Chapters 13-16: Samson



THE STRUCTURE OF THE BOOK OF JUDGES

(from Nelson’s Complete Book of Bible Maps and Charts)

Part Two: 3:5 to16:31  The Deliverance of Israel During the Seven Cycles

This lesson completes Part Two, the main section of the book.




OTHNIEL SHAMGAR

TOLA

JAIR

ABDON

GIDEON

The final judge

in this book is
perhaps the best
known.




CYCLE JUDGE REFERENCE

The story of Samson marks the 7" and final cycle of the book.




The opening of the new cycle is
sadly familiar:

Judges 13:1

' And the children of Israel did evil
again in the sight of the LORD;
and the LORD delivered them
into the hand of the Philistines
forty years.

Chapter 13
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the LORD; and the LORD delivered them Into the hand
of the Philistines forty years.

And there was a certain man of Zorah, of the family of
the Danites, whose name was Manoah; and his wife was
barren, and bare not.

And the ange! of the LORD appeared unto the woman,
and sald unto her, Behold now, thou art barren, and
bearest not: but thou shalt conceive, and bear a son,
Now therefore beware, 1 pray thee, and drink not wine
nor strong drink, and eat not any unciean thing:

For, lo, thou shait conceive, and bear a son; and no
razor shall come on his head: for the chisd shall be a
Nazarite unto God from the womb: and he shall begin to
deliver Israel cut of the hand of the Philistines.

Then the woman came and told her husband, saying, A
man of God came unto me, and his countenance was
like the countenance of an angel of God, very terrible:
but T asked him not whence he was, neither told he me
his name:

But he said unto me, Behold, thou shalt conceive, and
bear a son; and now drink no wine nor strong drink,
neither eat any unciean thing: for the child shall be a
Nazarite to God from the womb to the day of his death.
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Then Mancah intreated the LORD, and sald, O my Lord,
fet the man of God which thou didst send come again
unto us, and teach us what we shall do unto the child
that shalk be born.

And God hearkened to the voice of Manoah; and the
angel of God came again unto the woman as she sat in
the fleld: but Manoah her husband was not with her.
And the woman made haste, and ran, and shewed her
husband, and said unto him, Behold, the man hath
appeared unto me, that came unto me the other day,
And Manoah arose, and went after his wife, and came
to the man, and said unto him, Art thou the man that
spakest unto the woman? And he said, I am,

And Manoah sakd, Now let thy words come to pass. How
shall we order the child, and how shall we do unto him?
And the angel of the LORD said unto Manoah, Of all that
I said unto the woaman let her beware.

She may not eat of any thing that cometh of the vine,
neither let her dnink wine or strong drink, nor eat any
unclean thing: all that I commanded her let ber observe.

And Manoah said unto the angel of the LORD, 1 pray
thee, let us detain thee, until we shall have made ready
# kid for thee.

And the angel of the LORD said unto Manoah, Though
thou detain mae, I will not eat of thy bread: and If thou
wilt offer a burnt offering, thou must offer it unto the
LORD, For Mancah knew not that he was an angel of the
LORD,

And Manoah said unto the angel of the LORD, What is
thy name, that when thy sayings come to Pass we may
do thee honour?

And the angel of the LORD sald unto him, Why askest
thou thus after my name, seeing it Is secret?

So Manoah took 3 kid with a meat offering, and offered
R upon a rock unto the LORD: and the angel did
wondrously; and Manoah and his wife looked on,

For & came to pass, when the flame went up toward
heaven from off the altar, that the angel of the LORD
ascended In the flame of the altar. And Mancah and his
wife lcoked on it, and fell on their faces to the ground,
But the ange! of the LORD did no more appear to
Mancah and to his wife. Then Manoah knew that he was
an angel of the LORD,

And Mancah said unto his wife, We shall surely die,

because we have seen God
MWMMWMNNMme

kil us, he would ot have received a burnt offering and

have told us such things as these. -

And the woman bare 3 son, and called his name
Samson: and the child grew, and the LORD blessed him,
wmmammmwmmnm
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This time, however, Israel’s deliverer
came by way of a miraculous birth to
a barren couple.

Chapter 13

And the children of Israel did avil again in the sight of
the LORD; and the LORD delivered them Into the hand
of the Philistines forty years.

And there was a certain man of Zorah, of the family of
the Danites, whose name was Manoah; and his wife was
barren, and bare not. p

thing:
For, lo, thou shalt conceive, and bear a son; and no
razor shall come on his head: for the chid shall be a
Nazarite unto God from the womb: and he shall begin to
deltver [srael out of the hand of the Phiistines.

Then the woman came and told ber husband, saying, A
man of God came unto me, and his countenance was
like the countenance of an angel of God, very terrible:
but I asked him not whence he was, neither told he me
his name:

But he s3id unto me, Behoid, thou shalt conceive, and
bear a son; and now drink no wine nor strong drink,
neither eat any unciean thing: for the child shall be a
Nazarite to God from the womb to the day of his death.
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Then Mancah intreated the LORD, and said, O my Lord,
let the man of God which thou didst send come again
unto us, and teach us what we shall do unto the chisd
that shall be born.

And God hearkened to the voice of Manoah; and the
angel of God came agaln uMo the woman as she sat In
the fleld: but Manoah her husband was not with her.
And the woman made haste, and ran, and shewed her
husband, and said unto him, Behoid, the man hath
appeared unto me, that came unto me the other day,
And Manoah arose, and went after his wife, and came
to the man, and said unto him, Art thou the man that
spakest unto the woman? And he said, 1 am,

And Manoah said, Now let thy words come to pass, How
shall we order the child, and how shall we do unto him?
And the angel of the LORD said unto Manocah, Of all that
I sald unto the woman ket her beware.

She may not eat of any thing that cometh of the vine,
neither let her drink wine or strong drink, nor eat any
unclean thing: all that 1 commanded her let her observe.

And Manoah said unto the angel of the LORD, I pray
thee, let us detain thee, untd we shall have made ready
# kid for thee.

And the angel of the LORD said unto Manoah, Though
thou detain mae, I will not eat of thy bread: and If thou
wilt offer a burnt offering, thou must offer it unto the
LORD, For Mancah knew not that he was an angel of the
LORD

And Manoah said unto the angel of the LORD, What is
thy name, that when thy sayings come o pass we may
do thee honour?

And the angel of the LORD sald unto him, Wity askest
thou thus after my name, seeing it is secret?

So Manoah took a kid with a meat offering, and offered
R upon a rock unto the LORD: and the angel did
wondrously; and Manoah and his wife looked on,

For k came to pass, when the flame went up toward
heaven from off the altar, that the angel of the LORD
ascended In the flame of the altar. And Mancah and his
wife looked on it, and fell on their faces to the ground,
But the angel of the LORD did no mare appear to
Mancah and to his wife. Then Manoah knew that he was
an angel of the LORD,

And Manoah salkd unto his wife, We shall surely dee,
because we have seen God,

But his wife said unto him, If the LORD were pleased to
Kill us, he would not have recelved a burnt offering and
2 meat offering at our hands, neither would he have
shewed us all these things, nor would as at this time
have told us such things as these.

And the woman bare a son, and called his name
Samson: and the child grew, and the LORD blessed him,
And the Spirit of the LORD began to move him at times
in the camp of Dan b Zorah and




——




”Sarnson's Mother

The first woman in Samson’s life was his mother.




Judges 13:2-5
2 And there was a certain man of Zorah,
of the family of the Danites,
whose name was Manoah;
and his wife was barren, and bare not.
3 And the angel of the LORD appeared
unto the woman, and said unto her,

Behold now, thou art barren, and
bearest not: but thou shalt conceive,
and bear a son.

Now therefore beware, | pray thee,
and drink not wine nor strong drink,
and eat not any unclean thing:

For, lo, thou shalt conceive,

and bear a son;

and no razor shall come on his head:
for the child shall be a Nazarite unto
God from the womb:

and he shall begin to deliver Israel
out of the hand of the Philistines.




Judges 13:2-5

2 And there was a certain man of Zorah,
of the family of the Danites,
whose name was Manoah;
and his wife was barren, and bare not.

3 And the angel of the LORD appeared
unto the woman, and said unto her,
Behold now, thou art barren, and
bearest not: but thou shalt conceive,
and bear a son.

4 Now therefore beware, | pray thee,
and drink not wine nor strong drink,
and eat not any unclean thing: s

5 For, lo, thou shalt conceive,
and bear a son;
and no razor shall come on his head:
for the child shall be a Nazarite unto
God from the womb:
and he shall begin to deliver Israel
out of the hand of the Philistines.

The mother herself was not told to become a
Nazarite, but since the child in her womb would
be affected by everything she consumed,

she was put under the same dietary restrictions.




The duties of the Nazarite are recorded in Numbers 6:

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,

Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them,

When either man or woman shall separate themselves to vow a vow of a Nazarite,
to separate themselves unto the LORD:

He shall separate himself from wine and strong drink,

and shall drink no vinegar of wine, or vinegar of strong drink,

neither shall he drink any liquor of grapes, nor eat moist grapes, or dried.

All the days of his separation shall he eat nothing that is made of the vine tree,
from the kernels even to the husk.

All the days of the vow of his separation there shall no razor come upon his head:
until the days be fulfilled, in the which he separateth himself unto the LORD,

he shall be holy, and shall let the locks of the hair of his head grow.




Manoah’s wife took the good news
to her husband:
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And the children of Israel did avil again In the sight of
the LORD; and the LORD delivered them Into the hand
of the Philistines forty years.

And there was 3 certain man of Zorah, of the family of
the Danites, whose name was Manoah; and his wife was
barren, and bare not.

And the angel of the LORD appeared unto the woman,
and sald unto ber, Behold now, thou art barren, and
bearest not: but thou shait conceive, and bear a son,
Now therefore beware, 1 pray thee, and drink not wine
nor strong drink, and eat not any unciean thing:

For, lo, thou shalt conceive, and bear a son; and o
razor shall come on his head: for the chisd shall be »
Nazarite unto God from the womb: and he shall begin to
deliver [srael out of the hand of the Philistines,

Then the woman came and told ber husband, saying, A
man of God came unto me, and his countenance was
like the countenance of an angel of God, very terrible:
but I asked him not whence he was, neither told he me
his name:

But he 53id unto me, Behold, thou shait conceive, and
bear a son; and now drink no wine nor strong drink,
neither eat any unciean thing: for the child shall be a
Nazarite to God from the womb to the day of his death.
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Then Mancah intreated the LORD, and said, O my Lord,
let the man of God which thou didst send come again
unto us, and teach us what we shall do unto the chisd
that shall be born.

And God hearkened to the voice of Manoah; and the
angel of God came agaln uMo the woman as she sat In
the fleld: but Manoah her husband was not with her.
And the woman made haste, and ran, and shewed her
husband, and sald unto him, Behoid, the man hath
appeared unto me, that came unto me the other day,
And Manoah arose, and went after his wife, and came
to the man, and said unto him, Art thou the man that
spakest unto the woman? And he said, 1 am,

And Manoah said, Now let thy words come to pass, How
shall we order the child, and how shall we do unto him?
And the angel of the LORD said unto Manocah, Of all that
I sald unto the woman ket her beware.

She may not eat of any thing that cometh of the vine,
neither let her drink wine or strong drink, nor eat any
unclean thing: all that 1 commanded her let her observe.

