Chapter 9: Abimelech



CYCLE JUDGE TRIBE ENEMY REFERENCE

The story of Gideon’s murderous son is included in the 5% cycle.

Manasseh _ 8:33 to 9:57




====# Gideon's men pursue

| == Ephraimites seize fords

of the Jordan River

This man is spoken of in the close of
Chapter 8:

Judges 8:30-31

3¢ And Gideon had threescore and ten
sons of his body begotten:
for he had many wives.

3" And his concubine that was in
Shechem,
she also bare him a son,
whose name he called Abimelech.




The story of Abilemech is told in
the 57 verses of Chapter 9.

It begins with his scheme to
seize power over the people of
Shechem.

First, he garnered the support
of his mother’s —and notably,
not his father’s —kinsmen.
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And Abimelech the son of K unto his mother's bretheen,
and communed with them, and with all the family of the house of M mothes's
father, saying,

Speak, 1 pray you, = the oars of all the men of Shechom, Whaother Is botter for you,
oithor that oll 1he sons of Jerubbast, which are threescone and tem persona, reign
Over you, or that one relgn over you? remember also that T am your bose and yout

And his mothes’s brethren spake of him in the oars of all the mea of Shocken alf
Mwummmuormmmmmwuu

wmwmwcmmmdwmﬂdwmd
fith, A Nrod vain and Sght persons, which followed him.

wont, and Made Ablmelech king, by the plain of the piSlar that was in Shechem,

Al whar they toM & ta Jtham, he want and stood # the top of mount Geditim, -
ond Mied up Ms voice, and cried, and sald unto them, Hoarkes uato me, ye men

\'.,dwaommwm
MOnnu-b-oNolmomM“IMMth

Reign thou over us.
1§ beave mwy fatness, wheruwith by ma thay
aver the trees?

Bt the Bg tree seid unto them, Should [ forsake my swaotness, and my good frut,

ond 9o to be promoted over the trees?

Then sald the trees unto the vine, Come thuw, and relgn over s,

And the viee said unto them, Should [ leave my wine, which cheareth God and man,

8nd 9o o be promoted over the trees?

Then sald a8 the trees unto the tvamble, Come thou, aed ralgn over us.

And the bramble sald unto the trees, I in truth ye anciet me king over youl, then

e::o.-duﬂw- -wmuvmuNnmuumhm
devour the

mmo,nnmmuw“mm.mnmnmm
Abimelech king, and If yu doalt well with Jerubbaal and his house, and have
done unte Nm asccording deserving of Nis hands,

{¥ex vy fattm adventured his ifo far, and delvered you out of
. the hand of 0"&&

mnm-mwmmmmu—m ond have slais his sons,
mwlmmwmmum u-mu
his maldservant, king over the men of Shechem, because
11 yo than have deslt truly and sincerely
Wﬁ. ye In Abtmelech, .ndlulmmdnmmh
0ot et Moo €ome o from Abdmalech, mmmdm
the house of Millo; and et fire come ot from the men of Shechem, and from the
house of Nillo, and duveus Abimalech.
A Jokham ran away, and fled, and weet to Beer, and dwelt there, for fear of
Abimebech his brether,

Wiven Abimelech had reigeed three yeors over Israel,

Then God sent an avll spieit betwoen Ablmefech and the men of Shechem; and the
men of Shecham doalt with Ab

That the cruelty done 1o the threescoce and ten sons of Jerubbasal might come, and
heir bleod be Lkt upon Abimelech their brother, which shew them; and upon the
men of Shachem, which alded him i the killing of his hrethren.
munmdmmm--mummmwammnmu
ey rotbed all that came along that way by them: and it wos teld
mwthmd!mmm&mummbm“
he men of Shechem pot thelr confidence in
mmmmmmmumnmmnmm
grapes, and made marry, and wont inte the hoose of their god. and did est and
doiek, and Dorsed Abdmetech.

And Gaal the son of EBed seid, Who Is Atimelech, and who Is Shechem, that we
should sarve bim? Is not he the son of Jeruttaal? and Zebul bis officer? sorve the
men of Hamee the fathor of Shechom: for wity shoctd we serve Mm?
nlvmuuon"uuwhmwmwnmmulmm
Abimebech, And he said to Abimeloch, Increase thine acmy, and come out.

n

And when Zebul the ruler of the city heard the words of Goaal the san of Ebed, hs
sngar was kindled,

And he sent messengers unto Absneloch peivily, saying, Bohold, Gaal the son of
(Mcm:: i be coma 10 Shach and, behadd, they fortily the city
against

Now therefore up by night, thou and the people that is with thee, and lia ¥n walt n
the Nela:

And it shall be, that In the morning, as 5000 a3 the sun Iy up, thou shalt rise early,
a0 set UpON the cRy; and, Behold, when he and the people that is with him come
oot apalnat thee, thon mayest thew do Lo them as thou shalt find occasion.

And Abimelech rose up, and all the people that wore with him, by night, and they
Laid walt against Shechom in four companies.

And Gaal the so0 of Ebed wont out, and stood In the entering of the gate of the
city: and Abimelech rose wp, and the people that were with him, from Bying in wait,
And whan Gaal saw the people, be sald to Zebul, Behold, there come people down

from the top of the mountains. And Zebul sald unto Nm, Thoe seest the shadow of
the mountalns as If they were mon.
mc.dwd-wmwd.s«mfummmwmmum
tand, and compary come along by the plain of Meonenia.

ancther
20 Thon sald Zetwl unko him, Whore Is sow thy mouth, wharowith thoo saldet, Who
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s Abimedech, that we should serve Nim? is not this the people that thou hast
deapined? 00 out, 1 pray now, and Hght with them,

And Ganl weet out before the mon of Shechenn, and fought with Abdmeloch.

And Atdmeioch chased bim, and he flod before Nm, and many wern overthronn and
wounded, even wito the antering of the gate.

Ared Abimetech dwelt at Acumah: and Zebul theust out Gaal and his brethren, that
1hey should not dwell in Shachom.

And It came 1o pass oo the morrow, that the people went out Intd the Neld; and
thay told Abimelech

And ha tock tha people, and dvided them into thres companies, and laid walt in the
fleld, and looknd, and, bohold, the peopls ware come forth out of the dty; and he
1088 v against them, and smote them. R

And Abmwiech, and tho compasry that was with Him, rushed forward, and stood in
the entering of the gate of the city: and the two other companies ran upon all the
people that were in the flelds, and shew them.

And Atderwioch foaght againat the city all that day; and he took the dty, and slew
the people that was therein, and beat down the city, and sowed It with salt.

And when &8 the men of the tower of Shechem heard that, they anterad Into an
hodd of 1he house of the god Berith.

Andd It was told Abneloch, that o the men of the tomer of Shecherm were gatherod

together.
mwumwwmxmmuuwmm"-m

mammmmmmwmmwmm
6 put tham Lo the hold, and set the hald on fire upon theen; o that all the men of
1he tower of Shecher dind also, sbout  thousand men and woemen.

Then went Abimelech to Thebes, and encameed against Thobaz, and took it.

Bt there was a strong towed within the City, and thithes fled all the men and
mmumydtnay,qnnummmmmmmwd

the tower,
And Abivaiech Came ﬂ&ulm ummmummomm
Sooe of the tower to buls it withifive.

Mm;‘nmmmyummm-m sakd weto fom,
m-mmmﬁvmumwntdmc.Amd-'Mm.lr
Young man thrust him eough, and he ded,
MMI’.M‘I‘.‘.&IMM“M
man uno hs place.
mmmmmum

nl-vﬁ savesty brethren:
thdhmdMﬂQg
them came the curse of Jotham the son of
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Judges 9:1-2
' And Abimelech the son of Jerubbaal
went to Shechem unto his mother's
brethren, and communed with them,
and with all the family of the house of
his mother's father, saying,
2 Speak, | pray you,
in the ears of all the men of Shechem,
Whether is better for you,
either that all the sons of Jerubbaal,
which are threescore and ten persons,
reign over you,
L or that one reign over you?
remember also that | am your bone and
v your flesh.

= e
r -

N3

-
< ’
] &

AN




His mother’s family helped
him win over the people of
his Shechem. They gave him
money taken from the altar
of their idolatrous gods
which he used it to hire an
army of dishonorable men.
He then went to his father
Gideon’s city of Ophrah, and
there he murdered all but
the youngest of his 70 sons.
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20 not, ket fce€ome oud from Abdmelech, and

Crapter 9

And Abimelech the son of X unto his mother's bretheen,
and communed with them, and with all the family of the house of hs mother's
father, saying,

Speak, 1 pray you, i the esrs of sl the men of Shechom, Whether Is botter for you,
oithor that oll 1he sons of Jerubbasl, which are threescore and tem persona, reign
mmvwmcmmmrmmmulmmmmw

bbanl went to Sh

And his mother's brethren spake of him in the oars of all the mea of Shochem alf
mwummwuolmmmmmm-w
brother.

