dot S File st i
Beni . meat under my tadle: as I have done, 50 God hath re- g it el gl
en]al nin 21 mﬁ'mmmm”’m'mm uu:‘_muummwnqmm
8 Now the children of Judah had fought against Jerusalem,
. R o T 4 b gl 29 Neither did Epheaim drive out the Canaanites that dweit
the tribes of Joseph 22-29 avord, and s the iy cn . ; SR e e
9 And afterward the children of Judah went down to fight 30 Neither  Inhabitants of Kitron,
3gainst the Canaanites, that dweit in the mountain, and o umﬂm mmu
in the south, and in the valiey. among them, and became tributaries,
zebUIUn 30 e e g ot o e e tharbay 31 Neither did Asher drive cut the Inhabitants of Accho, nor
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And Caled sald, He that smiteth Kirjathsepher, and taketh
1%, to himn will  give Achsah my daughter to wife.

And Othniel the son of Kenaz, Caleb’s younger brother,
took It and he gave him Achsah his daughter to wife.
And It came to pass, when she came to him, that she
moved him to ask of her father a field: and she Bghted
from off her ass; and Caleb s3id unto her, What wiit thou?
And she said unto him, Glve me a blessing: for thou hast
given me a south land; give me also springs of water. And
Caleb gave her the upper springs and the nether springs.
And the children of the Kenite, Moses’ father in law, went
wmamwamm«mmmam
Into the wilderness of Judah, which lleth in the south of
Arad; and they went and dweit among the pecple.

, and
wmu.mwumammmww
Also Jucdah took Gaza with the cosst thereof, and Askeion
with the coast thereof, and Ekron with the coast thereof.
And the LORD was with Judah; and he drave out the
inhabitants of the mountain; but could not drive out the
mmdhvﬂw because they had chariots of

mwmmmm as Moses s3id: and he
expelled thence the three sons of Anak.

g

the Inhabitants of Zidon, nor of Ahlab, nor of Achzib, nor
of Helbah, nor of Aphik, nor of Rehob:

32 But the Ashertes dwelt among the Canaanites, the Inhab-
Rants of the land: for they did not drive them out.

33 mumumwam
 nevertheless the «WM

34 mmmr«mmmummm

mexuntain: for they weould not suffer them to come down
o the valley:
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BENJAMIN

Judges 1:21

2 And the children of Benjamin did not
drive out the Jebusites that inhabited
Jerusalem;
but the Jebusites dwell with the

children of Benjamin in Jerusalem
unto this day.
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~ Judges 1:22-26

' 2 And the house of Joseph,

2 they also went up against Bethel:
and the LORD was with them.

23 And the house of Joseph sent to descry
Bethel. (Now the name of the city before
was Luz.)

24 And the spies saw a man come forth out
of the city, and they said unto him,

Shew us, we pray thee, the entrance into
the city, and we will shew thee mercy.

5 And when he shewed them the entrance
‘ into the city, they smote the city with the
edge of the sword; but they let go the

man and all his family.

6. And the man went into the land of the

Hittites, and built a city, and called the

name thereof Luz: which is the name

thereof unto this day.
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EPHRAIM
MANASSEH

MANASSEH

il the house of Joseph,

The House of Joseph includes both Manasseh and Ephraim.
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o Judges 1:27-29

o’ Brtage

X il Ao 27 Neither did Manasseh drive out the
i Ly inhabitants of Bethshean and her towns,
MEGIDDO - nor Taanach and her towns,
THI &

“=. TAANACH <. nor the inhabitants of Dor and her towns,
GREAT ;j}.??'“ T"""‘Q{ BETHSHEAN nor the inhabitants of Ibleam and her
T ecdugmtey towns, nor the inhabitants of Megiddo

and her towns:

but the Canaanites would dwell in that

land.

22 And it came to pass, when Israel was
strong, that they put the Canaanites to
tribute, and did not utterly drive them out.

29 Neither did Ephraim drive out the
Canaanites that dwelt in Gezer;
but the Canaanites dwelt in Gezer among
them.




k3
. Judges 1:30-32
| 30 Neijther did Zebulun drive out the
inhabitants of Kitron, nor the inhabitants
of Nahalol; but the Canaanites dwelt
among them, and became tributaries.