And Manoah said unto the angel of the LORD, I pray
thee, let us detain thee, until we shall have made reacy
# kid for thee.

And the angel of the LORD said unto Manoah, Though
thou detain mae, I will not eat of thy bread: and If thou
wilt offer a burnt offering, thou must offer it unto the
LORD, For Mancah knew not that he was an angel of the
LORD

And Manoah said unto the angel of the LORD, What is
thy name, that when thy sayings come o pass we may
do thee honour?

And the angel of the LORD sald unto him, Wity askest
thou thus after my name, seeing it is secret?

So Manoah took a kid with a meat offering, and offered
R upon a rock unto the LORD: and the angel did
wondrously; and Manoah and his wife looked on,

For & came to pass, when the flame went up toward
heaven from off the altar, that the angel of the LORD
ascended In the flame of the altar. And Mancah and his
wife looked on it, and fell on their faces to the ground,
But the angel of the LORD did no mare appear to
Mancah and to his wife. Then Manoah knew that he was
an angel of the LORD,

And Manoah sald unto his wife, We shall surely dee,
because we have seen God,

But his wife said unto him, If the LORD were pleased to
Kill us, he would ROt have recelved a burnt offering and
2 meat offgring at our hands, neither would he have
shewed us all these things, nor would as at this time
have told us such things as these.

And the woman bare a son, and called his name
Samson: and the child grew, and the LORD blessed him,
And the Spirit of the LORD began to move him at times
In the camp of Dan b Zorah and




Judges 13:6-7

6 Then the woman came and told her
husband, saying,
A man of God came unto me, and his
countenance was like the countenance
of an angel of God, very terrible:
but I asked him not whence he was,

neither told he me his name:

But he said unto me, Behold, thou shalt
conceive, and bear a son;

and now drink no wine nor strong
drink, neither eat any unclean thing:
for the child shall be a Nazarite to God
from the womb to the day of his death.




Manoah asked the LORD for further
instruction on how such a child should
be reared.
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1

And the chiidran of Israel did evil again in the sight of
the LORD; and the LORD delivered them Into the hand
of the Philistines forty years.

And there was a certain man of Zorah, of the family of
the Danites, whose name was Mancah; and his wife was
barren, and bare not.

And the angel of the LORD appeared unto the woman,
and said unto her, Behold now, thou art barren, and
bearest not: but thou shalt conceive, and bear a son.
Now therefore beware, I pray thee, and drink not wine
nor strong drink, and eat not any unclean thing:

For, lo, thou shalt concelve, and bear a son; and no
razor shall come on his head: for the child shall be a
Nazante unto God from the wombd: and he shall begin to
deliver Israel out of the hand of the Philistines.

Then the woman came and told her husband, saying, A
man of God came unto me, and hs countenance was
ke the countenance of an angel of God, very terridle:
but 1 asked him not whence he was, neither told he me
his name:

But he said unto me, Behold, thou shalt conceive, and
bear a son; and now drink no wine nor strong drink,
neither eat any unclean thing: for the child shall be a
Nazante to God from the womb to the day of his death,
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Then Manoah intreated the LORD, and sald, O my Lord,
Jet the man of God which thou didst send come again
unto us, and teach us what we shall do unto the chisd
that shall be born.,

And God hearkened to the voice of Manoah; and the
angel of God came agaln uNto the woman as she sat In
the feld: but Manoah her husband was not with her,
And the woman made haste, and ran, and shewed her
husband, and sald unto him, Behold, the man hath
appeared unto me, that came unto me the other day,
And Manoah arose, and went after his wife, and came
to the man, and said unto him, Art thou the man that
spakest unto the woman? And he said, 1 am,

And Manoah said, Now let thy words come to pass. How
shall we order the chiid, and how shall we do unto him?
And the angel of the LORD said unto Mancah, Of all that
1 sald unto the woman let her beware.

She may not eat of any thing that cometh of the vine,
neither let her drink wine or strong drink, nor eat any
unclean thing: all that I commanded her let her observe.

And Manoah said unto the angel of the LORD, I pray
thee, let us detain thee, until we shall have made reacy
# kid for thee.

And the angel of the LORD said unto Manoah, Though
thou detain me, I will not eat of thy bread: and If thou
wilt offer a burnt offering, thou must offer it unto the
LORD, For Mancah knew not that he was an angel of the
LORD

And Manoah said unto the angel of the LORD, What is
thy name, that when thy sayings come o pass we may
do thee honour?

And the angel of the LORD sald unto him, Wity askest
thou thus after my name, seeing it is secret?

So Manoah took a kid with a meat offering, and offered
R upon a rock unto the LORD: and the angel did
wondrously; and Manoah and his wife lcoked on,

For k came to pass, when the flame went up toward
heaven from off the altar, that the angel of the LORD
ascended In the flame of the altar. And Mancah and his
wife looked on it, and fell on their faces to the ground,
But the angel of the LORD did no mare appear to
Mancah and to his wife. Then Manoah knew that he was
an angel of the LORD,

And Manoah sald unto his wife, We shall surely dee,
because we have seen God,

But his wife said unto him, If the LORD were pleased to
Kill us, he would not have recelved a burnt offering and
2 meat offgring at our hands, neither would he have
shewed us all these things, nor would as at this time
have told us such things as these.

And the woman bare a son, and called his name
Samson: and the child grew, and the LORD blessed him,
And the Spirit of the LORD began to move him at times
In the camp of Dan b Zorah and




9 And God hearkened to the voice of
Manoah; and the angel of God came
again unto the woman as she sat in the
field: but Manoah her husband was not
Judges 13:8-11 with her.
& Then Manoah intreated the LORD, And the woman made haste,
and said, O my Lord, and ran, and shewed her husband,
let the man of God which thou and said unto him,
didst send come again unto us, Behold, the man hath appeared unto
and teach us what we shall do me, that came unto me the other day.
unto the child that shall be born. And Manoah arose,
and went after his wife,
and came to the man, and said unto him,
Art thou the man that spakest unto the
woman?
And he said, | am.




Judges 13:12-14

And Manoah said,

Now let thy words come to pass.
How shall we order the child,

and how shall we do unto him?

And the angel of the LORD said unto
Manoah, Of all that | said unto the

12

woman let her beware.

She may not eat of any thing that
cometh of the vine,

neither let her drink wine or strong
drink, nor eat any unclean thing:
all that | commanded her let her
observe.




Manoah asked the stranger to allow
them to prepare him food.

Chapter 13

1

And the chiidran of Israel did evil again in the sight of
the LORD; and the LORD delivered them Into the hand
of the Philistines forty years.

And there was a certain man of Zorah, of the family of
the Danites, whose name was Mancah; and his wife was
barren, and bare not.

And the angel of the LORD appeared unto the woman,
and said unto her, Behold now, thou art barren, and
bearest not: but thou shalt conceive, and bear a son.
Now therefore beware, I pray thee, and drink not wine
nor strong drink, and eat not any unclean thing:

For, lo, thou shalt concelve, and bear a son; and no
razor shall come on his head: for the child shall be a
Nazante unto God from the wombd: and he shall begin to
deliver Israel out of the hand of the Philistines.

Then the woman came and told her husband, saying, A
man of God came unto me, and hs countenance was
ke the countenance of an angel of God, very terridle:
but 1 asked him not whence he was, neither told he me
his name:

But he said unto me, Behold, thou shalt conceive, and
bear a son; and now drink no wine nor strong drink,
neither eat any unclean thing: for the child shall be a
Nazante to God from the womb to the day of his death,
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Then Mancah intreated the LORD, and said, O my Lord,
fet the man of God which thou didst send come again
unto us, and teach us what we shall do unto the chisd
that shall be born.

And God hearkened to the voice of Manoah; and the
angel of God came agaln uMo the woman as she sat In
the fleld: but Manoah her husband was not with her.
And the woman made haste, and ran, and shewed her
husband, and said unto him, Behold, the man hath
appeared unto me, that came unto me the other day,
And Manoah arose, and went after his wife, and came
to the man, and said unto him, Art thou the man that
spakest unto the woman? And he said, 1 am,

And Manoah said, Now let thy words come to pass, How
shall we order the child, and how shall we do unto him?
And the angel of the LORD said unto Manocah, Of all that
I sald unto the woman ket her beware.

She may not eat of any thing that cometh of the vine,
neither let her drink wine or strong drink, nor eat any
unclean thing: all that 1 commanded her let her observe.

And Manoah said unto the angel of the LORD, I pray
thee, let us detain thee, untd we shall have made ready
& d for thee.

And the angel of the LORD said unto Manoah, Though
thou detain ma, I will not eat of thy bread: and If thou
wilt offer a burnt offering, thou must offer it unto the
LORD, For Mancah knew not that he was an angel of the
LORD,

And Manoah saild unto the angel of the LORD, What is
thy name, that when thy sayings come O Dass we may
do thee homour?

And the angel of the LORD sald unto him, Why askest
thou thus after my name, seeing it Is secret?

So Manoah took a kid with a meat offering, and offered
R upon a rock unto the LORD: and the angel! did
wondrously; and Manoah and his wife lcoked on,

For & came to pass, when the flame went up toward
heaven from off the altar, that the ange! of the LORD
ascended In the flame of the altar. And Mancah and his
wife looked on it, and fell on thelr faces to the ground,
But the angel of the LORD did no more appear to
Mancah and to his wife, Then Manoah knew that he was
an angel of the LORD,

And Manoah sald unto his wife, We shall surely dee,
because we have seen God,

But his wife said unto him, If the LORD were pleased to
Kill us, he would not have recelved a burnt offering and
2 meat offgring at our hands, neither would he have
shewed us all these things, nor would as at this time
have told us such things as these.

And the woman bare a son, and called his name
Samson: and the child grew, and the LORD blessed him,
And the Spirit of the LORD began to move him at times
In the camp of Dan b Zorah and




Judges 13:15-18

5 And Manoah said unto the angel of 7 And Manoah said unto the angel of
the LORD, | pray thee, let us detain the LORD,
thee, until we shall have made ready a What is thy name,
kid for thee. that when thy sayings come to pass

And the angel of the LORD said unto we may do thee honour?
Manoah, Though thou detain me, ' And the angel of the LORD said unto

| will not eat of thy bread: him, Why askest thou thus after my
and if thou wilt offer a burnt offering, name, seeing itis secret?

thou must offer it unto the LORD.

For Manoah knew not that he was an

angel of the LORD.




Judges 13:19-21

9 So Manoah took a kid with a meat
offering, and offered it upon a rock
unto the LORD:
and the angel did wondrously;
and Manoah and his wife looked on.
For it came to pass, when the flame
went up toward heaven from off the
altar, that the angel of the LORD
ascended in the flame of the altar.
And Manoah and his wife looked on it,
and fell on their faces to the ground.
But the angel of the LORD did no
more appear to Manoah and to his
wife.
Then Manoah knew that he was an
angel of the LORD.




Manoah was terrified by this, but his wife
quieted his fears.

Judges 13:22-23

2 And Manoah said unto his wife,
We shall surely die,
because we have seen God.

23 But his wife said unto him,
If the LORD were pleased to kill us,
he would not have received a burnt
offering and a meat offering at our
hands, neither would he have shewed
us all these things,
nor would as at this time have told us
such things as these.

Chapter 13

1

And the children of Israel did evil again in the sight of
the LORD; and the LORD delivered them into the hand
of the Philistines forty years.