And they gave hm thioescore and ton geeces of sitver out of the house of
tith, Neod vain and Sght perwons, which s
And bhe went unto his fathes s house at Optwah, and slew his bretheen the sons of

went, and made Ablmelech kg, by the plakn of the pillar that was in Shechom,
Ard whon they told & ta Jetham, he want and stood & the top of mount Gerltim, -
and Mied up s voice, and cried, and sald unto them, Hoarken wato me, ye men
\dmmwmmmm
mwhtm..-u-u-nn.wmm aod they sakd unto the

lm-ﬂw—-.mmnwn-tm
aver the trees;

11 Bt the Bg troe seid unto them, Mlluuhmmmmowhm

and 9o to be promoted over the trees?

12 Then sald the trees unto the vine, Come thu, and relon over us.
13 And the viee said unto them, Should [ leave rmy wine, which cheereth God and man,

8nd 9o o be promoted over the trees?

14 Then sald aB the trees unto the bramble, Come thou, and relgn over us.
15 And the bramble sald unto the trees, B in truth ye anciet e

King over you, then
wwumm-mmuvmuhmuumhm
devour the M-w
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doalt well with Jerubbaal and his house, and have
deserving of Wis hands,

adventured his ife far, and delivered you out of
-

ymnm-mwmmmmmm and have slaim his sons,

mwlmmwmmummw the son of
over the men of Shechem, because he s your Beother)
sincerely with Jerubbaal and with his house this dey,

the house of Milo; mdldhonnoﬂhmmmdmmmm
house of Nillo, and duveur

Abimaloch.
21 And Jotham ran away, and fled, and weet to Beer, and dwelt there, for fear of

Abimedech his b

22 When Abimelech had reigeed three yeors over Israel,
23 Then God sent an avil spieit betwoon Abimefech and the men of Shechem; and the

men of doalt with

24 That the crueity done to the threescoce and ten sons of Jerubbaal might come, and

Thelr blecd be ekt upon Abimelech their brother, which shew them; and upon the

men of Shochem, which aided him i the killing of his

hrethren.
25 And the men of Shechem set lhers s walt for Nim In the top of the mountains, sd

ey rotded all that came along that way by them: and it wos teld

Abanelech,
26 mcodthmd!bdmm&mumwwtom“

the men of Shechem

Pt their confdence in
27 mmmmmmmummmm&nmm

grapes, and made marry, and wont inte the hoose of their god. and did est and
doiek, and Dorsed Abdmetech.

28 And Gaal the son of Ebed ssid, Who Is Abdmelech, and who Is Shechenm, that we

M“Wbuﬂhﬂnmdhﬁ?“lﬁ&“mh
men of Hamar the father of Shechom: f0r wivy swald we serve hm?

20 And would to God this poople wore under my hand! then would | remove
© Abimelech, And he s3id to Abimelech, Increase thine acmy, and come out.
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And when Zebul the ruler of the city heard the werds of Goal the son of Ehed, Nis
sngar was kindled,

wiviy, saylog, Bohold, Gaal the son of
and, behadd, they fortily the city

Now therefore up by night, thou and the peogle that is with thee, and he n walt in
the Neld:

And It shall be, that In the morring, as 5000 as the sun Is up, thoa shalt rise early,
a0 set UpON the city; and, Behold, when he and the pecple that is with him come
oot apainat thee, then mayest thew do to them as thou shalt find occasion.

Assd Abimelech rose up, and all the people that wore with him, by night, and they
Laid walt against Shechem in four companies.

And Gaal the so0 of Ebed wont out, and stood In the entering of the gate of the
<ity: and Abimelech rose wp, and the people that were with him, from Bying in wait,
And whan Gaal saw the people, he said to Zebul, Behold, there come people down
1mmmdmmnmmzmwmmmummw¢o«d
the mountains as If they were mon.

And Gaal spake again and sald, See there come peogle down by the middie of the
fand, and ancther comparry come along by the plain of Meonenim.

Then sald Zetrl unto i, Whore Is sow thy mouth, whorowith (hou saldet, Who

5 Abimedech, that we should serve hm? is not this the people that thou hast
despised? 00 out, 1 pray now, and Hight with them.

And Gaal weekt out before the mon of Shachen, snd fought with Atsmeloch.

And Atdenetoch chased bom, and he fled before Nm, and many wers overthrown and
wounded, even wito the antering of the gate.

Ard Abimetech dwolt at Arumah: and Zebul theust out Gaal and his brethren, that
1hey should not dwell in Shachom.

And It came 10 pass oo the morrow, that the people went out Into the Neld; and
thay told Abimelech

And ha tock the people, and Svided them it thres companies, and laid walt in the
fleld, and looked, and, bﬂmmm“nmmmdmm and he
1088 v against them, and smote them.

And Abmwiech, and tho compasry that was with Him, rushed forward, and stood in
the entering of the gate of the city: and the two other companies ran upon all the
people that were in the felds, and shew them.,

And Atdermioch foaght againat the cty afl that day; and he took the aty, and slew
the people that was therein, and beat down the city, and sowed It with salt.

And when #8 the men of the tower of Shechem heard that, they entered Into an
hodd of the house of the god Berith.
Andd It was told Abneloch, that o the men of the tomer of Shecherm were gatherod

together.

And Abimetoch gat Mm up to moeet Zakmon, he and all the poopde that wore with
harg and Abimedech took an axe ko his hand, and cet down & bough from the trees,
aod took 1L, and lald It on his sheudder, and sald unts the people that were with M,
What ye have seen me do, make hasto, and do as | have done.

And all the people lewise ot down every man Ns bough, and followed Atdmelech,
ad put them to the hold, and set the hald on fire wpon theen, so that all the mon of
1ha tower of Shecher dind slso, about & thousand men and woenes

Then went Abimelech to Thebez, and ancamged against Thobaz, and took it

Bt there was a strong towed within the City, and thithes fled all the men and

mnnnmmnay,qulmmmwmmmmwn

the tower.

mmmmum -uu-nmn.ummcmm

Soor of the tower to burs it with five.

mn«mm&.mdom"wtuﬂdh
s skl

Then he calied hastily unto the young man his armourboarer, and sakd wto fom,

Oraw thy sword, and shay me, that men say not of me, A woman shew him, Aad bis

Young man thrust him theough, and he ded, '/—
And whon the men of Isrsel saw that Abimelech every
Mu‘ohﬁn ew “MMM 'A
mm.mmmam

alaying his seventy brethren: #;‘,’ \
mdthddﬂnmﬂmmw .an -\d.u
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Judges 9:3-6

3 And his mother's brethren spake of him in the ears of all the men of Shechem all these words:
and their hearts inclined to follow Abimelech;
for they said, He is our brother.
And they gave him threescore and ten pieces of silver out of the house of Baalberith,
wherewith Abimelech hired vain and light [worthless and reckless] persons,

which followed him.

And he went unto his father's house at Ophrah, and slew his brethren the sons of Jerubbaal,
being threescore and ten persons, upon one stone:

notwithstanding yet Jotham the youngest son of Jerubbaal was left; for he hid himself.

And all the men of Shechem gathered together, and all the house of Millo,
and went, and made Abimelech king, by the plain of the pillar that was in Shechem.




When Jotham (the only
surviving son) learned what
Abimelech had done, he
warned the people of Shechem
to rethink their decision:

Judges 9:7
7 And when they told it to

Jotham, he went and stood
in the top of mount Gerizim,
and lifted up his voice, and
cried, and said unto them,
Hearken unto me, ye men of
Shechem, that God may
hearken unto you.
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Crapter 9

1 And Abimelech the son of Jerubbaal went to Sh unto his mother's bretheen,
mmmmmmnuu—t-mnmmmamm
fathes, saying,

2 Speak, I pray you, W the ears of ol the men of Shechom, Whether Is botter for you,

oithor that oll 1he sons of Jerubbasl, which are threescore and tem persona, reign

Over you, of that 0ne relgn over yeu? remember also that I am your bose and you
Nesh.

And his mother’s brethren spake of him in the oars of all the mea of Shockhem all

these words: and thelr hearts inclined 1o follow Abimeloch; for they sabd, He s owr

brother.
wowmmw.mt:mdumunammu
Lo

ot u-uumammmutmmmm
1hou over us.

and the
Then sald the trees unto the vine, Come thaw, and reion over us,

brambla sald unto the trees, I in truth ye anciet me
Y

harve made
doalt well with Jerubbaal and his house, and have
deserving of Wis hands;

v

fr
the house of Millo; and let fire come ot from the men of Shechem, and lromlht
house of Nilla, and duveus Abimalech.
21 And Jotham ran away, and fled, and weet to Beer, and dwelt there, for foar of
Abimedech his brother,

22 When Abimelech had reigoed three yeors over Israel,
23 Then God sent an avil spieit Betwoen Ablmefech and the men of Shechem; and the
men of Shecham doall treacherously with Atimeloch:

24 That the crueity done to the threescoce and ten sons of Jerubbaal might come, and
Abimelech

hrethren.