ASHER ZEBULUN 3" Neither did Asher drive out the
inhabitants of Accho, nor the inhabitants
of Zidon, nor of Ahlab, nor of Achzib, nor
of Helbah, nor of Aphik, nor of Rehob:

32 But the Asherites dwelt among the
Canaanites, the inhabitants of the land:
for they did not drive them out.

32 Neither did Naphtali drive out the
inhabitants of Bethshemesh, nor the
inhabitants of Bethanath; but he dwelt
among the Canaanites, the inhabitants
of the land: nevertheless the inhabitants
of Bethshemesh and of Bethanath

NAPHTALI

became tributaries unto them.
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ASHER

NAPHTALI
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but the Canaanites dwelt
among them, and became tributaries.

stead of driving them out, they took money from them.

nevertheless the inhabitants
of Bethshemesh and of Bethanath

became tributaries unto them.



Judges 1:34

34 And the Amorites forced the children of
Dan into the mountain:
for they would not suffer them to come
down to the valley:




Israel In Canaan

Joshua 1o Samuel and Saul

Judges 1:35-36
35 But the Amorites would dwell in mount
Heres in Aijalon, and in Shaalbim:
; F yet the hand of the house of Joseph
e _ prevailed, so that they became tributaries.

SHAALBIM 4 i :
ol £ 36 And the coast of the Amorites was from

iy,
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-

N T the going up to Akrabbim, from the rock,

and upward.




Chapter 2 begins with God’s judgment
upon the Israelites for their failure to
drive out the pagan nations from the
Promised Land.

First, an angel of God came to remind
them of what God had commanded, and
his warning of the consequence if they
disobeyed that command.

Chapter 2

And an angel of the LORD come up from Gigal to
Bochim, and said, 1 made you to go up out of Egypt,
and have brought you unto the fand which 1 sware unto
your fathers; and I sald, 1 will never break my covenant
with you.

And ye shall make no league with the inhabitants of
this land; ye shall throw down their altars: but ye have
not obeyed my voice: why have ye done this?
Wherefore I also said, I will not drive them out from
before you; but they shall be as thorns In your sides,
and their gods shall be a snare unto you.

And It came to pass, when the angel of the LORD spake
these words unto all the children of Tsrael, that the
people lifted up their voice, and wept.

And they called the name of that place Bochim: and
they sacrificed there unto the LORD.

And when Joshua had et the people go, the children of
Isracl went every man unto his Inheritance to possess
the fand,

And the pecple served the LORD all the days of Joshua,
and all the days of the elders that outhived Joshua, who
had seen all the great works of the LORD, that he did
for Israel,

And Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the LORD,
died, being an hundred and ten years old,

And they buried him in the border of his inheritance in
Timnathheres, In the mount of Ephraim, on the north
side of the hill Gaash.

And also all that generation were gathered unto their
fathers: and there arose ancther generation after
them, which knew not the LORD, nor yet the works
which he had done for Israel,

11
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And the children of Israel did evil In the sight of the
LORD, and served Baalim:

And they forsock the LORD God of their fathers, which
brought them out of the land of Egypt, and followed
other gods, of the gods of the people that were round
about them, and bowed themselves unto them, and
provoked the LORD to anger.

And they forsook the LORD, and served 8aal and
Ashtaroth.

And the anger of the LORD was hot against Israel,

and he delivered them into the hands of spollers that
spolled them, and he soid them Into the hands of their
enemies round about, 5o that they could not any longer
stand before their enemies,

Whithersoever they went out, the hand of the LORD
was against them for evil, as the LORD had sald, and
as the LORD had sworn unto them: and they were
greatly distressed.