And there was a certaln man of Zorah, of the family of
the Danites, whose name was Mancah; and his wife was
barren, and bare not.

And the angel of the LORD appeared unto the woman,
and said unto her, Behold now, thou art barren, and
bearest not: but thou shalt conceive, and bear a son.
Now therefore beware, I pray thee, and drink not wine
nor strong drink, and eat not any unclean thing:

For, lo, thou shalkt concelve, and bear a son; and no
razor shall come on his head: for the child shall be &
Nazanite unto God from the womd: and he shall begin to
deliver Israel out of the hand of the Philistines.

Then the woman came and told her husband, saying, A
man of God came unto me, and his countenance was
Nke the countenance of an angel of God, very ternble:
but I asked him not whence he was, neither told he me
his name:

But be said unto me, Behold, thou shalt conceive, and
bear a son; and now drink no wine nor strong drink,
neither eat any unclean thing: for the child shall be a
Nazarite to God from the womb to the day of his death,
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Then Manoah intreated the LORD, and said, O my Lord,
fet the man of God which thou didst send come again
unto us, and teach us what we shall do unto the child
that shall be born.

And God hearkened to the voice of Manoah; and the
angel of God came again unto the woman as she sat in
the fleld: but Manoah her husband was not with her.
And the woman made haste, and ran, and shewed her
husband, and sald unto him, Behold, the man hath
appeared unto me, that came unto me the other day,
And Manoah arose, and went after his wife, and came
to the man, and said unto him, Art thou the man that
spakest unto the woman? And he said, I am,

And Manoah sakd, Now let thy words come to pass. How
shall we order the child, and how shall we do unto him?
And the angel of the LORD said unto Manoah, Of all that
I said unto the woaman let her beware.

She may not eat of any thing that cometh of the vine,
neither let her drink wine or strong drink, nor eat any
unclean thing: all that I commanded her let ber observe.

And Manoah said unto the angel of the LORD, 1 pray
thee, let us detain thee, until we shall have made ready
# kid for thee.

And the angel of the LORD said unto Manoah, Though
thou detain mae, I will not eat of thy bread: and If thou
wilt offer a burnt offering, thou must offer it unto the
LORD. For Mancah knew not that he was an angel of the
LORD,

And Manoah said unto the angel of the LORD, What is
thy name, that when thy sayings come to pass we may
do thee honour?

And the angel of the LORD sald unto him, Why askest
thou thus after my name, seeing it Is secret?

So Manoah took 3 kid with a meat offering, and offered
R upon a reck umto the LORD: and the angel did
wondrously; and Manoah and his wife looked on,

For &t came to pass, when the flame went up toward
heaven from off the altar, that the angel of the LORD
ascended In the flame of the altar. And Mancah and his
wife lcoked on it, and fell on their faces to the ground,
But the ange! of the LORD did no more appear to
Mancah and to his wife. Then Manoah knew that he was
an angel of the LORD,

And Mancah said unto his wife, We shall surely die,
because we have seen God.

But his wife 5aid unto him, If the LORD were pleased to
kil us, he would not have recelved a burnt offering and
2 meat offering at our hands, neither would he have
shewed us all these things, nor would as at this time
have told us such things as these.

And the woman bare & son, and called his name
Samson: and the child grew, and the LORD blessed him,
mmwmammmw«mmnm
nmumpdbmmw WI'



The next 3 verses take us from Samson’s
birth to the beginnings of his ministry:

Judges 13:24-25
24 And the woman bare a son,
and called his name Samson:

and the child grew,
and the LORD blessed him.

5 And the Spirit of the LORD began to
move him at times in the camp of Dan
between Zorah and Eshtaol.

Chapter 13

And the children of Israel did evil again in the sight of
the LORD; and the LORD delivered them into the hand
of the Philistines forty years.

And there was a certaln man of Zorah, of the family of
the Danites, whose name was Mancah; and his wife was
barren, and bare not.

And the angel of the LORD appeared unto the woman,
and £aid unto her, Behold now, thou art barren, and
bearest not: but thou shait conceive, and bear a son,
Now therefore beware, I pray thee, and drink not wine
nor strong drink, and eat not any unclean thing:

For, lo, thou shalkt concelve, and bear a son; and no
razor shall come on his head: for the child shall be &
Nazante unto God from the womb: and he shall begin to
deliver Israel out of the hand of the Philistines.

Then the woman came and told her husband, saying, A
man of God came unto me, and his countenance was
Rke the countenance of an angel of God, very ternble:
but I asked him not whence he was, neither told he me
his name:

But be said unto me, Behold, thou shalt conceive, and
bear a son; and now drink no wine nor strong drink,
neither eat any unclean thing: for the child shall be a
Nazarite to God from the womb to the day of his death,
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Then Mancah intreated the LORD, and said, O my Lord,
let the man of God which thou didst send come again
unto us, and teach us what we shall do unto the child
that shall be born.

And God hearkened to the voice of Manoah; and the
angel of God came again unto the woman as she sat in
the fleld: but Manoah her husband was not with her.
And the woman made haste, and ran, and shewed her
husband, and said unto him, Behold, the man hath
appeared unto me, that came unto me the other day,
And Manoah arose, and went after his wife, and came
to the man, and said unto him, Art thou the man that
spakest unto the woman? And he said, I am,

And Manoah sakd, Now let thy words come to pass. How
shall we order the child, and how shall we do unto him?
And the angel of the LORD said unto Manoah, Of all that
I said unto the woaman let her beware.

She may not eat of any thing that cometh of the vine,
neither let her dnink wine or strong drink, nor eat any
unclean thing: all that I commanded her let ber observe.

And Manoah said unto the angel of the LORD, 1 pray
thee, let us detain thee, until we shall have made ready
# kid for thee.

And the angel of the LORD said unto Manoah, Though
thou detain mae, I will not eat of thy bread: and If thou
wilt offer a burnt offering, thou must offer it unto the
LORD, For Mancah knew not that he was an angel of the
LORD,

And Manoah said unto the angel of the LORD, What is
thy name, that when thy sayings come to Pass we may
do thee honour?

And the angel of the LORD sald unto him, Why askest
thou thus after my name, seeing it Is secret?

So Manoah took 3 kid with a meat offering, and offered
R upon a reck umto the LORD: and the angel did
wondrously; and Manoah and his wife looked on,

For & came to pass, when the flame went up toward
heaven from off the altar, that the angel of the LORD
ascended In the flame of the altar. And Mancah and his
wife lcoked on it, and fell on their faces to the ground,
But the ange! of the LORD did no more appear to
Mancah and to his wife. Then Manoah knew that he was
an angel of the LORD,

And Mancah sald unto his wife, We shall surely die,
But his wife 5aid unto him, If the LORD were pleased to
il us, he would not have recelved a burnt offering and
2 maat offering at our hands, neither would he have
shewed us all these things, nor would as at this time
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”Samsc;{'s Mother

The 2nd woman in Samson’s life was his wife.




Samson’s marriage to an unnamed
Philistine woman was his first step
toward confronting his adversaries.

She and her father were simply pawns
in a bigger game.

m'uaummmmm
over Israel. IR
Mmsammmn wmmwmm
to Timnath, and came to the vineyards of Timnath: and,
Sbehold, a young Bon roared against him.

And the Spirtt of the LORD came mightily upon him, and
he rent him as he would have rent a kid, and he had
nothing In his hand: but he told not his father or his
mother what he had done.

And he went down, and talked with the woman; and she
pleased Samson well,

And after a time he returned to take her, and he turned
aside to see the carcase of the lion: and, behold, there
:nmdmwmmmmum

and they did eat: but he told not them that he had
taken the honey out of the carcase of the lion,
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50 his father went down unto the woman: and Samson
made there a feast; for 50 used the young men to do.
And It came o pass, when they saw him, that they
browght thirty companions to be with him,

And Samson said unto them, I will now put forth a nddle
unto you: If ye can certainly declare it me within the
seven days of the feast, and find &t out, then 1 will give
you thirty sheets and thirty change of garments:

But if ye cannot ceclare it me, then shall ye give me
thirty sheets and thirty change of garments. And they
said unto him, Put forth thy riddle, that we may hear it.
And he sald unto them, Out of the eater came forth
meat, and out of the strong came forth sweetness, And
they could not in three days expound the riddle.

And It came to pass on the seventh day, that they said
unto Samson’s wife, Entice thy husband, that he may
declare unto us the riddle, lest we burn thee and thy
father's house with fire: have ye called us to take that
we have? Is it not s0?

And Samson’s wife wept before him, and sald, Thou dost
but hate me, and lovest me not: thou hast put forth 8
riddie unto the children of my people, and hast not told
R me. And he said unto her, Behold, 1 have not told
my father nor my mother, and shall I tedl it thee?

And she wept before him the seven days, while their
feast lasted: and it came to pass on the seventh day,
that be told her, because she lay sore upon him: and
she told the riddie to the children of her people.

And the men of the city sald unto him on the seventh
day before the sun went down, What is sweeter than
honey? and what Is stronger than a lion? And be sald
unto them, If ye had not plowed with my heifer, ye had
not found out my riddie.

And the Spirit of the LORD came upon him, and he
went down to Ashkelon, and slew thirty men of them,

kindled, mbcwmupwmfmm

But Samson’s wife was given to his companion, whom
he had used as his friend.




Judges 14:1-4

And Samson went down to Timnath,
and saw a woman in Timnath of the
daughters of the Philistines.

And he came up, and told his father
and his mother, and said,

| have seen a woman in Timnath of
the daughters of the Philistines:
now therefore get her for me to
wife.

3 Then his father and his mother said

unto him, Is there never a woman
among the daughters of thy
brethren, or among all my people,
that thou goest to take a wife of the
uncircumcised Philistines?

And Samson said unto his father,
Get her for me;

for she pleaseth me well.

But his father and his mother knew
not that it was of the LORD,

that he sought an occasion against
the Philistines: for at that time the
Philistines had dominion over Israel.




On his way to meet her, Samson killed
a lion with his bare hands.

Chapter 14

1
2

And Samson went down to Timnath, and saw a woman
in Timaath of the daughters of the Philistines,

And he came up, and told his father and his mother, and
5aid, I have seen & woman In Timnath of the daughters
of the Philistines: now therefore get her for me to wife.
Then his father and his mother said unto him, I3 there
never a woman among the daughters of thy brethren, or
among all my pecple, that thou goest to take a wife of
the uncircumcised Philistings? And Samson sald unto his
father, Get her for me; for she pleaseth me well.

But his father and his mother knew not that it was

of the LORD, that he scught an occasion against the
Philistines: for at that time the Philistines had doménion

Young Bon roared against him.

And the Spirit of the LORD came mightily upon him, and
M_.mm.lhuwddmwmtam and he had
nothing

Mdhcmdown.mdnlwd-thmm. and she
pleasad Samson well.