25 And the men of Shecherm set theys i walt for Fim in the top of the mountains, and
ey rotbed all that came along that way by them: and It wos teld Abimelech,

26 thnmd!Mmﬂm&NM“MWQom“
he men of Shechem pot thelr confidence in

27 mmmmmmmummmmnmmm
grapes, and made merry, and went inte the hoese of their god. and did est and
Aok, and Darsed Abimelech.

28 And Gaal the son of EBed said, Who Is Atimelech, and who Is Shechenm, that we
should serve bin? Is not he the son of Jerutiaal? and Zebul bis o#icer? sorve the
men of Hamaor the father of Shechom: for wivy stwald we serve hm?

20 And would to God this poople wore under my hand! then would | remove

© Abimelech, And he said to Abimeloch, Increase thine acmy, and come out.

and sald unto them, Hearkea usto me, ye men
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%aid unte them, Should 1 kave my wine, which cheareth God and man,
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And when Zebul the ruler of the city heard the werds of Goal the son of Ehed, Nis
sngar was kindled,

Absmeloch peivly, saying, Bohold, Gaal the son of
and, behodd, thay fortify the city

Now therefore up by night, thou and the peogle that is with thee, and he n walt in
the Neld:

And It shall be, that In the morning, as 5000 as the sun Iy up, thoa shalt rise sarly,
a0 et Upon the city; and, Behold, when he and the people that &s with him come
oot apainal thee, thon mayest thow do Lo them as thou shalt find occasion.

Assd Abimelech rose up, and all the people that wore with him, by night, and they
Laid walt against Shechem in four companies.

And Gaal the so0 of Ebed wont out, and stood In the entering of the gate of the
city: and Abimelech rose wp, and the people that were with him, from Bying in wait,
And whan Gaal saw the people, be sald to Zebul, Bebold, there come people down
from the top of the mountains. And Zebud sakd unto Mm, Thow seest the shadow of
the mountains as If they were men.

And Gaal spake again and sald, See there come peogle down by the midde of the
fand, and ancther comparry come along try the plain of Meonenim.

Then sald Zetrl unto i, Whore Is sow thy mouth, whorowith (hou saldet, Who

s Abimedech, that we should serve Nim? is not this the people that thou hast
despined? 9o owt, 1 pray now, and Hight with them.

And Gonl week out before the mon of Shechenn, snd fought with Abdmeloch.

And Atdenetoch chased bom, and he fled before Nm, and many wers overthrown and
wounded, even wito the antecing of the gate.

Ared Abimedech dwolt st Arumah: and Zebol theust out Gaal and his brethren, that
1hey should not dwell in Shachom.

And It came to pass oo the morrow, that the people went out Intd the Beld; and
thay told Abimelech

And ha tock the people, and Gvided them oo thres companies, and lald walt in the
Hleld, and looked, and, mth-mwmwlmmdmm and he
1088 v against them, and smote them.

And Abemwiech, aod tho compasry that was with bim, rushed forward, and stood in
the entering of the gate of the city: and the two other companies ran upon all the
people that were in the felds, and shew them.,

And Atdermioch foaght againat the city all that day; and he took the dty, and slew
the people that was therein, and beat down the city, and sowed It with salt.

And when #8 the men of the tower of Shechem heard that, they entered Into an
hodd of the house of the god Besith.

Andd It was told Abneloch, that o the men of the tomer of Shecherm were gatherod

together.

And Abimetoch gat Mm up to moeet Zakmon, he and all the poopde that wore with
hw; and Abimedech took an axe ko his hand, and cst down & bowgh from the trees,
aod took 1L, and lald It on his sheudder, and sald unts the people that were with M,
What ye have seen me do, make hasto, and do as | have done.

And all the people lewise cut down every man Ns bough, and followed Atdmmlech,
oad put tham Lo the hold, and set the bald on fre upen theen, so that all the men of
1he tower of Shecher dind atso, about 8 thousand men and woenen

Then went Abimelech to Thebez, and ancamged against Thobaz, and took it

Bt there was a strong towed within the City, and thither Med all the men and
mua'mmmay,u“nmmmmm-mnmwa
the tower,
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Soor of the tower to buls it with five.
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Wrake Pis

Thaen he called hastily unto the young man his armowboarer, and sakd weto fom,

Orirw thry sword, and shay me, that men say not of me, A woman slew him, And ik

Young man theust him twoogh, and he ded. ’-/'
mmnnmdwumlmum“muwwmv
his seveaty brethren:

man uno his place.
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He began his speech with a parable

Judges 9:8-15

8

The trees went forth on a time to anoint a king over them;

and they said unto the olive tree, Reign thou over us.

But the olive tree said unto them, Should | leave my fatness,

wherewith by me they honour God and man, and go to be promoted over the trees?

And the trees said to the fig tree, Come thou, and reign over us.
But the fig tree said unto them, Should | forsake my sweetness,
and my good fruit, and go to be promoted over the trees?

Then said the trees unto the vine, Come thou, and reign over us.
And the vine said unto them,
Should I leave my wine, which cheereth God and man, and go to be promoted over the trees?

Then said all the trees unto the bramble, Come thou, and reign over us.

And the bramble said unto the trees,

If in truth ye anoint me king over you, then come and put your trust in my shadow:
and if not, let fire come out of the bramble, and devour the cedars of Lebanon.




He began his speech with a parable

Judges 9:8-15

8

The trees went forth on a time to anoint a king over them;
and they said unto the olive tree, Reign thou over us.

But the olive tree said unto them, Should | leave my fatness,
wherewith by me they

And the trees said to the

But the fig tree said unt
and my good fruit, and g

The olive tree, fig tree, and vine represent Gideon and his lawful sons
“who wisely refused to leave their God-appointed places of usefulness
in order to go and reign over the trees.” The bramble is Abimelech

“who not only eagerly accepted the invitation but warned that he would

QUSIEEIRUERUERINIG (jostroy the cedars of Lebanon if the trees did not elect him king.”
And the vine said unto t

. From Judges and Ruth A Self-Study Guide by Irving L. Jensen
Should I leave my wine, e ;

Then said all the trees unto the bramble, Come thou, and reign over us.

And the bramble said unto the trees,

If in truth ye anoint me king over you, then come and put your trust in my shadow:
and if not, let fire come out of the bramble, and devour the cedars of Lebanon.



He left them with a warning —
at the end of this chapter itis
called a curse — before running
away to hide.

Crapter 9
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And lech the son of Jerubbanl wont to Shechem unto hs mother's bretheen,
and communed with them, and with all the family of the house of hs mother's
fother, saying,

Speak, L pray you, i the eacs of sl the men of Shechom, Whether is botter for you,
ethor that oll the sons of ‘which are threescore and ten persona, reign
Over you, of that 0ne relgn over yeu? remember also that I am your bome and your

And his mother's brethren spake ¢ him in the oars of all the mea of Shochem alf
mw&ummmloiw-mhmmmhw
mu-}mmmmmmdmmummd
Baoiberith, wherewith Abimedtech Nrod vain and Sght persons, which followed him.
And he went unto his fathes’s house at Ogtwah, and slew his bretheen the sons of

wint, and ade Ablmelech k0g, by the plaln of the pifar that was in Shechem,
A whart they told & to Jotham, he want and stood # the top of mount Gerldm, -
_and up Ms voice, snd
trees m-nu-nun.mmm-mmmmm

1 beave myy fatness, wheruwith by mae they
aver the trees?
But the Bg troe seid unto them, Should [ forsake my sweotness, and my good fru,

ond 9o to be promoted over the trees?
Then said the trees unto the vine, Come thaw, and relgn ever us.

me king over
ummuvmun-mmumhm

oy e g

: for wite
uwhmnﬂumlu‘nnnm“lm
W.Mh-ﬂbmmmm and coma out.
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And when Zebul the ruler of the city heard the words of Goal the son of Ebed, Ns

And he sent messengers unto Absmelech pe vy, saying, Bohold, Gaal the son of
(M::ﬂ;ﬂ: hean bo come 10 Shach and, behadd, thay fortifly the city

the @
And It shall be, that In the morning, as 5000 as the sun Iy up, thou shalt rise early,
20 et UpON the cty; and, Behold, when he and the people that &s with him come
ot apainat thee, thon mayest thow do to them as thou shalt find occasien.

And Abimelech rose up, and all the people that were with him, by night, and they
companios.

