
“What shall we then say 
to these things?”

Seeing what is happening in the world around us, 



Optimism, Pessimism, Realism 
and Faith 
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1. Expects good things in the future.  
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A Pessimist 



1. Expects things to get even worse.  
2. Braces for the inevitable letdown. 
3. Is suspicious of good news. 

A Pessimist 



                                 
                            

A Realist 



1. Takes the world as he sees it.  
                            

A Realist 



1. Takes the world as he sees it.  
2. Deals with it accordingly. 

A Realist 



What about  
a Christian? 
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 Our proof of realities yet invisible to the eye. 
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1 Peter 1:8   
Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet 
believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory:  

1 Corinthians 2:9:  
But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into 
the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. 

2 Corinthians 4:18    
While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not 
seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not 
seen are eternal.   



Abraham’s evidence of things not seen: 
 
Romans 4:19-21: 
19 And being not weak in faith, he considered not his own body now dead, when 
he was about an hundred years old, neither yet the deadness of Sara's womb: 



Abraham’s evidence of things not seen: 
 
Romans 4:19-21: 
19 And being not weak in faith, he considered not his own body now dead, when 
he was about an hundred years old, neither yet the deadness of Sara's womb:  

20 He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in 
faith, giving glory to God; 



Abraham’s evidence of things not seen: 
 
Romans 4:19-21: 
19 And being not weak in faith, he considered not his own body now dead, when 
he was about an hundred years old, neither yet the deadness of Sara's womb:  

20 He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in 
faith, giving glory to God; 

21 And being fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he was able also to 
perform.  



Abraham “considered not his own body now dead.” 

This was not a positive affirmation. 



From “35 Affirmations That Will Change Your Life” 

Abraham “considered not his own body now dead.” 

This was not a positive affirmation. 



Matthew 6:27: 
Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto his stature?  
 
                    

                                                            
                   



Matthew 6:27: 
Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto his stature?  
 
Lamentations 3:37: 
Who is he that saith, and it cometh to pass, when the Lord 
commandeth it not? 
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body now dead.” 

He based his expectation on God’s 
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Abraham “considered not his own 
body now dead.” 

He based his expectation on God’s 
ability and not his own weakness.  

God’s promise was all the evidence 
Abraham needed.  

He was “fully persuaded that, what 
he had promised, he was able also to 
perform.”  
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warned him of, and saved himself there, not once nor twice.    

11 Therefore the heart of the king of Syria was sore troubled for this thing; and he 
called his servants, and said unto them, Will ye not shew me which of us is for the 
king of Israel?    

12 And one of his servants said, None, my lord, O king: but Elisha, the prophet 
that is in Israel, telleth the king of Israel the words that thou speakest in thy 
bedchamber.    



13 And he said, Go and spy 
where he is, that I may send 
and fetch him. And it was told 
him, saying, Behold, he is in 
Dothan.    

14 Therefore sent he thither 
horses, and chariots, and a 
great host: and they came by 
night, and compassed the city 
about.  



15 And when the servant of the 
man of God was risen early, 
and gone forth, behold, an 
host compassed the city both 
with horses and chariots.  
And his servant said unto him, 
Alas, my master!  
how shall we do? 

16 And he answered, Fear not: 
for they that be with us are 
more than they that be with 
them.  



17 And Elisha prayed, and said, 
LORD, I pray thee, open his 
eyes, that he may see.  

And the LORD opened the eyes 
of the young man; and he saw: 
and, behold, the mountain was 
full of horses and chariots of 
fire round about Elisha.  
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Faith does not create. 
 
Faith recognizes what God 
has already provided. 
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It is not about being  
an optimist, 
a pessimist, 
or a realist. 
 
It is about having faith in  
“the invisible God” and in 
things unseen. 
 
It is about having your eyes 
opened by God. 



Psalm 119:18:    
Open thou mine eyes,  
that I may behold wondrous 
things out of thy law. 