And after a time he returned to take her, and he turned

aside to see the carcase of the lion: and, behold, there

was a swarm of bees and honey In the carcase of the

5

And he took therecf in his hands, and went on eating,
and came to his father and mothes, and he gave them,
and they did eat: but he tokd not them that he had
taken the honey out of the carcase of the licn,
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S0 his father went down unto the woman: and Samson
made there a feast; for 50 used the young men to do.
And It came to pass, when they saw him, that they
browught thirty companions to be with him,

And Samson said unto them, I will now put forth a nddle
unto you: If ye can certainly declare it me within the
seven days of the feast, and find &t out, then 1 will give
You thirty sheets and thirty change of garments:

But If ye cannot ceclare it me, then shall ye give me
thirty sheets and thirty change of garments. And they
said unto him, Put forth thy riddle, that we may hear it,
And he sald unto them, Out of the eater came forth
meat, and out of the strong came forth sweetness, And
they could not in three days expound the nddie,

And It came to pass on the seventh day, that they sald
unto Samson’s wife, Entice thy husband, that he may
declare unto us the riddle, lest we burn thee and thy
father's house with fire: have ye called us to take that
we have? s |t not 50?

And Samson’s wife wept before him, and sald, Thou dost
but hate me, and lovest me not: thou hast put forth &
riddie unto the children of my pecple, and hast not told
R me. And he said unto her, Behoid, 1 have not told =t
my father nor my mother, and shall I tedl it thee?

And she wept before him the seven days, while their
feast lasted: and It came to pass on the seventh day,
that he told her, because she lay sore upon him: and
she told the ridcie to the children of her people.

And the men of the city sald unto him on the seventh
day before the sun went down, What is sweeter than
honey? and what Is stronger than a len? And be said
unto them, If ye had not plowed with my heifer, ye had
not found out my riddle.

And the Spirit of the LORD came upon him, and he
went down to Ashkelon, and slew thirty men of them,
and took their spoll, and gave change of garments unto
them which expounded the riddie. And his anger was
kindied, and he went up to his father’s house.

But Samson’s wife was given to his companion, whom
he had used as his friend
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.~ Judges 14:5-7

' 5 Then went Samson down, and his
father and his mother, to Timnath,
and came to the vineyards of Timnath:
and, behold,
a young lion roared against him.
And the Spirit of the LORD came
mightily upon him,
and he rent him as he would have rent a
kid, and he had nothing in his hand:
but he told not his father or his mother
what he had done.

7 And he went down,
and talked with the woman;
and she pleased Samson well.




Chapter 14 10 So his father went down unto the woman: and Samson

1 And Samson went down to Timnath, and saw a woman L e
In Timnath of the daughters of the Philistines, . -

browght thirty companians to be with him,

2 mh-muup,wmumwwmmmm
$3id, 1 have seen n of the d. 12 Anc Samson sald unto them, I will now put forth a riddie
of the Philistines: mmg«mm"\otovdm unto you: If ye can certainly declare it me within the

3 Then his father and his mother sald unto him, Is there seven days of the feast, and find &t out, then 1 will give
never a among the daughters of thy brethren, or you thirty sheets and thirty change of garments:
among all my people, mmwmuh-ma 13 But ¥ ye cannot declare it me, then shall ye give me

On their return to Timnath for the
wedding, Samson and his parents
shared an unusual snack.

the uncircumcised Philistines? And Samson sald unto his

father, Get her for me; for she pleaseth me well.
4 But his father and his mother knew not that it was
of the LORD, that he scught an occasion against the

Philistines: for at that time the Philistines had doménion

over Israel.

S Then went Samson down, and his father and his mother,
to Timnath, and came to the vineyards of Timnath: and,

behold, a young on roared against him,

6 And the Spirit of the LORD came mightilty upon him, and

he rent him as he would have rent a kid, and he had
nothing In his hand: but he told not his father or his
mother what he had done.

7 And he went down, and talked with the woman; and she

pleased Samson well,

8 And after a tima he returned to take her, and he turned
aside to see the carcase of the lion: and, behold, there

was a swarm of bees and honey In the carcase of the
hon,

9 And he took thereof in his hands, and went on eating,
and came to his father and mothes, and he gave them,

and they did eat: but he told not them that he had
taken the honey out of the carcase of the lion,

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

thirty shaets and thirty change of garments. And they
sald unto him, Put forth thy riddle, that we may hear it,
And he sald unto them, Out of the eater came forth
meat, and out of the strong came forth sweetness, And
they could not in three days expound the riddle,

And it came to pass on the seventh day, that they said
unto Samson’s wife, Entice thy husband, that he may
declare unto us the riddle, lest we burn thee and thy
father's house with fire: have ye called us to take that
‘we have? is it not 0?

And Samson's wife wept before him, and sald, Thou dost
but hate me, and lovest me not: thou hast put forth &
riddie unto the children of my people, and hast not told
& me. And he said unto her, Behold, 1 have not told it
my father nor my mother, and shall 1 tell it thee?

And she wept before him the seven days, while their
feast lasted: and It came to pass on the seventh day,
that he told her, because she lay sore upon him: and
she told the riddie to the children of her people.

And the men of the city sald unto him on the seventh
day before the sun went down, What is sweeter than
honey? and what Is stronger than a lon? And be sald
unto them, If ye had not plowed with my heifer, ye had
not found out my riddle.

And the Spirit of the LORD came upca him, and he
went down to Ashikelon, and slew thirty men of them,
and took their spoll, and gave change of garments unto
them which expounded the riddle, And his anger was
kindied, and he went up to his father’s house.

But Samson's wife was given to his companion, whom
he had used as his friend.




Judges 13:8-9

& And after a time he returned to take
her, and he turned aside to see the
carcase of the lion:
and, behold,
there was a swarm of bees and
honey in the carcase of the lion.

9 And he took thereof in his hands,
and went on eating,
and came to his father and mother,
and he gave them, and they did eat:

but he told not them that he had
taken the honey out of the carcase
of the lion.




In Timnath, a crowd gathered for the
wedding feast.

Judges 14:10-11

© So his father went down unto the
woman: and Samson made there a
feast; for so used the young men
to do.

" And it came to pass, when they
saw him, that they brought thirty
companions to be with him.

Chapter 14

1
2

And Samson went down to Timnath, and saw a woman
In Timnath of the daughters of the Philistines,

And he came up, and told his father and his mother, and
$3id, I have seen a woman in Timnath of the daughters
of the Philistines: now therefore get her for me to wife.
Then his father and his mother sald unto him, Is there
never a woman among the daughters of thy brethren, or
among all my pecple, that thou goest to take a wife of
the uncircumcised Philistines? And Samson sald unto his
father, Get her for me; for she pleaseth me well.

But his father and his mother knew not that it was

of the LORD, that he scught an occasion against the
Philistines: for at that time the Philistines had domanion
over lsrael.

Then went Samson down, and his father and his mother,
to Timnath, and came o the vineyards of Timnath: and,
behold, a young Bon roared against him,

And the Spirit of the LORD came mightily upon him, and
he rent him as he would have rent a kid, and he had
nothing In his hand: but he told not his father or his
mother what he had done.

And he went down, and talked with the woman; and she
pleased Samson well,

And after a time he returned to take her, and he turned
aside to see the carcase of the lion: and, behold, there
was a swarm of bees and honey In the carcase of the
hon,

And he took therecf in his hands, and went on eating,
and came to his father and mothes, and he gave them,
and they did eat: but he told not them that he had
taken the honey out of the carcase of the lion,
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50 his father went down unto the woman: and Samson
made there a feast; for 50 used the young men to do.
And It came to pass, when they saw him, that they
browght thirty companians to be with him,

And Samson sald unto them, I will now put forth a riddie
unto you: If ye can certainly declare it me within the
seven days of the feast, and find &t out, then 1 will give
you thirty sheets and thirty change of garments:

But if ye cannot declare it me, then shall ye give me
thirty sheets and thirty change of garments, And they
5ald unto him, Put forth thy riddle, that we may hear it,
And he sald unto them, Out of the eater came forth
meat, and out of the strong came forth sweetness, And
they could not in three days expound the riddie.

And it came to pass on the seventh day, that they said
unto Samson’s wife, Entice thy husband, that he may
declare unto us the riddle, lest we burn thee and thy
father's house with fire: have ye called us to take that
we have? is it pot s0?

And Samson's wife wept before him, and sald, Thou dost
but hate me, and lovest me not: thou hast put forth a
riddie unto the children of my people, and hast not told
& me. And he said unto her, Behold, 1 have not told it
my father nor my mother, and shall 1 tedl it thee?

And she wept before him the seven days, while their
feast lasted: and It came to pass on the seventh day,
that he told her, because she lay sore upon him: and
she told the riddie to the children of her people.

And the men of the city sald unto him on the seventh
day before the sun went down, What is sweeter than
honey? and what Is stronger than a lon? And be sald
unto them, If ye had not plowed with my heifer, ye had
not found out my riddle.

And the Spirit of the LORD came upca him, and he
went down to Ashkelon, and slew thirty men of them,
and took their spoll, and gave change of garments unto
them which expounded the riddle, And his anger was
kindied, and he went up to his father’s house.

But Samson’s wife was given to his companion, whom
he had used as his friend.
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Samson challenged the guests to solve
his riddle, offering the winner a prize.

Chapter 14

1
2

And Samson went down to Timnath, and saw a woman
In Timnath of the daughters of the Philistines

And he came up, and told his father and his mother, and
$2id, I have seen & woman in Timnath of the daughters
of the Philistines: now therefore get her for me to wife.
Then his father and his mother sald unto him, Is there
never a woman among the daughters of thy brethren, or
among all my pecple, that thou goest to take a wife of
the uncircumcised Philistines? And Samson said unto his
father, Get her for me; for she pleaseth me well.

But his father and his mother knew not that It was

of the LORD, that he scught an occasion against the
Philistines: for at that time the Philistines had dominion
ovaer Israel,

Then went Samson down, and his father and his mother,
to Timnath, and came to the vineyards of Timnath: and,
behald, a young lon roared against him,

And the Spirit of the LORD came mightity upon him, and
he rent him as he would have rent 3 kid, and he had
nothing In his hand: but he told not his father or his
mother what he had done.

And he went down, and talked with the woman; and she
pleased Samson well,

And after a Uma he returned to take her, and he turned
aside to see the carcase of the lion: and, behold, there
was a swarm of bees and honey In the carcase of the
hon,

And he took thereof in his hands, and went on eating,
and came to his father and mothes, and he gave them,
and they did eal: but he told not them that he had
taken the honey out of the carcase of the lion,
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S0 his father went down unto the woman: and Samson
made there a feast; for so used the young men to do.
And It came to pass, when they saw him, that they
brought thirty companians to be with him,

And Samson sald unto them, I will now put forth a riddie
unto you: If ye can certainly declare it me within the
seven days of the feast, and find it out, then 1 will give
you thirty sheets and thirty change of garments:

But i ye cannot declare it me, then shall ye give me
thirty sheets and thirty change of garments. And they
sald unto him, Put forth thy riddle, that we may hear It,
And he sald unto them, Out of the eater came forth
meat, and out of the strong came forth sweetness, And
they could not in three days expound the riddie.

And It came to pass on the seventh day, that they sald
unto Samson’s wife, Entie thy husband, that he may
declare unto us the riddle, lest we burn thee and thy
father’s house with fire: have ye called us to take that
we have? is |t pot 507

And Samson's wife wept before him, and sald, Thou dost
but hate me, and lovest me not: thou hast put forth a
riddie unto the children of my people, and hast not told
& me. And he said unto her, Behold, 1 have not told it
my father nor my mother, and shall 1 tedl it thee?

And she wept before him the seven days, while their
foast lasted: and It came to pass on the seventh day,
that be told her, because she lay sore upon him: and
she told the riddie to the children of her people.