Ared Abimetech dwelt at Acumah: and Zebul theust out Gaal and his brethren, that
1hey should not dwell in Shachom.

And It chme to pass en the mormow, that the people went out Into the Beld; and
thary told Abimetech.

ummﬁmummmwumwm.

the entering of the gate of the city: and the two other companies ran upon all the

m!MmmmM‘:,oMﬁ-
mwmmav-num.w»uouman.mm

the people that was therein, and beat down the city, and sowed It with salt.

And when #8 the men of the tower of Shechom heard that, they enterad Into an

hobd of the house of the god Berith.

And It was told Abneioch, that o8 the men of the tower of Shechem wero gatherod

together.
And Abimeloch gat Mm up to moent Zakmon, he and all the poopde that wure with
wamtm&nushﬁwwmm.mwwmlm&
o ook It, and lakd It on bis sheulder, and unts the people that were with M,
What ye have seen me o, make hasto, wn-xmm

And all the people ewise it down every man Ns bough, and followed Atimelech,
6 put tham o the hold, and set the hald on e upon theen; so that all the men of
1ha tower of Shecher dind slso, sbout & thousand men and woenes.

Then went Abimelech to Thobes, and encameed against Thebez, and took 1t.
Bt there was a strong tower within the City, and thither fed all the men and
mn‘-lmydlhay. st It £O tham, and gat them up to the top of

aﬁ)‘b—v upr'q&in.umn:aum
aﬁ-mau.u-m-wm.ﬁlu

-
Mmmmmmmm and sakd weto fom,

his armowboarer,
on-mmmnhvmumm-‘ldmAmlh-

Young man theust him eough, and
M“hmduﬂmmwmmw
wnian urto his place. A U
mmmmmaw
d.y” seventy brethren: ¢ >

the evil of the een of ﬂ” ..n
them came the curse of Jothar the son of .

e,



Judges 9:16-21

6 Now therefore, if ye have done truly and sincerely, in that ye have made Abimelech king,
and if ye have dealt well with Jerubbaal and his house,
and have done unto him according to the deserving of his hands;
(For my father fought for you, and adventured his life far, and delivered you out of the
hand of Midian:

And ye are risen up against my father's house this day, and have slain his sons,
threescore and ten persons, upon one stone, and have made Abimelech,

the son of his maidservant, king over the men of Shechem, because he is your brother;)

If ye then have dealt truly and sincerely with Jerubbaal and with his house this day,
then rejoice ye in Abimelech, and let him also rejoice in you:

But if not, let fire come out from Abimelech, and devour the men of Shechem,

and the house of Millo; and let fire come out from the men of Shechem,

and from the house of Millo, and devour Abimelech.

And Jotham ran away, and fled, and went to Beer, and dwelt there,
for fear of Abimelech his brother.




Three years later, God made a

move to ensure that the men of
Shechem were no longer happy

with their chosen king.

IS

Crapter 9
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And lech the son 1o Shechem unto hs mether's bretheen,
mwmmmnmmmcmummumm‘-
fathes, saying,

Speak, 1 pray you, i the esrs of ol the men of Shechem, Whether Is botter for you,
oithor that oll the sons of which are threescore and tem persona, reign
Over you, of that one relgn over you? remember also that I am your bose and you

MMWhmmbthlhmﬂdm-.dm‘
mn&ummwmtmmummmh-

mm.mn-nmummdmmun-md
which followed him.

and st00d i the top of mount Gerldim,

nmmmnmmmm
|1 bearve mmy fatness, wherewith by ma thay
aver the trees?

unto the vine, Come thin, and relgn over us,
tmmwmmmumnmmw&d“m

truth ye me king over you, then
hwm-‘ln&lﬁhmmdmkm

come and put yoss

ond devour the

Now theretore, f ye mump-unm

Abimelech king, and If yo dealt well with Jerubbaal and his house, and have

done unte hMm mdltm'-:

ot vy Tty his life far, and delivered you out of
o i i

from Abdmeloch, mihmdm
the house of wm‘moﬂhunmu-dmwmw
house of Nillo, and

duveus Abimalech.
mum-urum meludbl-v.ﬂMMMh-d
m brether,

n

n

Thn e Caked hastily unto the youno men hix

And when Zebul the ruler of the city heard the werds of Goal the son of Ebed, s

angar was kindled,
And he sent unte W ivEy, saying, Bohold, Gaal the son of
M“Nt‘ henn bo coma 10 Shacheny and, behald, they fartily the ity

MM«.QNM thou and the peogle that is with thee, and e in walt in

the Neld:
And It shall be, that In the morning, as 5000 as the sun Iy up, thou shalt rise early,
uumtnw and, behold, when he and the people that &s with him come
ot againat thee, then mayest thow do to them as thou shalt find occasion.
Al Abimelech rose up, and all the people that wore with him, by night, and they
Laidd walt against Shechem in four companies.
mmmmummmnmmmmammdm

come along try the plain of

MMMHNMMZN&\Q‘MM-‘I‘NMM
1hey should not dwell in Shachom.

And It come to pass en the morrow, that the people went out Inti the Beld; and
thary told Abimetech.

And Abmaiech, aod tho compasry that was with Him, rushed forward, and stood in
the entering of the gate of the city: and the twe other companies ran upon all the
people that were in the flelds, and shew them,

And Atderwloch foaght againat the city all that day; and he took the city, and sbew

the people that was therein, and beat down the city, and sowed It with salt.

And when #8 the men of the tower of Shechom heard that, they antered Into an

hobd of the house of the god Berith.

Andd It was told Abmeloch, that  the men of the tower of Shechem were gatherod

together.
And Abimeloch gat Mm up to moent Zakmon, he and all the poopde that wure with
haw; and Abimelech took an axe ko his hand, and ot down & bowgh from the troes,

And all the people ewise it down every man Ns bough, and followed Atimelech,
unmnthmduhhﬁpmwm %0 that all the men of
1ha tower of Shoachern dind slso, abeut & thousand men and woemnen.

Then went Abimelech to Thebes, and encameed against Thobaz, snd took it.

Bt there was a towes within the City, and thither fled all the men and
lwmwmmﬁgmmmd

l.ummuom
milistonn upon Atimelech’s heod, and all to
his armowboarer, and sakd wko fom,
MhM“MmMmmﬂdmAmhm
Young man thrust him wough, and
mmm-—uuummm-—m 4

strong
woman, and all they of the oy,
the tower. 3



God stirred up the men of Shechem
against Abimelech to avenge the death
of Gideon’s sons. They planned to
ambush him, but he learned of their
intentions.

Judges 9:22-25

22

When Abimelech had reigned three years
over lsrael,

Then God sent an evil spirit between
Abimelech and the men of Shechem;

and the men of Shechem dealt

treacherously with Abimelech:
That the cruelty done to the threescore
and ten sons of Jerubbaal might come,

and their blood be laid upon Abimelech
their brother, which slew them;

and upon the men of Shechem, which
aided him in the killing of his brethren.
And the men of Shechem set liers in wait
for him in the top of the mountains,

and they robbed all that came along that
way by them: and it was told Abimelech.




A man named Gaal, drunk on temple wine,
boasted of his plans to remove Abimelech
and his governor Zebul —not for Gideon’s
sake, but for his own.

Judges 9:26-29

6. And Gaal the son of Ebed came with his
brethren, and went over to Shechem:
and the men of Shechem put their
confidence in him.

7. And they went out into the fields,
and gathered their vineyards,
and trode the grapes, and made merry,
and went into the house of their god,
and did eat and drink,
and cursed Abimelech.

22 And Gaal the son of Ebed said,

Who is Abimelech,

and who is Shechem,

that we should serve him?

is not he the son of Jerubbaal?

and Zebul his officer?

serve the men of Hamor the father of
Shechem: for why should we serve him?

And would to God this people were
under my hand!
then would | remove Abimelech.

And he said to Abimelech,
Increase thine army, and come out.




One of Abimelech’s officers, a

man named Zebul, learned of the

intended insurrection. He told
Abimelech of Gaal’s plans, and

devised a counterattack against

him.

Crapter 9
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And lech the son of , 1o Shechem unto hs mether's bretheen,
and communed with them, and with all the family of the house of hs mother's
fother, saying,

Speak, L pray you, i the eacs of sl the men of Shechom, Whether is botter for you,
ethor that oll the sons of ‘which are threescore and ten persona, reign
Over you, of that 0ne relgn over yeu? remember also that I am your bome and your

And his mother’s brethren spake of him in the oars of all the mea of Shockhem alf
mw&ummmloiw-mhmmmhw
And they gave him thioescore and ton geeces of sitver out of the house of
Baoiberith, wherewith Abimedtech Nrod vain and Sght persons, which followed him.
And he went unto his fathes’s house at Ogtwah, and slew his bretheen the sons of
MMMWW‘NNM a0 Mone; netwithstanding yet
Jotham the Wudl«“w-mmh' hid Pamaelf

And all the men of Shechem gathered together, and all the heuse of Milo, and
wont, and mtade Ablmelech king, by the plan of the pifar that was in Shechem.