Nevertheless the LORD raised up judges, which dellv-
ered them out of the hand of those that spoiled them,
And yet they would not hearken unto their judges,

but they went a whoring after other gods, and bowed
themselves unto them: they turned quickly out of the
way which their fathers walied in, obeying the com-
mandments of the LORD; but they did not so,

And when the LORD ralsed them up judges, then the
LORD was with the judge, and delivered them out of
the hand of their enemies all the days of the judge: for
Rrep d the LORD b of their gr

reason of them that oppressed them md nmd them.
And It came to pass, when the judge was dead, that
they returned, and corrupted themselves more than
their fathers, In following other gods to serve them,
and to bow down unto them; they ceased not from
their own doings, nor from their stubborn way,

And the anger of the LORD was hot against Israel; and
he sald, Because that this people hath transgressed
my which I dad their fathers, and
have not hearkened unto my volce;

I also will not henceforth drive out any from before
them of the nations which Joshua left when he died:
mxthrwnmmlmypmurul whether they
will keep the way of the LORD to walk therein, as their
fﬂh;udlﬂtupt.oraot

Thecefore the LORD left those nations, without driving
them out hastily; neither delivered he them Into the
hand of Joshua, p
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Israel In Canaan

Joshua 1o Samuel and Saul

Judges 2:1-3
' And an angel of the LORD came up from
Gilgal to Bochim, and said,
I made you to go up out of Egypt, and
2 ’ have brought you unto the land which |
GREAT [ taa __ ” sware unto your fathers; and | said,
- A0 | | will never break my covenant with you.
S o And ye shall make no league with the
BQCH'M o y inhabitants of this land;

9“‘ . ye shall throw down their altars:
,_.,"-f but ye have not obeyed my voice:
- why have ye done this?
Wherefore | also said,
| will not drive them out from before
you; but they shall be as thorns in your
sides, and their gods shall be a snare

unto you.

THE
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Israel In Canaan

Joshua 1o Samuel and Saul

_ , Judges 2:4-5
GREAT | RS e 4 And it came to pass, when the angel of
T~ the LORD spake these words unto all the
children of Israel, that the people lifted
up their voice, and wept.

5 And they called the name of that place
Bochim [“The Weepers”]:
and they sacrificed there unto the LORD.




The generation that entered into the
Promised Land were now all dead,
and a new faithless generation had
replaced them.

Chapter 2

And an angel of the LORD came up from Gilgal to
Bochim, and said, 1 made you to go up out of Egypt,
and have brought you unto the fand which 1 sware unto
your fathers; and I said, 1 will never break my covenant
with you.

And ye shall make no league with the inhabitants of
this land; ye shall throw down their altars: but ye have
not obeyed my voice: why have ye done this?
Wherefore 1 also said, I will not drive them out from
before you; but they shall be as thorns In your sides,
and their gods shall be a snare unto you.

And It came to pass, when the angel of the LORD spake
these words unto all the children of Tsrael, that the
people lifted up their voice, and wept,

And they called the name of that place Bochim: and
they sacrificed there unto the LORD.

And when Joshua had let the pecple go, the children of

Israel went every man unto his Inheritance to possess

the land,

And the pecple served the LORD ali the days of Joshua,

and all the days of the elders that outhved Joshua, who

had seen all the great works of the LORD, that he did

for Israel,

And Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the LORD,

died, being an hundred and ten years old,

And they buried him in the border of his Inheritance in
in the mount of Ephraim, on the north

side of the hill Gaash.

And aiso all that generation were gathered unto their

fathers: and there arose another generation after

them, which knew not the LORD, nor yet the works

which he had done for Israel,

11
12

13
14

15

16

17

21
22

23

And the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the
LORD, and served Baalim:

And they forsock the LORD God of their fathers, which
brought them out of the land of Egypt, and followed
other gods, of the gods of the pecple that were round
about them, and bowed themselves unto them, and
provoked the LORD to anger.

And they forsock the LORD, and served Baal and
Ashtaroth.

And the anger of the LORD was hot against Israel,

and he delivered them into the hands of spollers that
spolled them, and he soid them Into the hands of their
enemies round about, 50 that they could not any longer
stand before their enemies,

Whithersoever they went out, the hand of the LORD
was against them for evil, as the LORD had sald, and
as the LORD had sworn unto them: and they were
greatly distressed.