And the men of the city sald unto him on the seventh
day before the sun went down, What is sweeter than
honey? and what s stronger than a ion? And be sald
unto them, If ye had not plowed with my heifer, ye had
not found owt my riddle,

And the Spirit of the LORD came upca him, and he
went down to Ashikelon, and slew thirty men of them,
and took their spoll, and gave change of garments unto
them which expounded the riddle, And his anger was
kindied, and he went up to his father’s house.

But Samson’s wife was given to his companion, whom
he had used as his friend.



Judges 14:12-14
2 And Samson said unto them, And they said unto him,
I will now put forth a riddle unto you: Put forth thy riddle,
if ye can certainly declare it me within that we may hear it.
the seven days of the feast, and find it And he said unto them,
out, then | will give you thirty sheets Out of the eater came forth meat,

[robes] and thirty change of garments: and out of the strong came forth
But if ye cannot declare it me, sweetness.

then shall ye give me thirty sheets
and thirty change of garments.

And they could not in three days
expound the riddle.




The men threatened to put Samson’s
wife and family to death if she did not
discover and give them the answer.

Chapter 14

1
2

And Samson went down to Timnath, and saw a woman
in Timnath of the daughters of the Ph

And he came up, and told his father and his mother, and
53/, 1 have seen & woman In Timnath of the daughters
of the Philistines: now therefore get her for me to wife.
Then his father and his mother sald unto Nim, Is there
never a woman among the daughters of thy brethren, or
among all my pecple, that thou goest to take a wife of
the uncircumcised Philistings? And Samson said unto his
father, Get her for me; for she pleaseth me well.

But his father and his mother knew not that it was

of the LORD, that he scught an occasion against the
Philistines: for at that time the Philistines had doménion
over Israel.

Then went Samson down, and his father and his mother,
to Timnath, and came to the vineyards of Timnath: and,
Sehold, a young Bon roared against him.

And the Spirit of the LORD came mightily upon him, and
he rent him as he would have rent 3 kid, and he had
nothing In his hand: but he told not his father or his
mother what he had done.

And he went down, and talked with the woman; and she
pleased Samson well,

And after a tima he returned to take her, and he turned
aside to see the carcase of the lion: and, behold, there
was a swarm of bees and honey In the carcase of the
hon,

And he took thereof in his hands, and went on eating,
and came to his father and mothes, and he gave them,
and they did eat: but he told not them that he had
taken the honey out of the carcase of the licn,
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50 his father went down unto the woman: and Samson
made there a feast; for 5o used the young men to do.
And It came to pass, when they saw him, that they
browght thirty companions to be with him,

And Samson said unto them, I will now put forth a nddie
unto you: If ye can certainly declare it me within the
seven days of the feast, and find &t out, then 1 will give
You thirty sheets and thirty change of garments:

But if ye cannot ceclare it me, then shall ye give me
thirty sheets and thirty change of garments. And they
said unto him, Put forth thy riddle, that we may hear it.
And he sald unto them, Out of the eater came forth
meat, and out of the strong came forth sweetness, And
they could not in three days expound the nddie.

And it came to pass on the seventh day, that they sald
unto Samson’s wife, Entice thy husband, that he may
declare unto us the riddle, lest we burn thee and thy
father's house with fire: have ye called us 1o take that
we have? is it not s0?

And Samson’s wife wept before him, and said, Thou dost
but hate me, and lovest me not: thou hast put forth a
riddle unto the children of my pecple, and hast not told
R me. And he said unto her, Behold, 1 have not told &
my father nor my mother, and shall { tell it thee?

And she wept before him the seven days, while their
feast lasted: and It came to pass on the seventh day,
that he told her, because she lay sore upon him: and
she told the riddie to the children of her people.

And the men of the city sald unto him on the seventh
day before the sun went down, What is sweeter than
honey? and what Is stronger than a lon? And be sald
unto them, If ye had not plowed with my heifer, ye had
not found out my riddle.

And the Spirit of the LORD came upon him, and he
went down to Ashkelon, and slew thirty men of them,
and took their spoll, and gave change of garments unto
them which expounded the riddie. And his anger was
kindled, and he went up to his father’s house.

But Samson’s wife was given to his companion, whom
he had used as his friend.
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And it came to pass on the seventh day,
that they said unto Samson's wife,
Entice thy husband, that he may declare
unto us the riddle, lest we burn thee and
thy father's house with fire:

have ye called us to take that we have?
is it not so?

'® And Samson's wife wept before him,

and said, Thou dost but hate me, and
lovest me not: thou hast put forth a
riddle unto the children of my people,
and hast not told it me.

And he said unto her, Behold, | have
not told it my father nor my mother,
and shall | tell it thee?

7 And she wept before him the seven

days, while their feast lasted:

and it came to pass on the seventh day,
that he told her,

because she lay sore upon him:

and she told the riddle to the children
of her people.




15
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And it came to pass on the seventh day,
that they said unto Samson's wife,
Entice thy husband, that he may declare
unto us the riddle, lest we burn thee and
thy father's house with fire:

have ye called us to take that we have?
is it not so?

'® And Samson's wife wept before him,

and said, Thou dost but hate me, and
lovest me not: thou hast put forth a
riddle unto the children of my people,
and hast not told it me.

And he said unto her, Behold, | have

This could well have been part of Samson’s plan,
but this would not be the only time he gave in to

the badgering of a woman.
_UUYDT W i rTastrastea.

and it came to pass on the seventh day,
that he told her,

because she lay sore upon him:

and she told the riddle to the children
of her people.




When the men solved the riddle,
Samson knew they had forced his wife
to tell them the answer.

Judges 14:18

'® And the men of the city said unto
him on the seventh day before the
sun went down,
What is sweeter than honey?
and what is stronger than a lion?
And he said unto them,
If ye had not plowed with my heifer,
ye had not found out my riddle.

Chapter 14

1
2

And Samson went down to Timnath, and saw & woman
In Timnath of the daughters of the Philistines,

And he came up, and told his father and his mother, and
$3id, I have seen a woman in Timnath of the daughters
of the Philistines: now therefore get her for me to wife.
Then his father and his mother sald unto him, Is there
never a woman among the daughters of thy brethren, or
among all my pecple, that thou goest to take a wife of
the uncircumcised Philistines? And Samson said unto his
father, Get her for me; for she me well.

But his father and his mother knew not that it was

of the LORD, that he scught an occasion against the
Philistines: for at that time the Philistines had dominion
over lsrael.

Then went Samson down, and his father and his mother,
to Timnath, and came o the vineyards of Timnath: and,
behold, a young Bon roared against him,

And the Spirit of the LORD came mightily upon him, and
he rent him as he would have rent a ki¢, and he had
nothing In his hand: but he told not his father or his
mother what he had done.

And he went down, and talked with the woman; and she
pleased Samson well,

And after a time he returned to take her, and he turned
aside to see the carcase of the llon: and, behold, there
was a swarm of bees and honey In the carcase of the
hon,

And he took therecf in his hands, and went on eating,
and came to his father and mothes, and he gave them,
and they did eat: but he told not them that he had
taken the honey out of the carcase of the lion,
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S0 his father went down unto the woman: and Samson
made there & feast; for 5o used the young men to do.
And It came to pass, when they saw him, that they
browght thirty companions to be with him,

And Samson sald unto them, I will now put forth a riddie
unto you: If ye can certainly declare it me within the
seven days of the feast, and find &t out, then 1 will give
you thirty sheets and thirty change of garments:

But if ye cannot declare it me, then shall ye give me
thirty sheets and thirty change of garments. And they
sald unto him, Put forth thy riddle, that we may hear it,
And he sald unto them, Out of the eater came forth
meat, and out of the strong came forth sweetness, And
they could not in three days expound the riddie.

And it came to pass on the seventh day, that they said
unto Samson’s wife, Entice thy husband, that he may
declare unto us the riddle, lest we burn thee and thy
father's house with fire: have ye called us to take that
we have? is it pot s0?

And Samson's wife wept before him, and sald, Thou dost
but hate me, and lovest me not: thou hast put forth a
riddie unto the children of my people, and hast not told
& me. And he said unto her, Behold, 1 have not told it
my father nor my mother, and shall 1 tedl it thee?

And she wept before him the seven days, while their
feast lasted: and It came to pass on the seventh day,
that he told her, because she lay sore upon him: and
she told the riddie to the children of her people.

And the men of the city sald unto him on the seventh
day before the sun went down, What is sweeter than
honey? and what Is stronger than a lion? And be sald
unto tham, If ye had not piowed with my heifer, ye had
ootm out my riddle,

AndmosumolmLDRDumcuponNm.mdM
went down to Ashikelon, and slew thirty men of them,
and took their spoll, and gave change of garments unto
them which expounded the riddle, And his anger was
kindied, and he went up to his father’s house.

But Samson’s wife was given to his companion, whom
he had used as his friend.



Samson paid the men their due, but it
cost thirty Philistines their lives.

Chapter 14

1
2

And Samson went down to Timnath, and saw a woman

In Timnath of the daughters of the Philistines,

And he came up, and told his father and his mother, and
$3id, I have seen a woman in Timnath of the daughters
of the Philistines: now therefore get her for me to wife.

Then his father and his mother sald unto him, Is there

never a woman among the daughters of thy brethren, or

among all my pecple, that thou goest to take a wife of
the uncircumcised Philistines? And Samson sald unto his
father, Get her for me; for she pleaseth me well.

But his father and his mother knew not that it was

of the LORD, that he scught an occasion against the
Philistines: for at that time the Philistines had dominion
ovaer Israel.

Then went Samson down, and his father and his mother,
to Timnath, and came to the vineyards of Timnath: and,
behold, a young Bon roared against him,

And the Spirit of the LORD came mightily upon him, and
he rent him as he would have rent a kid, and he had
nothing In his hand: but he told not his father or his
mother what he had done.

And he went down, and talked with the woman; and she
pleased Samson well,

And after a Ume he returned to take her, and he turned
aside to see the carcase of the llon: and, behold, there
was a swarm of bees and honey In the carcase of the
hon,

And he took therecf in his hands, and went on eating,
and came to his father and mothes, and he gave them,
and they did eat: but he told not them that he had
taken the honey out of the carcase of the lion,
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S0 his father went down unto the woman: and Samson
made there & feast; for 0 used the young men to do.
And It came to pass, when they saw him, that they
browght thirty companions to be with him,

And Samson sald unto them, I will now put forth a riddie
unto you: If ye can certainly declare it me within the
seven days of the feast, and find it out, then 1 will give
you thirty sheets and thirty change of garments:

But if ye cannot declare it me, then shall ye give me
thirty sheets and thirty change of garments, And they
5ald unto him, Put forth thy riddle, that we may hear it,
And he sald unto them, Out of the eater came forth
meat, and out of the strong came forth sweetness, And
they could not in three days expound the riddie,

And it came to pass on the seventh day, that they sald
unto Samson’s wife, Entice thy husband, that he may
declare unto us the riddle, lest we burn thee and thy
father's house with fire: have ye called us to take that
we have? is it pot s0?

And Samson’s wife wept before him, and sald, Thou dost
but hate me, and lovest me not: thou hast put forth a
riddie unto the children of my people, and hast not told
& me. And he said unto her, Behold, 1 have not told it
my father nor my mother, and shall 1 tedl it thee?

And she wept before him the seven days, while their
feast lasted: and It came to pass on the seventh day,
that he told her, because she lay sore upon him: and
she told the riddie to the children of her people.