At wharn they Lol & ta Jotham, he want and stood 4 the top of mount Gerttim, -

Dot the Bg tree seid unto them, Should [ forsake my swaotness, and my Qood frut,
ond 9o to be promoted over the trees?
Then said the trees unto the vine, Come and relgn ever s,

P,
" MlhmmeMlhmmm which cheareth God and man,

to be promoted oves the trees?

me king over
ummuvmun-mmumhm

Now theretore, i ye

mt}h}h'm.mmnmm
W:ﬂmm'n well with

doalt Jerubbaal and his house, and have
deserving of Wis hands;
his life far, and deftvered you out of

e are risen up ageinst my father’s house this day, and have slais his sons,
rpescore and tan porsons, Upon ona wone, and Bave made Abimelech, the son of
h-nm:a:md L)

0oL, et Moo €ome o from Abimalech, and mmmdm
tbmoﬂ-o.wulﬁu ot from the men of Shechem, and from the
house of Nillo, and duveur Abimalech.
Mbmntum.wMMwﬂhlov.ﬂMM'uMd
Abimebech his brether,

brethren.
And the men of Shechem set thers in walt for Nim In the top of the mountains, sed
ey rotbed all that came along that way by them: and It wos teld Abimelech. ~
And Gaal the 500 of Ebed Canne with his tuethren, and went over 1o Shechem: and
the men of Shechem pot thelr confidence in hm. v
Acvd thay weat out 0o the Nelds, and gathered thelr viseyards, and trode the

mu-n-m.mmmm'mdmuwﬁun
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Ared Abimetech dwelt at Acumah: and Zebul theust out Gaal and his brethren, that
1hey should not dwell in Shachom.

And It chme to pass en the mormow, that the people went out Into the Beld; and
thary told Abimetech.

ummﬁmummmwumwm.

the entering of the gate of the city: and the two other companies ran upon all the

m!MmmmM‘:,oMﬁ-
mwmmav-num.w»uouman.mm

the people that was therein, and beat down the city, and sowed It with salt.

And when #8 the men of the tower of Shechom heard that, they enterad Into an

hobd of the house of the god Berith.

And It was told Abneioch, that o8 the men of the tower of Shechem wero gatherod

together.

And Ablmeloch gat Mm up to moeet Zakmon, he and all the poosde that wore with.
wamtm&nushﬁwwmm.mwwmlm&
o ook It, and lakd It on bis sheulder, and unts the people that were with M,
What ye have seen me o, make hasto, wn-xmm

And all the people ewise it down every man Ns bough, and followed Atimelech,
6 put tham o the hold, and set the hald on e upon theen; so that all the men of
1ha tower of Shecher dind slso, sbout & thousand men and woenes.

Then went Abimelech to Thobes, and encameed against Thebez, and took 1t.

Bt there was a strong tower within the City, and thither fed all the men and
mn‘-lmydlhay. st It £O tham, and gat them up to the top of

aﬁ)‘b—v upr'q&in.umn:aum
aﬁ-mau.u-m-wm.ﬁlu

-
Mmmmmmmm and sakd weto fom,

his armowboarer,
on-mmmnhvmumm-‘ldmAmlh-

Young man theust him eough, and
M“hmduﬂmmwmmw
wnian urto his place. A U
mmmmmaw
d.y” seventy brethren: ¢ >

the evil of the een of ﬂ” ..n
them came the curse of Jothar the son of .

e,



Judges 9:30-33

3° And when Zebul the ruler of the city
heard the words of Gaal the son of
Ebed, his anger was kindled.

3" And he sent messengers unto

Abimelech privily, saying,

Behold, Gaal the son of Ebed and his
brethren be come to Shechem;

and, behold, they fortify the city
against thee.

Now therefore up by night,

thou and the people that is with thee,
and lie in wait in the field:

And it shall be, that in the morning,

as soon as the sun is up,

thou shalt rise early,

and set upon the city:

and, behold, when he and the people
that is with him come out against thee,
then mayest thou do to them

as thou shalt find occasion.




MO
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When Gaal saw his men were s
outnumbered, Zebul mocked his
hesitancy to engage them. b

27
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lech the son of , 1o Shechem unto hs mether's bretheen,
mwmmm-n‘ml-mummummh
father, saying,
Speak, 1 pray you, i the esrs of ol the men of Shechem, Whether Is botter for you,
othor that oll the sons of which are threescore and tem persona, reign
mmuww-mmmcmmm‘lnmmmm

And his mothes’s brethien spake of him in the oars of all the mea of Shochem alf

wmummmmrmmmmmm-w

muwmmmmmmdmmummd
rith, Neod vain and Sght persons, followed hm.

o, and ade Ablmelech k30g, by the plain of the pifar that was in Shechem.
And whern they told & to Jetharm, he wank and stood & the top of mount Garliim, -

aver the trees;
Dot the Bg tree seid unto them, Should [ forsake my swaotness, and my Qood frut,
and @0 to be promoted over trees?

Then sald a8 the trees unto the tramble, Come thou, and relgn over us.

And thae bramble sald unto the trees, I in truth ye ancist e king Over you, then

e:‘p“pdvo- I vy shadow: aed If nok, let fire come out of the tramble,
devour the .

mm..nnmmmmm I that ye have made
a-xmnmmwm'mn.um

over the men of h b L)
11 yo than have deslt truly sad with Jerubbaal and with his house this dey,
yo In Abtmelech, and et him slso refolcs In you:
0oL, et Nice€ome out from Abimeloch, and devour the men of Shechem,
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And when Zebul the ruler of the city heard the words of Goal the son of Ebed, Ns
angar was kindled,

And be sent messengess unto peivy, saying, Bohold, Gaal the son of
M:i‘d;ﬂ: hean bo come 10 Shach and, behadd, thay fortily the city

Now therefore up by night, thou and the peogle that is with thee, and e in walt in
Nela:

the

And It shall be, that In the morning, as 5000 as the sun Iy up, thou shalt rise early,
20 et UpON the cty; and, Behold, when he and the people that &s with him come
o

apainst thee, then mayest thew o to them as thou shalt find occasion.
of the gate of the

....5.."'..“.'.’."3.".;".-‘

MMMHNM and Zebul thrust out Gaal and his brethren, that
thay should not dwell in Shachom. p

And It came 1o pass oo the morrow, that the people went out Into the Beld; and
thary told Abimetech

And ha tock the people, and dvided them ioto thres companies, and lald walt in 1he
MMWMNWM wore come forth out of the cty; and he
1056 v against them, and smote them,

And Abemwiech, and mwm-ummwmmw-mh
the entering of the gate of the city: and the two other companies ran upon all the
people that were in the flelds, and shew them.

And Atderwioch foaght againat the city all that day; and he took the city, and sbew
the people that was therein, and beat down the city, and sowed It with salt.

And when #8 the men of the tower of Shechom heard that, they enterad Into an
hodd of 1he house of the god Berith.

And It was told Abneioch, that o8 the men of the tower of Shechem wero gatherod

together.

And Abkmeloch gat Bm up to moent Zakmon, he and all the poopde that wore with

Mww!odnonh&wmmdmumthwmlm

a0 took It, and lald It on his sheuldar, and sald unts the people that were with M,

What yo have seen me o, make hasto, and do as | have done.

And all the people Iewise ot down every man Ns bough, and followed Atdmelech,

6 put tham Lo the hold, and set the hald on fire upon theen; o that all the men of

1ha tower of Shechers dind also, about 3 thousand men and woenes.

Then went Abimelech to Thobes, and encameed against Thebez, and took 1t.
strong tower within the City, and thither fled all the men and

women, and all they of the ot st It £O tham, and gat them up to the top of

the tower. i -

And Abimiech came *%a‘ BpAInst 1, and went haed unte the
dooe of the tower to burm it

And 3 Certatn woman &ma.m.—wm.‘ub

trake Pis skl -
mmmmmmmmm anu‘w?lh.

armowboarer,
ornovmm-hymumm-‘ldmAmu—

mmmmm



32 Then said Zebul unto him,
Where is now thy mouth,

wherewith thou saidst,

Judges 9:37-40 _ _ Who is Abimelech,
37 And Gaal spake again and said, T T X

Se.e there come people down by the is not this the people that thou hast
middle of the land, despised?
?r?d alrwgthefrl\;ompany come along by go out, | pray now, and fight with them.
€ plain ot Mieonenim. 39 And Gaal went out before the men of
Shechem, and fought with Abimelech.