Nevertheless the LORD raised up judges, which dellv-
ered them out of the hand of those that spoiled them,
And yet they would not hearken unto their judges,
but they went a whoring after other gods, and bowed
themselves unto them: they turned quickly out of the
way which their fathers walied in, obeying the com-
mandments of the LORD; but they did not so,

And when the LORD ralsed them up judges, then the
LORD was with the judge, and delivered them out of
the hand of their enemies all the days of the judge: for
Rr ted the LORD b of their gr

reason of them that oppressed them ondmdthem
And It came to pass, when the judge was dead, that
thay returned, and corrupted themselves more than
their fathers, In following other gods to serve them,
and to bow down unto them; they ceased not from
their own doings, nor from their stubborn way,

And the anger of the LORD was hot against Israel; and
he sald, Because that this people hath tran:

my which I ded their fathers, and
have not hearkened unto my voice;

I also will not henceforth drive out any from before
them of the nations which Joshua left when he died:
mumwmx may prove 1srael, whether they
mmmwamwaowmm as their
fathers did keep It, or not.




Joshua has a very remarkable legacy.

Judges 2:6-7

6 And when Joshua had let the people go,
the children of Israel went every man
unto his inheritance to possess the land.

7 And the people served the LORD

all the days of Joshua,

and all the days of the elders that
outlived Joshua,

who had seen all the great works of the
LORD, that he did for Israel.




Israel In Canaan

Joshua 1o Samuel and Saul

But the generation born in the Promised
Land knew nothing of him or his God.

Judges 2:8-10
e , & And Joshua the son of Nun,
GREAT  |SEEa o - the servant of the LORD, died,
i i being an hundred and ten years old.
And they buried him in the border of his
. TIMNATHHERES, inheritance in Timnathheres,
L TRME N in the mount of Ephraim,
: on the north side of the hill Gaash.
And also all that generation were
gathered unto their fathers:
and there arose another generation
after them, which knew not the LORD,
nor yet the works which he had done for
Israel.

THE




Verses 11-19 encapsulate the story of this
book.

This is the first of the seven cycles of
rebellion to deliverance to rebellion.

Chapter 2

And an angel of the LORD came up from Gilgal to
Bochim, and said, 1 made you to go up out of Egypt,
and have brought you unto the fand which 1 sware unto
your fathers; and I said, 1 will never break my covenant
with you.

And ye shall make no league with the inhabitants of
this land; ye shall throw down their altars: but ye have
not obeyed my voice: why have ye done this?
Wherefore I also said, I will not drive them out from
before you; but they shall be as thorns In your sides,
and their gods shall be a snare unto you.

And It came to pass, when the angel of the LORD spake
these words unto all the children of Tsrael, that the
pecple lifted up their voice, and wept,

And they called the name of that place Bochim: and
they sacrificed there unto the LORD.

And when Joshua had et the people go, the children of
Israol went every man unto his Inheritance to possess
the fand,

And the pecple served the LORD all the days of Joshua,
and all the days of the elders that outhived Joshua, who
had seen all the great works of the LORD, that he did
for Israel,

And Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the LORD,
died, being an hundred and ten years old,

And they buried him in the border of his inheritance in
Timnathheres, In the mount of Ephraim, on the north
side of the hill Gaash.

And also all that generation were gathered unto their
fathers: and there arose another generation after
them, which knew not the LORD, nor yet the works
which he had done for Israel,
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And the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the
LORD, and served Baalim:
And they forsock the LORD God of their fathers, which

mmmmwuo.wmwvw
Ashtaroth.
And the anger of the LORD was hot against I1srael,

round about, 5o that they could not any longer
Whitharsoever they went out, the hand of the LORD
was against them for evil, as the LORD had sald, and
as the LORD had sworn unto them: and they were
‘greatly distressed,

Nevertheless the LORD raised up judges, which dellv-
mmmummwmmwm.

And the anger of the LORD was hot against Israel; and
he sald, Because that this people hath transgressed
my which I dad their fathers, and
have not hearkened unto my voice;

I also will not henceforth drive out any from before
them of the nations which Joshua left when he died:
mumrwghmm prove Israel, whether they
mmmnwomnwuowmm as thelr
w:dmt.waot




CYCEL JUDGE TRIBE ENEMY REFERENCE
1) - 1:1to 3:4

This is the first of seven cycles of rebellion to deliverance to rebellion.