And the men of the city sald unto him on the seventh
day before the sun went down, What is sweeter than
honey? and what Is stronger than a lon? And be sald
unto them, If ye had not plowed with my heifer, ye had
not found out my riddle.

mmmﬂumww

“mmmmm mnn:'mmdm
them which the riddle. And his was

B P R

But Samson’s wife was given to his companion, whom
he had used as his friend.
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and took their spoil,
and gave change of garments unto
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He returned to Zorah leaving behind
the girl he had married. While he was
away, she was given to another man —
possibly his “best man” —and
apparently without his knowledge.

Judges 14:20
20 But Samson's wife was given to his

companion, whom he had used as
his friend.

Chapter 14

1
2

And Samson went down to Timnath, and saw a woman
In Timnath of the daughters of the Philistines,

And he came up, and told his father and his mother, and
$3id, I have seen a woman in Timnath of the daughters
of the Philistines: now therefore get her for me to wife.
Then his father and his mother sald unto him, Is there
never a woman among the daughters of thy brethren, or
among all my pecple, that thou goest to take a wife of
the uncircumcised Philistines? And Samson sald unto his
father, Get her for me; for she me well.

But his father and his mother knew not that it was

of the LORD, that he scught an occasion against the
Philistines: for at that time the Philistines had domanion
over lsrael.

Then went Samson down, and his father and his mother,
to Timnath, and came o the vineyards of Timnath: and,
behold, a young Bon roared against him,

And the Spirit of the LORD came mightily upon him, and
he rent him as he would have rent a kid, and he had
nothing In his hand: but he told not his father or his
mother what he had done.

And he went down, and talked with the woman; and she
pleased Samson well,

And after a time he returned to take her, and he turned
aside to see the carcase of the lion: and, behold, there
was a swarm of bees and honey In the carcase of the
hon,

And he took therecf in his hands, and went on eating,
and came to his father and mothes, and he gave them,
and they did eat: but he told not them that he had
taken the honey out of the carcase of the lion,
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S0 his father went down unto the woman: and Samson
made there & feast; for 5o used the young men to do.
And It came to pass, when they saw him, that they
browght thirty companions to be with him,

And Samson sald unto them, I will now put forth a riddie
unto you: If ye can certainly declare it me within the
seven days of the feast, and find &t out, then 1 will give
you thirty sheets and thirty change of garments:

But if ye cannot declare it me, then shall ye give me
thirty sheets and thirty change of garments, And they
5ald unto him, Put forth thy riddle, that we may hear it,
And he sald unto them, Out of the eater came forth
meat, and out of the strong came forth sweetness, And
they could not in three days expound the riddie.

And it came to pass on the seventh day, that they said
unto Samson’s wife, Entice thy husband, that he may
declare unto us the riddle, lest we burn thee and thy
father's house with fire: have ye called us to take that
we have? is it pot s0?

And Samson's wife wept before him, and sald, Thou dost
but hate me, and lovest me not: thou hast put forth a
riddie unto the children of my people, and hast not told
& me. And he said unto her, Behold, 1 have not told it
my father nor my mother, and shall 1 tedl it thee?

And she wept before him the seven days, while their
feast lasted: and It came to pass on the seventh day,
that he told her, because she lay sore upon him: and
she told the riddie to the children of her people.

And the men of the city sald unto him on the seventh
day before the sun went down, What is sweeter than
honey? and what Is stronger than a lon? And be sald
unto them, If ye had not plowed with my heifer, ye had
not found out my riddle.

And the Spirit of the LORD came upca him, and he
went down to Ashkelon, and slew thirty men of them,
and took their spoll, and gave change of garments unto
them which expounded the riddle, And his anger was
kindied, and he went up to his father’s house.

But Samson’s wife was given to his companion, whom
he had used as his friend.
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He returned to Zorah leaving behind
the girl he had married. While he was
away, she was given to another man —
possibly his “best man” —and
apparently without his knowledge.

Judges 14:20

20 But Samson's wife was given to his
companion, whom he had used as
his friend.

How this came to pass is explained in
Chapter 15:

-

10

And when he had set the brands on fire, he let them go
into the standing comn of the Philistines, and burmt up
both the shocks, and also the standing corn, with the
vineyards and olives.

Then the Philistines sald, Who hath done this? And
they answered, Samson, the son In law of the Timnite,
because he had taken his wife, and given her to his
companion. And the Philistines came up, and burnt her
and her father with fire.

And Samson sald unto them, Though ye have cone this,
yet will [ be avenged of you, and after that 1 will cease.

And he smote them hip and thigh with a great slaughter:

and he went down and dwelt in the top of the rock
Etam.

Then the Philistines went up, and pitched in Judah, and
spread themselves in Lehl.

And the men of Judah said, Why are ye come up against
us? And they answered, To bind Samson are we come
up, to do to him as he hath done to us,
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Then three thousand men of Judah went to the top of
the rock Etam, and sakd to Samson, Knowest thou not
that the Philistines are rulers over us? what is this that
thou hast done unto us? And he sald unto them, As they
did unto me, so have 1 done unto them.

And they sald unto him, We are come down to bind thee,
that we may deliver thee into the hand of the Philistines.
And Samson said unto them, Swear unto me, that ye
will not fall upon me yourselves,

And they spake unto him, saying, No; but we will bind
thee fast, and deliver thee Into their hand: but surely
we will not kill thee. And they bound him with two new
cords, and brought him up from the rock,

And when he came unto Lehi, the Philistines shouted
against him: and the Spirit of the LORD came mightily
upen him, and the cords that were upon his arms
became as flax that was burnt with fire, and his bands
loosed froem off his hands,

And he found a new jawbone of an ass, and put forth his
hand, and took It, and slew a thousand men therewith.
And Samson said, With the jawbone of an ass, heaps
upon heaps, with the jaw of an ass have I slain a
thousand men.

And It came to pass, when he had made an end of
speaking, that he cast away the jawbone out of his
hand, and called that place Ramathiehl.

And he was sore athirst, and calied on the LORD, and
sald, Thou hast given this great deliverance Into the
hand of thy servant: and now shall I die for thirst, and
fali into the hand of the uncircumcised?

But God clave an holiow place that was in the Jaw, and
there came water thereout; and when he had drunk, his
SpIrt came again, and he revived: wharefore he called
the name thereof Enhakkore, which is in Lehl unto this
day.

And he judged Israel in the days of the Philistines twenty
years,



Judges 15:1-2

' But it came to pass within a while
after, in the time of wheat harvest,
that Samson visited his wife with a kid;
and he said, | will go in to my wife into
the chamber.
But her father would not suffer him to

go in.

2 And her father said, | verily thought
that thou hadst utterly hated her;
therefore | gave her to thy companion:
is not her younger sister fairer than
she? take her, | pray thee, instead of
her.




This betrayal gave Samson the
opportunity to bring even more harm
upon the Philistines, which was always
his foremost goal.

Judges 15:3

3 And Samson said concerning them,
Now shall | be more blameless than
the Philistines, though | do them a
displeasure.

Chapter 15
1

But It came to pass within a while after, In the time of
wheat harvest, that Samson visited his wife with a kid;
and he said, 1 will go in to my wife into the chamber.
But her father wouwld not suffer him to go In.

And her father said, I verily thought that thou

hadst utterty hated her; therefore I gave her to thy
mmm:bmh«wﬂmfammm?
take her, I pray thee, instead of her.
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‘blameless than the Phiistines, though 1 do thema

Mmmumuw Who hath done this? And
they answered, Samson, the son In law of the Timnite,
because he had taken his wife, and given her to his
companion. And the Philistines came up, and burnt her
and her father with fire.

And Samson sald unto them, Though ye have cone this,
yet will [ be avenged of you, and after that 1 will cease.

And he smote them hip and thigh with a great slaughter:

and he went down and dwelt in the top of the rock
Etam.

Then the Philistines went up, and pitched in Judah, and
spread themselves in Lehl.

And the men of Judah said, Why are ye come up against
us? And they answered, To bind Samson are we come
up, to do to him as he hath done to us,
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Then three thousand men of Judah went to the top of
the rock Etam, and sald to Samson, Knowest thou not
that the Phiistines are rulers over us? what is this that
thou hast done unto us? And he sald unto them, As they
did unto me, so have 1 done unto them.

And they sald unto him, We are come down to bind thee,
that we may deliver thee Into the hand of the Philistines.
And Samson said unto them, Swear unto me, that ye
will not fall upon me yourselves,

And they spake unto him, saying, No; but we will bind
thee fast, and deliver thee Into their hand: but surely
we will not kill thee. And they bound him with two new
cords, and brought him up from the rock,

And when he came unto Lehi, the Philistines shouted
against him: and the Spirt of the LORD came mightily
upen him, and the cords that were upon his arms
became as flax that was burnt with fire, and his bands
loosed from off his hands,

And he found a new jawbone of an ass, and put forth his
hand, and took It, and slew a thousand men therewith.
And Samson said, With the jawbone of an ass, heaps
upon heaps, with the jaw of an ass have I slain a
thousand men.

And It came to pass, when he had made an end of
speaking, that he cast away the jawbone out of his
hand, and called that place Ramathiehl.

And he was sore athirst, and calied on the LORD, and
sald, Thou hast given this great deliverance Into the
hand of thy servant: and now shall I die for thirst, and
fali into the hand of the uncircumcised?

But God clave an hollow place that was in the Jaw, and
there came water thereout; and when he had drunk, his
SpIrt came again, and he revived: wharefore he called
the name thereof Enhakkore, which is in Lehl unto this
day.

And he judged Israel in the days of the Philistines twenty
years,
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Judges 15:4-5

4 And Samson went and caught three
hundred foxes, and took firebrands,
and turned tail to tail,
and put a firebrand in the midst
between two tails.
And when he had set the brands on

fire, he let them go into the standing
corn of the Philistines,

and burnt up both the shocks,

and also the standing corn,

with the vineyards and olives.




When the Philistines retaliated by taking
the lives of his wife and father-in-law,
Samson was free to avenge them.

Chapter 15

But It came to pass within a while after, In the time of
wheat harvest, that Samson visited his wife with a kid;
and he said, 1 will go in to my wife into the chamber.
But her father would not suffer him to go In,

And her father said, I verily thought that thou

hadst utterfy hated her; therefore 1 gave her to thy
companion: Is not her younger sister fairer than she?
take her, I pray thee, instead of her.

And Samson said them, Now shall I be more
blameless than the Philistines, though I do them a

displeasure.

And Samson went and caught three hundred foxes,
and took firebrands, and turned tall to tall, and put a
frebrand in the midst between two talls.

And when he had set the brands on fire, he let them go
into the standing comn of the Philistines, and burmt up
both the shocks, and also the standing corm, with the
vineyards and olives.

Then the Philistines sald, Who hath done this? And
they answered, Samson, the son in law of the Timnite,
because he had taken his wife, and given her to his
companion. And the Philistines came up, and burnt her
and her father with fire.

And Samson sald unto them, Though ye have cone this,
yet will [ be avenged of you, and after that 1 will cease.

And he smote them hip and thigh with a great slaughter:

and he went down and dwelt in the top of the rock

us? And they answered, To bind Samson are we come
up, to do to him as he hath done to us,
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Then three thousand men of Judah went to the top of
the rock Etam, and sald to Samson, Knowest thou not
that the Phiistines are rulers over us? what is this that
thou hast done unto us? And he sald unto them, As they
did unto me, so have 1 done unto them.