40 And Abimelech chased him,
and he fled before him,
and many were overthrown and wounded,
even unto the entering of the gate.




Crapter 9

Abimelech squelched the
rebellion, and Zebul cast Gaal :.,
and his the men out of his city. |

Judges 9:41
And Abimelech dwelt at
Arumah: and Zebul thrust out
Gaal and his brethren,
that they should not dwell in
Shechem.

-
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And Abimelech the son to Shechem unto hs mother's bretheen,
wmmmmmnumimmumamms
father, saying,

Speak, 1 pray you, = the ears of all the men of Shechom, Whether Is botter for you,
othor that oll 1he sons of Jerubbasl, which are threescone and ten persona, reign
Over you, of that 0ne relgn over yeu? remember also that I am your bome and your
Nesh.

And his mother’s trethren spake of him in the oars of all the mea of Shochen alf
Mwummmuormmmmmwuu

wmwmwcmmmdwmﬂdwmd
fith, A Nrod vain and Sght persons, which followed him.

wont, and Made Ablmelech king, by the plain of the piSlar that was in Shechem,

Al whar they toM & ta Jtham, he want and stood # the top of mount Geditim, -
ond Mied up Ms voice, and cried, and sald unto them, Hoarkes uato me, ye men

\'.,dwaommwm
MOnnu-b-oNolmomM“IMMth

Reign thou over us.
1§ beave mwy fatness, wheruwith by ma thay
aver the trees?

Bt the Bg tree seid unto them, Should [ forsake my swaotness, and my good frut,
ond 9o to be promoted over the trees?

Then sald the trees unto the vine, Come thuw, and relgn over s,

And the viee said unto them, Should [ leave my wine, which cheareth God and man,
8nd 9o o be promoted over the trees?

Then sald a8 the trees unto the tvamble, Come thou, aed ralgn over us.

And the bramble sald unto the trees, I in truth ye anciet me king over youl, then
“wm.-duﬂw- -wmuvmuNnmuumhm
devour the

16 mmo,nnmmuw“mm.mnmnmm

mtho.undln
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s for you,

doalt well with Jerubbaal and his house, and have
deserving of Wis hands;
adventured his iife far, and delivered you out of

ymnm-mwmnqmmmm ond have slawm his sons,

mwtmmwmmumm , the son of
his maldservant, king over the men of Shechem, because 'nuyouvl-ou—.)
11 yo than have deslt truly and sincerely with Jerubbaal and with his house this dey,

fr and
the house of Milo; undldhmouhmmmdmm'mm
house of Nillo, and duveus Abimalech.
A Jokham ran away, and fled, and weet to Beer, and dwelt there, for fear of
Abimebech his brether,

Wiven Abimelech had reigeed three yeors over Israel,

Then God sent an avll spieit betwoen Ablmefech and the men of Shechem; and the
men of Shecham doalt with Ab

That the cruelty done 1o the threescoce and ten sons of Jerubbasal might come, and
heir bleod be Lkt upon Abimelech their brother, which shew them; and upon the
men of Shachem, which alded him i the killing of his hrethren.
munmdmmm--mummmwammnmu
ey rotbed all that came along that way by them: and it wos teld
mwthmd!mmm&mummbm“
he men of Shechem pot thelr confidence in
mmmmmmmumnmmnmm
grapes, and made marry, and wont inte the hoose of their god. and did est and
doiek, and Dorsed Abdmetech.

And Gaal the son of EBed seid, Who Is Atimelech, and who Is Shechem, that we
should sarve bim? Is not he the son of Jeruttaal? and Zebul bis officer? sorve the
men of Hamee the fathor of Shechom: for wity shoctd we serve Mm?
nlvmuuon"uuwhmwmwnmmulmm
Abimebech, And he said to Abimeloch, Increase thine acmy, and come out.

n

And when Zebul the ruler of the city heard the words of Goaal the san of Ebed, hs
sngar was kindled,

And he sent messengers unto Absneloch peivily, saying, Bohold, Gaal the son of
(Mcm:: i be coma 10 Shach and, behadd, they fortily the city
against

Now therefore up by night, thou and the people that is with thee, and lia ¥n walt n
the Nela:

And it shall be, that In the morning, as 5000 a3 the sun Iy up, thou shalt rise early,
a0 set UpON the cRy; and, Behold, when he and the people that is with him come
oot apalnat thee, thon mayest thew do Lo them as thou shalt find occasion.

And Abimelech rose up, and all the people that wore with him, by night, and they
Laid walt against Shechom in four companies.

And Gaal the so0 of Ebed wont out, and stood In the entering of the gate of the
city: and Abimelech rose wp, and the people that were with him, from Bying in wait,
And whan Gaal saw the people, be sald to Zebul, Behold, there come people down

from the top of the mountains. And Zebul sald unto Nm, Thoe seest the shadow of
the mountalns as If they were mon.
mc.dwd-wmwd.s«mfummmwmmum
tand, and compary come along by the plain of Meonenia.

ancther
20 Thon sald Zetwl unko him, Whore Is sow thy mouth, wharowith thoo saldet, Who

-4

43

4

5

s Abimedech, that we should serve Nim? is not this the people that thou hast
deapined? 00 out, 1 pray now, and Hght with them,
And Ganl weet out before the mon of Shechenn, and fought with Abdmeloch.
And Atdmeioch chased bim, and he fled before Nm, and many wers overthronwn and
Md.m-lotbmmdlmm

And Abimedech dwalt ummzmmmnm-‘uumm
they should not dwell in Shachem.
mtrumommmmmmmumnmu
thary 1
And ha tock the pecple, and dvided them Wmmwunmm
mmw.mmmmmmwuamm

lm.wm and smote them,

And Abemalech, and the comparry that was with him, rushed forwaed, and stood in
mmumu.dman nll’umaﬂmmnnm--lm
MM&--MNM&.

Mhﬂwmavancmwumumm.mh
ther peopde that was therein, and beat down the city, and sowed It with salt,

And when &8 the men of the tower of Shechem heard that, they antered Into an
hodd of 1he house of the god Berith.
Andd It was told Abneloch, that o the men of the tomer of Shecherm were gatherod

together.
mwumwwmxmmuuwmm"-m

mammmmmmwmmwmm
6 put tham Lo the hold, and set the hald on fire upon theen; o that all the men of
1he tower of Shecher dind also, sbout  thousand men and woemen.

Then went Abimelech to Thebes, and encameed against Thobaz, and took it.

Bt there was a strong towed within the City, and thithes fled all the men and
mmumydtnay,qnnummmmmmmwd

the tower,
And Abivaiech Came ﬂ&ulm ummmummomm
Sooe of the tower to buls it withifive.

Mm;‘nmmmyummm-m sakd weto fom,
m-mmmﬁvmumwntdmc.Amd-'Mm.lr
Young man thrust him eough, and he ded,
MMI’.M‘I‘.‘.&IMM“M
man uno hs place.
mmmmmum

nl-vﬁ savesty brethren:
thdhmdMﬂQg
them came the curse of Jotham the son of
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The next morning Abimelech was told that 4 And Abimelech, and the company that
the men of Shechem were outside the city was with him, rushed forward,

gates in the fields, and he chased after them. and stood in the entering of the gate of
He destroyed their city and their land. the city:

Judges 9:42-45 and the two other companies ran upon

£ And it came to pass on the morrow, all the people that were in the fields,

that the people went out into the field; and S'QYV them. _ '
and they told Abimelech. 4 And Abimelech fought against the city

all that day;
and he took the city,

43 And he took the people,

and divided them into three companies,

and laid wait in the field, and looked, and slew the people that was therein,
and, behold, ‘ and beat down the city,

and sowed it with salt.

the people were come forth out of the city;
and he rose up against them,
and smote them.
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When the people fled to the U
temple of Berith for refuge, 3.4
Abimelech and his men setiton = &
fire

27

¥

lech the son of , 1o Shechem unto hs mether's bretheen,
mwmmm-n‘ml-mummummh
father, saying,
Speak, 1 pray you, i the esrs of ol the men of Shechem, Whether Is botter for you,
othor that oll the sons of which are threescore and tem persona, reign
mmuww-mmmcmmm‘lnmmmm

And his mothes’s brethien spake of him in the oars of all the mea of Shochem alf

wmummmmrmmmmmm-w

muwmmmmmmdmmummd
rith, Neod vain and Sght persons, followed hm.

o, and ade Ablmelech k30g, by the plain of the pifar that was in Shechem.
And whern they told & to Jetharm, he wank and stood & the top of mount Garliim, -

aver the trees;
Dot the Bg tree seid unto them, Should [ forsake my swaotness, and my Qood frut,
and @0 to be promoted over trees?