Judges 2:11-15

And the children of Israel did evil in the
sight of the LORD, and served Baalim:
And they forsook the LORD God of
their fathers, which brought them out
of the land of Egypt, and followed
other gods, of the gods of the people

n

that were round about them,

and bowed themselves unto them,
and provoked the LORD to anger.
And they forsook the LORD,

and served Baal and Ashtaroth.

4 And the anger of the LORD was hot

against Israel, and he delivered them
into the hands of spoilers that spoiled
them, and he sold them into the hands
of their enemies round about,

so that they could not any longer stand
before their enemies.

5 Whithersoever they went out,

the hand of the LORD was against
them for evil, as the LORD had said,
and as the LORD had sworn unto them:
and they were greatly distressed.




'® And when the LORD raised them up
Judges 2:16-19 judges,
6 Nevertheless the LORD raised up then the LORD was with the judge,
judges, which delivered them out of and delivered them out of the hand of

the hand of those that spoiled them. their enemies all the days of the judge:
And yet they would not hearken unto for it repented the LORD because of their

their judges, but they went a whoring groanings by reason of them that
after other gods, oppressed them and vexed them.

and bowed themselves unto them: And it came to pass,

they turned quickly out of the way when the judge was dead,

which their fathers walked in, obeying that they retumed, and corrupted
the commandments of the LORD; themselves more than their fathers,

biit thiey did not <o, in following other gods to serve them,
and to bow down unto them;

they ceased not from their own doings,

nor from their stubborn way.
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'® And when the LORD raised them up

Judges 2:16-19 judges,
6 Nevertheless the LORD raised up then the LORD was with the judge,
judges, which delivered them out of and dehvered them out of the hand of

the hand of those that spq These judges did not hold court They were lnstruments of God —

17
And_ y'et theywonld fiot he rather blunt instruments in fact — used to execute his judgment.
their judges, but they wen®® S e e

after other gods, oppressed them and vexed them.
and bowed themselves unto them: 9 And it came to pass,

they turned quickly out of the way when the judge was dead,

which their fathers walked in, obeying that they retumed, and corrupted
the commandments of the LORD; themselves more than their fathers,

biit thiey did not <o, in following other gods to serve them,
and to bow down unto them;

they ceased not from their own doings,

nor from their stubborn way.



Each one begins the same way...

CYCLE 1
211 And the children of Israel did evil in the
sight of the LORD, and served Baalim...

CYCLE 2

37 And the children of Israel did evil in the
sight of the LORD, and forgat the LORD
their God, and served Baalim and the
groves.

CYCLE 3
312 And the children of Israel did evil again
in the sight of the LORD...

CYCLE 4
41 And the children of Israel again did evil in
the sight of the LORD, when Ehud was
dead.

CYCLE 5
61 And the children of Israel did evil in the

sight of the LORD: and the LORD delivered
them into the hand of Midian seven years.

CYCLE 6

19:6 And the children of Israel did evil again
in the sight of the LORD, and served
Baalim, and Ashtaroth, and the gods of
Syria, and the gods of Zidon, and the gods
of Moab, and the gods of the children of
Ammon, and the gods of the Philistines,
and forsook the LORD, and served not him.

CYCLE 7
37 And the children of Israel did evil again
in the sight of the LORD; and the LORD
delivered them into the hand of the
Philistines forty years.




The LORD said that Israel’s struggles
would be her testing ground.

Chapter 2

And an angel of the LORD came up from Gigal to
Bochim, and said, I made you to go up out of Egypt,
and have t you unto the fand which 1 sware unto.

mfm.wluulﬂmrbmkmm-

with you.

And ye shall make no league with the inhabitants of
this land; ye shall throw down their altars: but ye have
not obeyed my voice: why have ye done this?
Wherefore ! also sakd, I will not drive them out from
before you; but they shall be as thorns In your sides,
and their gods shall be a snare unto you.