And they sald unto him, We are come down to bind thee,
that we may deliver thee Into the hand of the Philistines.
And Samson said unto them, Swear unto me, that ye
will not fall upon me yourselves,

And they spake unto him, saying, No; but we will bind
thee fast, and deliver thee Into their hand: but surely
we will not kill thee. And they bound him with two new
cords, and brought him up from the rock,

And when he came unto Lehi, the Philistines shouted
against him: and the Spirt of the LORD came mightily
upen him, and the cords that were upon his arms
became as flax that was burnt with fire, and his bands
loosed from off his hands,

And he found a new jawbone of an ass, and put forth his
hand, and took It, and slew a thousand men therewith.
And Samson said, With the jawbone of an ass, heaps
upon heaps, with the jaw of an ass have 1 slain a
thousand men.

And It came to pass, when he had made an end of
speaking, that he cast away the jawbene out of his
hand, and called that place Ramathiehl.

And he was sore athirst, and ca¥led on the LORD, and
sald, Thou hast given this great deliverance Into the
hand of thy servant: and now shall I die for thirst, and
fali into the hand of the uncircumcised?

But God clave an hollow place that was in the Jaw, and
there came water thereout; and when he had drunk, his
Spirit came again, and he revived: wharefore he called
the name thereof Enhakkore, which Is in Lehl unto this

And he fudged Israel in the days of the Philistines twenty
years,




Judges 15:6-8

6 Then the Philistines said, g A}:‘d SathO}:‘ saiddunto ’;]l?em,
Who hath done this? Though ye have done this,

yet will | be avenged of you,

And they answered, and after that | will cease.

Samson,

the son in law of the Timnite, ¢ And he smote them hip and thigh

because he had taken his wife, with a great slaughter:
and given her to his companion. and he went down and dwelt in the

top of the rock Etam.

And the Philistines came up, and
burnt her and her father with fire.




The Philistines were now even more
incensed:

Judges 15:9-10

9 Then the Philistines went up,
and pitched in Judah,
and spread themselves in Lehi.

' And the men of Judah said,
Why are ye come up against us?
And they answered,
To bind Samson are we come up,

to do to him as he hath done to us.

Chapter 15

1 But it came to pass within a while after, in the time of
wheat harvest, that Samson visited his wife with a kid;
and he said, 1 will go in to my wife into the chamber.
But her father would not suffer him to go In,

2 And her father said, I verily thought that thou
hadst utterty hated her; therefore I gave her to thy
companion: Is not her younger sister fairer than she?
take her, I pray thee, instead of her.

3 And Samson said concerning
blameless than the Philistines, though I do them a
displeasure.

4 And Samson went and caught three hundred foxes,
and took firebrands, and turned tall to tall, and put a
firebrand in the midst between two talls.

5 And when he had set the brands on fire, he let them go

into the standing comn of the Philistines, and burmt up
both the shocks, and also the standing corn, with the
vineyards and olives.

6 Then the Philistines sald, Who hath done this? And
they answered, Samson, the son In law of the Timnite,
because he had taken his wife, and given her to his
companion. And the Philistines came up, and burnt her
and her father with fire.

7 And Samson sald unto them, Though ye have cone this,
yet will [ be avenged of you, and after that 1 will cease.
8 And he smote them hip and thigh with a great slaughter:

and he went down and dwelt in the top of the rock
Etam,

9 Then the Philistines went up, and pitched in Jucah, and
Lehi.

spread themselves in
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us? And they answered, To bind Samson are we come
up, to do 1o him as he hath done to us.

them, Now shall I be more
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Then three thousand men of Judah went to the top of
the rock Etam, and sald to Samson, Knowest thou not
that the Philistines are rulers over us? what is this that
thou hast done unto us? And he sald unto them, As they
did unto me, so have 1 done unto them.

And they sald unto him, We are come down to bind thee,
that we may deliver thee Into the hand of the Philistines.
And Samson said unto them, Swear unto me, that ye
will not fall upon me yourselves,

And they spake unto him, saying, No; but we will bind
thee fast, and deliver thee Into their hand: but surely
we will not kill thee. And they bound him with two new
cords, and brought him up from the rock,

And when he came unto Lehi, the Philistines shouted
against him: and the Spirt of the LORD came mightily
upen him, and the cords that were upon his arms
became as flax that was burnt with fire, and his bands
loosed from off his hands,

And he found a new jawbone of an ass, and put forth his
hand, and took It, and slew a thousand men therewith.
And Samson said, With the jawbone of an ass, heaps
upon heaps, with the jaw of an ass have I slain a
thousand men.

And It came to pass, when he had made an end of
speaking, that he cast away the jawbone out of his
hand, and called that place Ramathiehl.

And he was sore athirst, and calied on the LORD, and
sald, Thou hast given this great deliverance Into the
hand of thy servant: and now shall I die for thirst, and
fali into the hand of the uncircumcised?

But God clave an hollow place that was in the Jaw, and
there came water thereout; and when he had drunk, his
Spirit came again, and he revived: wharefore he called
the name thereof Enhakkore, which is in Lehl unto this
day.

And he judged Israel in the days of the Philistines twenty
years,




These Judeans were not happy that
Samson was agitating their overlords.
Fearing that trouble could spill onto
them, they conspired to turn him over
to them.

Chapter 15

But It came to pass within a while after, In the time of
wheat harvest, that Samson visited his wife with a kid;
and he said, 1 will go in to my wife into the chamber.
But her father wouwld not suffer him to go In.

And her father said, I verily thought that thou

hadst utterty hated her; therefore I gave her to thy
companion: Is not her younger sister fairer than she?
take her, I pray thee, instead of her.

And Samson said them, Now shall I be more
blameless than the Philistines, though I do them a
displeasure.

And Samson went and caught three hundred foxes,
and took firebrands, and turned tall to tall, and put a
frebrand in the midst between two talls.

And when he had set the brands on fire, he let them go
into the standing comn of the Philistines, and burmt up
both the shocks, and also the standing corn, with the
vineyards and oltves.

Then the Philistines sald, Who hath done this? And
they answered, Samson, the son In law of the Timnite,
because he had taken his wife, and given her to his
companion. And the Philistines came up, and burnt her
and her father with fire.

And Samson sald unto them, Though ye have cone this,
yet will [ be avenged of you, and after that 1 will cease.

And he smote them hip and thigh with a great slaughter:

and he went down and dwelt in the top of the rock
Etam,

Then the Philistines went up, and pitched in Judah, and
spread themselves in Lehl.

And the men of Judah said, Why are ye come up against
us? And they answered, To bind Samson are we come
up, to do to him as be hath done to us,
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Then three thousand men of Judah went to the top of
the rock Etam, and sald to Samson, Knowest thou not
that the Philistines are rulers over us? what is this that
thou hast done unto us? And he sald unto them, As they
did unto me, so have 1 done unto them.

And they sald unto him, We are come down to bind thee,
that we may deliver thee Into the hand of the Philistines,
And Samscn said unto them, Swear unto me, that ye
will not fall upon me yourselves,

And they spake unto bhim, saying, No; but we will bind
thee fast, and deliver thee Into their hand: but surely
we will not kill thee. And they bound him with two new
cords, and brought him up from the rock,

And when he came unto Lehi, the Philistines shouted
against him: and the Spirit of the LORD came mightily
upen him, and the cords that were upon his arms
became as flax that was burnt with fire, and his bands
loosed from off his hands,

And he found a new jawbone of an ass, and put forth his
hand, and took It, and slew a thousand men therewith.
And Samson said, With the jawbone of an ass, heaps
upon heaps, with the jaw of an ass have 1 slain a
thousand men.

And It came to pass, when he had made an end of
speaking, that he cast away the jawbene out of his
hand, and called that place Ramathiehl.

And he was sore athirst, and ca¥led on the LORD, and
sald, Thou hast given this great deliverance Into the
hand of thy servant: and now shall I die for thirst, and
fali into the hand of the uncircumcised?

But God clave an hollow place that was in the Jaw, and
there came water thereout; and when he had drunk, his
Spirit came again, and he revived: wharefore he called
the name thereof Enhakkore, which Is in Lehl unto this
day.

And he fudged Israel in the days of the Philistines twenty
years,




2 And they said unto him,
Judges 15:11-13 We are come down to bind thee,
" Then three thousand men of Judah that we may deliver thee into the hand
went to the top of the rock Etam, of the Philistines.
and said to Samson, And Samson said unto them,
Knowest thou not that the Philistines Swear unto me, that ye will not fall
are rulers over us? what is this that thou upon me yourselves.

hast d to us? i '
ast done unto us And they spake unto him, saying,

And he said unto them, No; but we will bind thee fast,

As they did unto me, and deliver thee into their hand:

so have | done unto them. but surely we will not kill thee.
And they bound him with two new
cords, and brought him up from the
rock.




In the confrontation that followed,
Samson completely overpowered them.

Chapter 15

1

10

But It came to pass within a while after, In the time of
wheat harvest, that Samson visited his wife with a kid;
and he said, 1 will go in to my wife into the chamber.
But her father would not suffer him to go In.

And her father said, I verily thought that thou

hadst utterfy hated her; therefore 1 gave her to thy
companion: is not her younger sister fairer than she?
take her, I pray thee, instead of her.

And Samson said concerning them, Now shall I be more
1 less than the Ph though I do them a

displeasure.

And Samson went and caught three hundred foxes,

and took firebrands, and turned tall to tall, and put a

firebrand in the midst between two talls.

And when he had set the brands on fire, he let them go

into the standing corn of the Philistines, and burnt up

both the shocks, and also the standing corn, with the

vineyards and oltves.

Then the Philistines sald, Who hath done this? And

they answered, Samson, the son In law of the Timnite,
because he had taken his wife, and given her to his
companion. And the Philistines came up, and burnt her
and her father with fire.

And Samson sald unto them, Though ye have done this,
yet will [ be avenged of you, and after that 1 will cease.

And he smote them hip and thigh with a great slaughter:

and he went down and dwelt in the top of the rock
Etam.

Then the Philistines went up, and pitched in Judah, and
spread themselves in Lehl,

And the men of Judah said, Why are ye come up against
us? And they answered, To bind Samson are we come
up, to do to him as be hath done to us,
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Then three thousand men of Judah went to the top of
the rock Etam, and sald to Samson, Knowest thou not
that the Philistines are rulers over us? what is this that
thou hast done unto us? And he sald unto them, As they
did unto me, o have I done unto them.

And they sald unto him, We are come down to bind thee,
that we may deliver thee Into the hand of the Philistines.
And Samson said unto them, Swear unto me, that ye
will not fall upon me yourselves,

And they spake unto him, saying, No; but we will bind
thee fast, and deliver thee Into their hand: but surely
we will not kill thee. And they bound him with two new
cords, and brought him up from the rock,

And when he came unto Lehi, the Philistines shouted
against him: and the Spint of the LORD cama mightily
upon him, and the cords that were upon his arms
became as flax that was burnt with fre, and his bands
loosed froen off his hands,

And he found a new jawbone of an ass, and put forth his
hand, and took It, and siew a thousand men therewith,
And Samson said, With the jawbone of an ass, heaps
upon heaps, with the Jaw of an ass have 1 slain a
thousand men.