Then sald aB the trees unto the tvamble, Come thou, sed ralgn over us.
And thae bramble sald unto the trees, I in truth ye ancist e king Over you, then
wmnn‘wtvc- I vy shadow: aed If nok, let fire come out of the tramble,
mm..nnmmmmmnw harve made
a-xmnmmwm'mn.um

over the men of h b L)
11 yo than have deslt truly sad with Jerubbaal and with his house this dey,
yo In Abtmelech, and et him slso refolcs In you:
0oL, et Nice€ome out from Abimeloch, and devour the men of Shechem,

“uﬁmlmmmom,nm—- -
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And when Zebul the ruler of the city heard the words of Goal the son of Ebed, Ns

And he sent messengers unto Absmelech pe vy, saying, Bohold, Gaal the son of
M:i‘d;ﬂ: hean bo come 10 Shach and, behadd, thay fortily the city

And It shall be, that In the morning, as 5000 as the sun Iy up, thou shalt rise early,
20 et UpON the cty; and, Behold, when he and the people that &s with him come
ot apainat thee, thon mayest thow do to them as thou shalt find occasien.

And Abimelech rose up, and all the people that were with him, by night, and they
companios.

Ared Abimetech dwelt at Acumah: and Zebul theust out Gaal and his brethren, that
1hey should not dwell in Shachom. p

And It came 1o pass oo the morrow, that the people went out Into the Beld; and
thary told Abimetech

And ha tock tha people, and dvided them into thres companies, and laid walt in the
fledd, and looknd, and, mmMmmwmdmav and he

1056 v against them, and smote them,
And Abmaiech, aod tho compasry that was with Him, rushed forward, and stood in
the entering of the gate of the city: and the two other companies ran upon all the
Mnm-—-mmmwmm

And Atderwioch foaght againat the city all that day; and he took the dty, and slew
the people that was therein, and beat down the city, and sowed It with salt.
Arvd when o8 the men of the tower of Shechem heard that, they entered Into an
hodd of the house of 1he god Berith.

Andd It was 1ol Abrsioch, that o the men of the tower of Shecherm were gatherod
mmumwwmxmmuwmmmmm

followed Atimmlech,
and put them Lo the hold, and set the bald on fice upon theen, o that all the men of
tha tower of Shecherm dind also, about a thousand men and woenen.

Than want Abimetech to Thebes, and encamged against Thoboz, and took it.
“llommmm-\qlnmmd
wl.aimh:duulho

mmmmmmmm anu‘w?lh.

armowboarer,
ornovmm-hymumm-‘ldmAmu—

mmmmm



48 And Abimelech gat him up to mount
Judges 9:46-49 Zalmon, he and all the people that were
46 And when all the men of the tower of with him; and Abimelech took an axe in
Shechem heard that, his hand, and cut down a bough from
they entered into an hold of the house the trees, and took it, and laid it on his
of the god Berith. shoulder, and said unto the people that
47 And it was told Abimelech, that all the were with him, What ye have seen me

men of the tower of Shechem were do, make haste, and do as | have done.

gathered together. And all the people likewise cut down
every man his bough, and followed
Abimelech, and put them to the hold,
and set the hold on fire upon them;
so that all the men of the tower of

Shechem died also,
about a thousand men and women.
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His army advanced to the city of
Thebez and conquered it as well.

Judges 9:50
50 Then went Abimelech to
Thebez, and encamped

against Thebez, and took it.

Crapter 9

1 And Abimelech the son of Jerubbaal went to Sh unto his mother's bretheen,
mmmmmmnuu—t-mnmmmamm
fathes, saying,

2 Speak, 1 pray you, n the eacs of ol the men of Shechom, Whether Is botter for you,
oithor that oll 1he sons of Jerubbasl, which are threescore and tem persona, reign
Over you, of that 0ne relgn over yeu? remember also that I am your bome and your
Nesh.

3 And his mother’s trethren spake of hien in the oars of all the men of Shochem all
these words: and thelr hearts inclined 1o follow Abimeloch; for they sabd, He s owr
brother.

4 wowm'—womlmmdwmunolmbmd

Nrod vain and Sght perwons, which followed him.

5 mummmmrwmmaou-mmmmummmd

honow God and man, and go to be pcomoted aver the
mnmummmmﬁoun.c-nmmnmomm

1 Bt the Bg tree seid unto them, Should [ forsake my swaotness, and my good frut,
and 9o to be promated owver the trees?

"

: ,'Q ummn«mmummnmwvmmmnwmcm
10
1

1% kdlh-bv-.hmwahlm.lhlvwnwmu\owmtm
mwummhmm 20ud If pok, lot ire come out of the tramble,
ond devour the ¢ w

16 muwo,nwmmakumm.nmnhmm

Abimelech king, and If ye doalt well with Jerubbaal and his house, and have
done unte Nm mm.. deserving of Wis hands;
v gn:-yr-o-wmm adventured his iife far, and delivered you out of
. the hand

y-‘unmvmwwnquw.mmm and have slaim his sons,
hrenecors and ten porsons, Upon con stone, and bave made Abimelech, the son of
his maldservant, king over the men of Shechem, because he Is your Beother;)

19 11 yo then have deslt truly and sincerely with Jerubbaal and with his house this dey,

— ye In Abimelech, and Mt him also refolcs in you

20 n’mumunwmmwmmmum
the house of Millo; and let fire come ot from the men of Shechem, and from the
house of Nilla, and duveus Abimalech.

21 And Jotham ran away, and flod, and week to Beer, and dwelt there, for fear of
Abimedech his brother,

22 When Abimelech had reigoed three yeors over Israel,

23 Then God sent an avil spieit Betwoen Ablmefech and the men of Shechem; and the
men of Shecham doall treacherously with Atimeloch:

24 That the crueity done to the threescoce and ten sons of Jerubbaal might come, and
helr blood be lakd upon their brother, which shew them; and upon the
men of Shachem, which alded him i the killing of his hrethren.

25 And the men of Shechem set lhers i walt for Nim In 1he top of the mountains, sod
ey rotbed all that came along that way by them: and It wos teld Abimelech,

26 thnmd!Mmﬂm&NM“MWQom“
he men of Shechem pot thelr confidence in

27 mmmmmmmummmmnmmm
grapes, and made merry, and went inte the hoese of their god. and did est and
Aok, and Darsed Abimelech.

28 And Gaal the son of EBed said, Who Is Atimelech, and who Is Shechenm, that we
should serve bin? Is not he the son of Jerutiaal? and Zebul bis o#icer? sorve the
men of Hamaor the father of Shechom: for wivy stwald we serve hm?

20 And would to God this poople wore under my hand! then would | remove

© Abimelech, And he said to Abimeloch, Increase thine acmy, and come out.
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And when Zebul the ruler of the city heard the words of Goaal the san of Ebed, hs

snger was kindled,

And he sent messengers unto Absneloch peivily, saying, Bohold, Gaal the son of
hed and his i bo coma 10 Shach and, behodd, thay fortify the city
against theo

Now therefore up by night, thou and the peogle that is with thee, and he n walt in
the Neld:

And It shall be, that In the morning, as 5000 as the sun Iy up, thoa shalt rise sarly,
a0 et Upon the city; and, Behold, when he and the people that &s with him come
oot apainal thee, thon mayest thow do Lo them as thou shalt find occasion.

Assd Abimelech rose up, and all the people that wore with him, by night, and they
Laid walt against Shechem in four companies.

And Gaal the so0 of Ebed wont out, and stood In the entering of the gate of the
city: and Abimelech rose wp, and the people that were with him, from Bying in wait,
And whan Gaal saw the people, be sald to Zebul, Bebhold, there come people down
1mmmdmmnmmzmwmmmumummma
the mountains as If they were men.

And Gaal spake again and sald, See there come peogle down by the midde of the
fand, and ancther comparry come along try the plain of Meonenim.

Then sald Zetrl unto i, Whore Is sow thy mouth, whorowith (hou saldet, Who
s Abimedech, that we should serve Nim? is not this the people that thou hast
despined? 9o owt, 1 pray now, and Hight with them.

And Gonl week out before the mon of Shechenn, snd fought with Abdmeloch.

And Atdenetoch chased bom, and he fled before Nm, and many wers overthrown and
wounded, even wito the antecing of the gate.

Ared Abimedech dwolt st Arumah: and Zebol theust out Gaal and his brethren, that
1hay should not dwell In Shachem,

And It came to pass oo the morrow, that the people went out Intd the Beld; and
thay told Abimelech

And ha tock the people, and Gvided them oo thres companies, and lald walt in the
Hleld, and looked, and, mth-mwmwlmmdmm and he
1088 v against them, and smote them.

And Abemwiech, aod tho compasry that was with bim, rushed forward, and stood in
the entering of the gate of the city: and the two other companies ran upon all the
people that were in the flelds, and shew them.