And It came to pass, when the angel of the LORD spake
Mwomumummdmumm
people lifted up their voice, and wept,

And they called the name of that place Bochim: and
they sacrificed there unto the LORD.

'And when Joshua had fet the people go, the children of

Isracl went every man unte his Inheritance to possess
the fand,

And the pecple served the LORD all the days of Joshua,
and all the days of the elders that outived Joshua, who
had seen all the great works of the LORD, that he did
for Israel,

And Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the LORD,
died, being an hundred and ten years old,

And they buried him in the border of his inheritance in
Timnathheres, in the mount of Ephraim, on the north
side of the hill Gaash.

And aiso all that generation were gathered unto their
fathers: and there arose another generation after
them, which knew not the LORD, nor yet the works
which he had done for Israel,

11
12

13
14

15

16
17

18

mmemulmnmmmmum
LORD, and served Baalim:
AMMM"\.LORDGOGO’MWI.Q'M’!

about them, and bowed themselves unto them, and
provoked the LORD to anger.

And they forsook the LORD, and served Baal and
Ashtaroth.

And the anger of the LORD was hot against Israel,
and he delivered them into the hands of spollers that
spolled them, and he soid them Into the hands of their
enemies round about, 5o that they could not any longer
stand before their enemies,
Whithersoever they went out, the hand of the LORD
was against them for evil, as the LORD had sald, and
as the LORD had sworn unto them: and they were
greatly distressed.

Nevertheless the LORD raised up judges, which dellv-
ered them out of the hand of those that spoiled them,
And yet they would not hearken unto their judges,
but they went a whoring after other gods, and bowed
themselves unto them: they turned quickly out of the
way which their fathers waliked In, obeying the com-
mandments of the LORD; but they did not so,

And when the LORD ralsed them up judges, then the
LORD was with the judge, and delivered them out of
mnwamnmaum«wdmom for
" d the LORD b of their groanings by
mdmmmmmwmm
And It came to pass, when the judge was dead, that

and to bow down unto them; they ceased not from
thelr own doings, nor from their stubborn way,




The control the LORD exercised over
their circumstances is unimpeachable
proof of his sovereignty.

Knowing the path that Israel would take,
God deliberately allowed certain nations
to remain in the Promised Land.

T
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Judges 2:20-23
22 And the anger of the LORD was hot

21

22

23

against Israel; and he said,

Because that this people hath
transgressed my covenant which |
commanded their fathers,

and have not hearkened unto my voice;
| also will not henceforth drive out any
from before them of the nations which
Joshua left when he died:

That through them | may prove lIsrael,
whether they will keep the way of the
LORD to walk therein,

as their fathers did keep it, or not.
Therefore the LORD left those nations,
without driving them out hastily;
neither delivered he them into the hand

of Joshua.




The opening verses of Chapter 3 name
the enemies of Israel that God let remain
in the land of Canaan, and the reason he
did so:

1

12

12

14

Know wmmmr atthe
{4 2 knew nothing thereof; %

'm:

mmummmmmmufuw
prove Israel by them, aven as many of Israel as had
not known ail the wars of Canaan;

Only that the ¢

Namely, mwammmu ”6
naanites, and the Sidonlans, and the Mivites that dwelt

hmmm mmm
'm

‘Md thc :hldm cf Israel dweit among the Canaanites,
mam CM Amorites, and Perizzites, and Hivites, and

mmwwmzmwumum-. and
@ave their daughters to their sons, and served their
gods.

And the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the
LORD, and forgat the LORD their God, and served Baa-
lm and the groves.

Therefore the anger of the LORD was hot against Is-
rael, and he sold them Into the hand of Chushanrisha-
thaim king of Mesopotamia: and the children of Israel
served Chushanrishathaim eight years,

And when the children of Israel cried unto the LORD,
the LORD raised up a deliverer to the children of Israel,
who delivered them, even Othnlel the son of Kenaz,
Caleb’s younger brother.

And the Spirit of the LORD came upon him, and he
Judged Israel, and went out to war: and the LORD
delivered Chushanrishathaim km of Muopoumu into
his hand; and his hand p 9 hanrisha-
thalm.