And It came to pass, when he had made an end of
speaking, that he cast away the Jawbone out of his
hand, and called that place Ramathiehl.

And he was sore athirst, and calied on the LORD, and
sald, Thou hast given this great deliverance Into the
hand of thy servant: and now shall I die for thirst, and
fali into the hand of the uncircumcised?

But God clave an hollow place that was in the Jaw, and
there came water thereout; and when he had drunk, his
St came again, and he revived: wharefore he called
the name thereof Enhakkore, which is in Lehl unto this
day.

And he judged Israed in the days of the Philistines twenty
years,



Judges 15:14-17

4 And when he came unto Lehi,
the Philistines shouted against him:
and the Spirit of the LORD came
mightily upon him, and the cords that
were upon his arms became as flax that
was burnt with fire, and his bands
loosed from off his hands.

And he found a new jawbone of an ass,
and put forth his hand, and took it,

and slew a thousand men therewith.
And Samson said, With the jawbone of
an ass, heaps upon heaps, with the jaw
of an ass have I slain a thousand men.
And it came to pass, when he had made
an end of speaking, that he cast away
the jawbone out of his hand, and called
that place Ramathlehi [“the casting
away of the jawbone”].




When afterward he thirsted, God
provided for him in a marvelous way.

-
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Chapter 15

1 But it came to pass within a while after, In the time of
wheat harvest, that Samson visited his wife with a kid;
and he said, 1 will go in to my wife into the chamber.
But her father would not suffer him to go In.

2 And her father said, I verily thought that thou
hadst utterfy hated her; therefore 1 gave her to thy
companion: is not her younger sister fairer than she?
take her, I pray thee, instead of her.

3 And Samson said concerning them, Now shall I be more
i less than the P though I do them a
displeasure.

4 And Samson went and caught three hundred foxes,
and took firebrands, and turned tall to tall, and put a
firebrand in the midst between two talls.

S And when he had set the brands on fire, he let them go
into the standing corn of the Philistines, and burmt up
both the shocks, and also the standing corn, with the
vineyards and oltves.

6 Then the Philistines sald, Who hath done this? And
they answered, Samson, the son In law of the Timnite,
because he had taken his wife, and given her to his
companion. And the Philistines came up, and burnt her
and her father with fire.

7 And Samson sald unto them, Though ye have cone this,
yet will [ be avenged of you, and after that 1 will cease.

8 And he smote them hip and thigh with a great slaughter:

and he went down and dwelt in the top of the rock
Etam,

9 Then the Philistines went up, and pitched in Judah, and
spread themselves in Lehl.

10 And the men of Judah said, Why are ye come up against
us? And they answered, To bind Samson are we come
up, to do to him as he hath done to us,
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Then three thousand men of Judah went to the top of
the rock Etam, and sald to Samson, Knowest thou not
that the Philistines are rulers over us? what is this that
thou hast done unto us? And he sald unto them, As they
did unto me, so have 1 done unto them.

And they sald unto him, We are come down to bind thee,
that we may deliver thee Into the hand of the Philistines.,
And Samson said unto them, Swear unto me, that ye
will not fall upon me yourselves,

And they spake unto him, saying, No; but we will bind
thee fast, and deliver thee Into their hand: but surely
we will not kill thee. And they bound him with two new
cords, and brought him up from the rock,

And when he came unto Lehi, the Philistines shouted
against him: and the Spirit of the LORD cama mightily
upen him, and the cords that were upon his arms
became as flax that was burnt with fire, and his bands
loosed from off his hands,

And he found a new jawbone of an ass, and put forth his
hand, and took it, and slew a thousand men therewith.
And Samson sald, Wih the jawbone of an ass, heaps
upon heaps, with the Jaw of an ass have I slain a
thousand men.

And It came to pass, when he had made an end of
speaking, that he cast away the jawbone out of his
hand, and called that place Ramathiehl.

And he was sore athirst, and calied on the LORD, and
sald, Thou hast given this great deliverance Into the
hand of thy servant: and now shall I die for thirst, and
fali into the hand of the uncircumcised?

But God clave an hollow place that was in the Jaw, and
there came water thereout; and when he had drunk, his
Spirit came again, and he revived: wharefore he called
the name thereof Enhakkore, which is in Lehl unto this
day.

And he judged Israel in the days of the Philistines twenty
years,
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Judges 15:18-19

'® And he was sore athirst,
and called on the LORD, and said,
Thou hast given this great deliverance
into the hand of thy servant:
and now shall | die for thirst, and fall into

the hand of the uncircumcised?

But God clave an hollow place that was in
the jaw, and there came water thereout;
and when he had drunk,

his spirit came again, and he revived:

wherefore he called the name thereof
Enhakkore [“the well of him that called”],
which is in Lehi unto this day.




Chapter 15 ends with this summation:

Judges 15:20
20 And he judged Israel in the days of
the Philistines twenty years.

Chapter 15

1 But it came to pass within a while after, In the time of
wheat harvest, that Samson visited his wife with a kid;
and he said, 1 will go in to my wife into the chamber.
But her father would not suffer him to go In,

2 And her father said, I verily thought that thou
hadst utterty hated her; therefore I gave her to thy
companion: Is not her younger sister fairer than she?
take her, I pray thee, instead of her.

3 And Samson said concerning
blameless than the Philistines, though I do them a
displeasure.

4 And Samson went and caught three hundred foxes,
and took firebrands, and turned tall to tall, and put a
frebrand in the midst between two

taks.
5 And when he had set the brands on fire, he let them go

into the standing comn of the Philistines, and burmt up
both the shocks, and also the standing corn, with the
vineyards and olives.

6 Then the Philistines sald, Who hath done this? And
they answered, Samson, the son in law of the Timnite,
because he had taken his wife, and given her to his
companion. And the Philistines came up, and burnt her
and her father with fire.

7 And Samson sald unto them, Though ye have cone this,

yet will [ be avenged of you, and after that 1 will cease.

8 And he smote them hip and thigh with a great slaughter:

and he went down and dwelt in the top of the rock
Etam,

9 Then the Philistines went up, and pitched in Judah, and
themselves In Lehl.

spread
- 10 And the men of Judah said, Why are ye come up against

us? And they answered, To bind Samson are we come
up, to do to him as be hath done to us,

them, Now shall I be more
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Then three thousand men of Judah went to the top of
the rock Etam, and sald to Samson, Knowest thou not
that the Philistines are rulers over us? what is this that
thou hast done unto us? And he sald unto them, As they
did unto me, so have 1 done unto them.

And they sald unto him, We are come down to bind thee,
that we may deliver thee Into the hand of the Philistines.
And Samson said unto them, Swear unto me, that ye
will not fall upon me yourselves,

And they spake unto him, saying, No; but we will bind
thee fast, and deliver thee Into their hand: but surely
we will not kill thee. And they bound him with two new
cords, and brought him up from the rock,

And when he came unto Lehi, the Philistines shouted
against him: and the Spirit of the LORD came mightily
upen him, and the cords that were upon his arms
became as flax that was burnt with fire, and his bands
loosed from off his hands,

And he found a new jawbone of an ass, and put forth his
hand, and took It, and slew a thousand men therewith.
And Samson said, With the jawbone of an ass, heaps
upon heaps, with the jaw of an ass have 1 slain a
thousand men.

And It came to pass, when he had made an end of
speaking, that he cast away the jawbene out of his
hand, and called that place Ramathiehl.

And he was sore athirst, and ca¥led on the LORD, and
sald, Thou hast given this great deliverance Into the
hand of thy servant: and now shall I die for thirst, and
fali into the hand of the uncircumcised?

But God clave an hollow place that was in the Jaw, and
there came water thereout; and when he had drunk, his
Spirit came again, and he revived: wharefore he called
the name thereof Enhakkore, which Is in Lehl unto this

20 And he judged Israel in the days of the Phillstines twenty




, Samson’'s Wafe

The third woman in
Samson’s story was a
Philistine prostitute.
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The men of Gaza intended to lie in wait
for Samson and take him in the
morning, but Samson has other plans.

Chagtter 16

1 Then went Samson to Gaza, and saw thare an hariot, and
went in unto her.
2 Nummhmmmuwm
MmmnwmeMnolmm
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the moming, when & is day, we shall kill him.
3 And Samson lay tiil midnight, and arose at midnight, and
took the doors of the gate of the city, and the two posts, and
want away with them, bar and all, and put them upon his
shoulders, and carred tham up to the top of an hil that is
Before Hebron.

4 And & camae to pass afterward, that be loved a woman In the
valley of Sorek, whose name was DeMah.

S And the lords of the Philistines came up unto her, and said
wnto her, Entice him, and see wherein his great strength
fleth, and by what means we may prevall against him, that
we may bind N to affiict him: and we will Give thee every
ome of us sleven hundred pleces of silver.

¢ wmwwmwm.lmm -Mnhm
to affiict thee.

7 And Samson said unto he, If they bind me with seven green
withs that were never dried, then shal 1 be weak, and be as

ancthar man.
&  Then the lords of the Phllstings Brought up o her seven
mmmmmmm.wmmm

9 Now there were man lying In wak, abiding with her in the

s broken when It toucheth the fire, So his strength was not
known,

10 And Delilah said unto Samson, Behold, thou hast mocked

. me, and told me Ses: now tell me, I pray thee, wherewith

thou mightest be bound.,
11 And he said unto har, If they bind me fast with new ropes
that never were occupied, then shall I be weak, and be as

Samson,
And there were Bers in walt abiding in the chamber. And he
‘Brake theen from off his arms M a thresd.

13 And Delilah said unto Samson, Mitherto thou hast mocked
me, and told me Ses: tall me wherewith thou mightest be
Bewnd. And he sald unto her, If thou weavest the seven locks
of my head with the web,

14 And she fastened it with the pin, and said unto hen, The
Philistines be upon thee, Samson. And he awaked out of hs
mummmmwuumumm
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when thine heart is not with me? thouw hast mocked me
these three times, and hast not told me wherein thy great
strength lieth.
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And & came to pass, when the pressed Nm dally with her
M“uwumnwmw-vunmm
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354 be like any other maa,

And when Delilah saw that he had told her all Ns heart, she

sent and called for the lords of the Phiistines, saying, Come
wp this once, for he hath shewed me all his heart, Then the

Iords of the Philistines came up unto her, and brought money
In their hand.

And she made him sleep upon her knees; and she calied for



Judges 16:1-3

' Then went Samson to Gaza, and saw
there an harlot, and went in unto her.
And it was told the Gazites, saying,
Samson is come hither.

And they compassed himin,

and laid wait for him all night in the gate
of the city, and were quiet all the night,
saying, In the morning, when it is day,

we shall kill him.

And Samson lay till midnight,

and arose at midnight, and took the
doors of the gate of the city, and the
two posts, and went away with them,
bar and all, and put them upon his
shoulders, and carried them up to the
top of an hill that is before Hebron.




s e

| il |

i

Judges 16:1-3
' Then went Samson to Gaza, and saw
there an harlot, and went in unto her.
2 And it was told the Gazites, saying,
Some see this act as a harbinger of Christ’s words in
Matthew 16:18:

® And | say also unto thee, That thou art Peter,
and upon this rock I will build my church;
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.
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3 And Samson lay till midnight,
and arose at midnight, and took the
doors of the gate of the city, and the
two posts, and went away with them,
bar and all, and put them upon his
shoulders, and carried them up to the
top of an hill that is before Hebron.