And Atdermioch foaght againat the city all that day; and he took the dty, and slew
the people that was therein, and beat down the city, and sowed It with salt.

And when #8 the men of the tower of Shechem heard that, they entered Into an
hodd of the house of the god Besith.
Andd It was told Abneloch, that o the men of the tomer of Shecherm were gatherod

together.

And Abimetoch gat Mm up to moeet Zakmon, he and all the poopde that wore with
hw; and Abimedech took an axe ko his hand, and cst down & bowgh from the trees,
aod took 1L, and lald It on his sheudder, and sald unts the people that were with M,
What ye have seen me do, make hasto, and do as | have done.

And all the people lewise cut down every man Ns bough, and followed Atdmmlech,
oo put tham Lo the hold, and set the hald on Nre upen theen, so that all the men of
1he tower of Shecher dind also, about » thousand men and woemnen

Then want Abimeloch to Thobes, and encamged against Thebez, and took 1.
Bt there was a strong tower within the Oty, and thithes fled all the men and
ru-mamm"“nnmummmumud

An Abivaiech came hde ~mmum

mummuﬁw o

mmﬂmaﬂw«.mnmmyaa
-

Thn he calied hastily unto the young man his armourboarer, and sakd wto fim,

Ovaw thry swocd, and shay me, that men say not of me, A woman shew him,

Young man theust him theoough, and he ded. -
M‘Mthmdhﬂmlmmmm WM

man uno hs place. M FROroNas “
mwvmmmntm

R e
mdthmdhmﬂmﬂw upon

them came the curse of Jotharm the son of Jerubbast. -~




Judges 9:51-52

5' But there was a strong tower within
the city, and thither fled all the men
and women, and all they of the city,
and shut it to them, and gat them up to
the top of the tower.

And Abimelech came unto the tower,
and fought against it, and went hard
unto the door of the tower to burn it
with fire.




Judges 9:53-54

53 And a certain woman cast a piece of a
millstone upon Abimelech's head,
and all to brake his skull.
Then he called hastily unto the young
man his armourbearer,
and said unto him,
Draw thy sword, and slay me,
that men say not of me,
A woman slew him.

And his young man thrust him through,
and he died.
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\ Crapter 9 30 And when Zebul the ruler of the city haard the werds of Goaal the son of Ebed, hs

£ 1 And lech the son 1o Shechem unto hs mother's bretheen, Snger was kindled.
‘ GMII!‘M Mnmmm-imnummummﬁ 31 And be sent messengers unto Abisnelech pr vy, saying, Bohold, Gaal the sen of
'..:,.'m' M‘MN“ hean bo coma 1o Shechemy; and, beheld, thay fartifly the city
% ”"'“.,.mm"'"‘:‘","'“"l"""“”::m,"’.:;‘:"""""“'I""" n mM«-.wm thou amd the peogle that is with thee, and e in walt in
M""""""“.m"“'°"""" Totmember alss. Biak I Jour beue'and you! 2 Nl“h that In the morming, &% 5000 a8 the sun Iy up, thos shalt rise early,
, uumtnw and, behold, when he and the people that &s with him come
3 And his mother's brethien spake of him in the oars of all the mea of Shochem all ot againat thee, then mayest thow do to them as thou shalt find occasion.

mn&ummwmtmmummmh- 34 Asd Abimetech rose up, and all the people that were with him, by night, and they
b Laidd walt against Shechem in four companies.
“ mm.m'-mummdwmuudmmd 35 And Gaal the 500 of Ebed wont out, and stood in the entering of the gate of the

Nrod vain and Sght persons, which followed him.
5 e et s R ot O S o ot < 1 BTHch o 9 the iople N et B e i
Jorubbasl, belng thieescorn and ten perscon, UPan ane sona: Rotwithstanding yet from the tep of the mountains. And Zebul sasd unto hm, Thoa seest the shodow of
6 m‘:-md&-d:bm mm&mudmm the mourkains e It they were man.
2 spake again come peoghe down midae
Mummmnmnamnmmhm % n«u mmm'&mmuwﬂ"' e
s - 7 A IMM“IHW.M and stood ¥ the top of mount Garleim, 20 Than sald Zetwl ko b, Whore Is sow thy mouth, wharowith thou saidet, Who
§ Hoarkea % - - that we should serve Nim? Is not this the people that thou hast
Thus, his story and the ninth T i L
3 e traes out " mon Abdeneloch.
chapter of Judges come to an et o ks g o e oy wiohe 33 Fod G e S e e
| But the clive tree said unto 1 beave ey fatness, wherewith by ma they , even wnko th of the gate. .
honour God and man, and go to be aver the trees? 41 And Abimetech dwolt st Acumah: and Zebol theust cut Gaal and his brethren, that
end And the trees sald to the fig tree, Come thow, sed relgn over us. hay should not dwell in Shachom.
. But the Bg troe seid unto them, Should [ forsake my sweotness, and my good fru, 42 And It came to pass oo the Morrow, that the people went out Into the feld; and
! e 0o e SRR Yo, Coma th end rilg i e
ver us, 4) And he tock the people, and dvided thom Ioto thres companies, and in the
:&u.mwmw::unxunmmmw&u“m s Aol mmmmmmwuamgﬂ
promoted trees? 1050 wp against them, and smote them,
14 Then sald ali the trees unto the tvamble, Come thou, aed ralgn over us. 44 And Abimatach, and the compasy that was with Him, rushed forwaed, and stood in
15 And the bramble sald unto the trees, B In truth ye anciet me king over you, then the entering of the gate of the city: and the twe other companies ran upon all the
ome and put yous I vy shadow: aed If ek, let fire come out of the tramble, people that wese in the Nelds, and shew them.
and devour the 45 And Atiermioch foaght sainst the ity afl that day; and he took the aty, and skyw
16 Now theretore, i ye mmump-unm the people that was therein, and beat down the city, and sowed It with salt.
W.‘.’-“'“'" “""':,":M““'M“"“ 46 And when ¥ the men of the tower of Shechom heard that, they antered into se
done unto deserving hands; hobd of the house of the god Besith.
37 T T i his lfo far, and doltvered you 0Ut S g7 pnet it was told Abimeloch, thal 3 the men of the tower of Shecherm were gatherod
o ye are risen up agunst my father’s house this day, and have siatn his sons, 4N And Abimeloch gat Nim up to mount Zalmon, he and all the poosss that were with
et M“Wm*"ﬁ“!“'“:w"'ﬁ““ hi; and Abimedech took an axe ko his hand, and st down & bough from the troes,
19,_uummum~mmm“mmmﬁum oyt bl inger p s sy o Lveaiy Nl sy
M‘hmw"m“mm e 49 And all the peogle ihewise Cut down every man Ms bough, and followed Atimelech,
e e e i Lo AR B Ca ROt Ut AL O S Wi et a0 put them to the hokd, sed set the hald on fire upon theen; o that all the men of
house of Milks, and deveis Abimakich. 1ha tower of Shechern dind also, about & thousand men and woenen.
2 erﬂM“M“uﬂbl‘%ﬂMM'ahd 40 Then want Abimelech to Thebez, and encamped against Thobez, and took 1t
Abimelech his brether. - 51 Bt there was 3 strong towes within tha City, and thither fled all the men and
22 Wves Abimebech had resgeed throe yaars over Isrsel, r“‘m"”m”“'”m“"mﬁ““m‘
23 Then God sent an avl spiot betwoon Abimefech and the men of Shechom; and the (el 3
i mteen e T, e e
Y sons come, Setiess
heir blosd be 1akd upon Abimelech their brother, which skew them; and Upon the 331 Aov 5 or il o R, Mme.ﬁlb
- men of Shachem, which aided him in tha killing of his brethren. e IVar e gl Dastiy ok (i Coians peort e b et
.l 25 And the men of Shecherm set thers i walt for Nim In 1he top of the mountains, sed . ot pouifro u':'.“‘"‘"‘ _‘“‘ N oo shew bl
ey rotised all that camme along that way by them: aed It wos teld . Dvw "'m""m i mup i)
\ 26 And Ganl the 300 of Ebed Came with his 2eud wont over 10 Shecherm: and YOR0G euin DOt
-~ the men of Shechem

Pt their confidence in him. .
27 mmmummmumﬂumum

‘Hamae
! - 20 And weould to God this poogle wore under my hand! then would | remove
. Jab' . Wumhd‘bmmmm and come out.




Judges 9:55-57
55 And when the men of Israel saw that
Abimelech was dead, they departed

every man unto his place.
56 Thus God rendered

the wickedness of Abimelech,

which he did unto his father,
in slaying his seventy brethren:

57 And all the evil of the men of Shechem
did God render upon their heads:
and upon them came the curse of
Jotham the son of Jerubbaal.
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