And the land had rest forty years. And Othnlel the son
of Kenaz died.

mmcmormummmmmmupma
the LORD: and the LORD strengthened Eg|
duoabmmlnd.umummm.wlh
the sight of the LORD.

And he gathered unto him the children of Ammon and
Amalek, and went and smote Israel, and possessed the
city of palm trees.

So the children of israel served Egloa the king of Moab
eighteen years,

But when the children of Israel cried unto the LORD,
the LORD raised them up a deliverer, Ehud the son of
Gera, a Benjamite, a man lefthanded: and by him the
children of Israel sent a present unto Eglon the king of
Moab.
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But Ehud made him a dagger which had two edges, of 3
cubit length; and he did gird it under his raiment upon
his right thigh,

And he brought the present unto Eglon king of Moab:
and Eglon was a very fat man,

And when he had made an end to offer the present, he
sent away the people that bare the present.

But he himself turned again from the quarries that
‘were by Gligal, and said, I have a secret errand unto
thee, O king: who sald, Keep silence. And all that stood
by him went out from him.

And Ehud came unto him; and he was sitting In a sum-
mer pariour, which he had for himsel alone. And Ehud
sald, 1 have a message from God unto thee. And he
arose out of his seat.

And Ehud put forth his left hand, and took the dagger
from his right thigh, and thrust it into his belly:

And the haft also went in after the blade; and the fat
closed upon the blade, 5o that be could not draw the
dagger out of his belly; and the dirt came out.
mmawmntmmmmmm and shut the
doors of the pariour upon him, and locked them.
When he was gone ocut, his servants came; and when
they saw that, behcid, the doors of the pariour were
locknd,mquw.swivucmthmlmmm
summer cham

AMMWMannMM and, behold,
hcmmdnummdmommrdmm
took a key, and opened them: and, behold, their lord
was fallen down dead on the earth.

And Ehud escaped while they tarried, and passed be-
yond the quarries, and escaped unto Seirath,

And It came to pass, when he was come, that he blew a
trumpet In the mountain of Ephraim, and the children
of Israel went down with him from the mount, and he
before them,

And he said unto them, Follow after me: for the LORD
hath o d your the Moabites into your
hand. And they went down after him, and took the
fords of Jordan toward Moab, and suffered not @ man
10 pass over.

And they siew of Moab at that time sbout ten thou-
sand men, all lusty, and all men of valour; and there
escaped not a man,

30 ‘So Moad was subdued that day under the hand of

n

Israel. And the land had rest fourscore years.

And after him was Shamgar the son of Anath, which
mummnmwmmmwmmu
goad: auudwumnnd. p
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Judges 3:1-4

' Now these are the nations which the
LORD left, to prove Israel by them,
even as many of Israel as had not
known all the wars of Canaan;
Only that the generations of the

children of Israel might know,
to teach them war,

at the least such as before knew
nothing thereof;

Namely, five lords of the Philistines,
and all the Canaanites,

and the Sidonians, and the Hivites that
dwelt in mount Lebanon,

from mount Baalhermon unto the
entering in of Hamath.

And they were to prove Israel by them,
to know whether they would hearken
unto the commandments of the LORD,
which he commanded their fathers by
the hand of Moses.




THE STRUCTURE OF THE BOOK OF JUDGES

(from Nelson’s Complete Book of Bible Maps and Charts)

Part One: 1:1to 3:4 The Deterioration of Israel and Failure to
Complete the Conquest of Canaan

Part Two: 3:5t016:31  The Deliverance of Israel During the Seven Cycles

Part Three: 17:1to21:25 The Depravity of Israel in Sinning like the Canaanites

This concludes Part One of the Book of Judges.




THE STRUCTURE OF THE BOOK OF JUDGES

(from Nelson’s Complete Book of Bible Maps and Charts)

Part One: 1:1t0 3:4 The Deterioration of Israel and Failure to
Complete the Conquest of Canaan

Part Two: 3:5 to16:31  The Deliverance of Israel During the Seven Cycles

Part Three: 17:1to21:25 The Depravity of Israel in Sinning like the Canaanites

Part Two will commence with Othniel, the first of the judges.







