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In 1843, Charles Dickens
published a novella about the
supernatural revelations

that led to the salvation of a
miserable old miser named
Ebenezer Scrooge.
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Christmas Eve by the ghost of his deceased
business partnerJacob Marleyand later

that night by the spirits of Christmas past,

Christmas present, and Christmas yet to
come. Through these four visitors, Scrooge is
forced to reevaluate his life, and see the
eternal doom that will be hisend if his path
does not change course.




In the biblical account of the Ebenezer,
we alsolearnthat it is what you do
AFTER an encounter with God that
determinesyour future.




1Samuell to 3 tells howa young boy
named Samuelcame to live with the
prophet Eli at the temple inShiloh,

and how Samuel learned to recognize
the voice of God.




1Samuel3:1b

Israel was in a state of decline. 181 TA OEA xI
precious in those days;
there wasno open vision.




1Samuel 3:121

19 And Samuel grew, and the LORD
was with him, and did let none of his
words fall to the ground.

2¢ And all Israel frorin Dain evern io

The first 3chapters conclude with 3
3AIl OA1 60 Ai AOCAT AA
the LORD.

Beersheba knew that Samuebas

establishedto bea prophet of the
LORD.

21 And the LORD appeared again in
Shiloh: for the LORD revealed
himself to Samuel in Shiloh by the
word of the LORD.




1 And the word of Samuel came to
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At the time, yearsof spiritual neglecthad
caused) O O Atdehgth & a natiorto
wither away.

1Samuel 4:1a
Chapter 4 chronicles the beginnings of
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To their shock and dismay,
the Israelites were soundly defeated.

1Samuel 4:2

2

And the Philistines put themselves
In array against Israel:

and when they joined battle,

Israel was smitten before the
Philistines:

and they slew of the army in the
field about four thousand men.
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thought the mere presence ofthe ark of
God would save them. It had become
something like a good luck charm.

1Samuel4:3

3 And when the people were come
into the camp,
the elders of Israel said,
Wherefore hath the LORD smitten
us to day before the Philistines?

Let us fetch the ark of the

covenant of the LORD out of Shiloh
unto us, that, when it cometh
among us, it may save us out of the
hand of our enemies.




This was not much different from hiding
behind a cross.

1Samuel4:3

Andwhen the people were come
into the camp,

the elders of Israel said,
Wherefore hath the LORD smitten
us to day before the Philistines?

3

Let us fetch the ark of the

covenant of the LORD out of Shiloh
unto us, that,when it cometh
among us,it may save usut of the
hand of our enemies




- 1Samuel4:4-5
*Shunem 4 So the people sent taShiloh,
*EiEt that they might bring from thence
apesh e the ark of the covenant of the
Shechems LORD of hosts, which dwelleth
e e ISRAEL "M betweenthe cherubims:
«Bethel and the two sons of Eli, Hophni and

«Gilgal

Jezreel®

Bezeke

Jordan River

« Kirjathjearim Phinehaswerethere with the ark
Gath o nonemesn of the covenant of God.
And when the ark of the covenant
of the LORD came into the camp,

. | all Israel shouted with a great
At the time, the ta_berna_lcle of the shout, so that the earth rang again.
Lord was located in Shiloh.

«Ekron




The Philistinesvere
frightened by the ark,
but they turned their
fearinto a rallying

point.

1 Samuel:6-9

6
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And when the Philistines heard the noise of the shout, B
they said, Whatmeaneththe noise of this great shoutin |
the camp of the Hebrews? |

And they understood that the ark of the LORD was
come into the camp.

And the Philistines were afraid, for they said,

God is come into the camp.

And they said, Woe unto us!

for there hath not been such a thing heretofore.
Woe unto us! who shall deliver us out of the hand of
these mighty Gods? thesarethe Gods that smote the
Egyptians with all the plagues in the wilderness.

Be strong, and quit yourselves like men, O ye Philistineq,
that ye be not servants unto the Hebrews, as they have }
been to you: quit yourselves like men, and fight.
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1 Samuel: 16011

10 And the Philistines fought, and Israel was smitten,
They overwhelmed the and they fled every man into his tent:
Israelites,EET | AA and thare was a very great slaughter;

sons, andook for there fell of Israel thirty thousand footmen.
possession of the ark.

11 And the ark of God was taken;
and the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were slaif.




1 Samue#:1214
12 And there ran a man of Benjamin out of the army,
A messenger brought and came to Shiloh the same day with his clothes rent,
news of the defeat to and with earth upon his head.
Eli in Shiloh. 13 And when he came, lo,
Eli sat upon a seat by the wayside watching:
for his heart trembled for the ark of God.
And when the man came into the city, and toli,
all the city cried out.
14 And when Eli heard the noise of the crying, he said,
What meaneththe noise of this tumult?
And the man came in hastily, and told Eli.




The news devastated
the aged prophet.

1 Samue#:1517

15 Now Eli was ninety and eight years old;
and his eyes were dim, that he could not see.

16 And the man said unto Eli,dmhe that came out of the
army, and | fled to day out of the army.

And he said, What is there done, my son?

17 And the messenger answered and said,
Israel is fled before the Philistines, and there hath been
also a great slaughter among the people,

and thy two sons also, Hophni and Phinehas, are dead,
and the ark of God is taken.



1Samuel 4:18

18 And it came to pass,
when he made mention of the ark
of God,
that he fell from off the seat
backward by the side of the gate,
and his neck brake, and he died:
for he was an old man, and heavy.

And he had judged Israel forty
years.




1 Samue#:1922
19 And his daughter in law, Phinehas' wife, was with child, }
nearto be delivered:
and when she heard the tidings that the ark of God
About this time, was taken, and that her father in law and her husband
VIM=RRO I B nNel=l( nere dead, she bowed herself and travailed:;
was giving birth. for her pains came upon her.
20 And about the time of her death the women that
stood by her said unto her, Fear not; for thou hast born |
a son. But she answered not, neither did she regaitd :
21 And she named the child Ichabqdaying,
The glory is departed from Israel:
because the ark of God was taken,
and because of her father in law and her husband.
22 And she said, The glory is departed from Israel:
for the ark of God is taken.
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1 Samue#:1922
19 And his daughter in law, Phinehas' wife, was with child, }
nearto be delivered:
andwhen she heard the tidings that the ark of God
IchabodC O | | wes taken, and that her father in law and her husband
were dead, she bowed herself and travailed;
for her pains came upon her.
20 And about the time of her death the women that
stood by her said unto her, Fear not; for thou hast born |
a son. But she answered not, neither did she regaitd :
21 And she named the childchabod,saying,
Theglory is departed from Israel:
becausethe ark of God was taken,
and because of her father in law and her husband.
22 And she said, The glory is departed from Israel:
for the ark of God is taken
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Chapter 5 testifies of the Philistines
misadventures as caretakers of the ark.

1 Samueb:1
1 And the Philistines took the ark of

God, and brought it from Ebenezer
unto Ashdod.
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Chapter 5 testifies of the Philistines
misadventures as caretakers of the ark.

1 Samueb:1
1 And the Philistines took the ark of

God, and brought it from Ebenezer
unto Ashdod.




1Samuel 5:2

2 When the Philistines took the ark of
God, they brought it into the house
of Dagon, and set it by Dagon.
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1Samuel 5:2

2 Whenthe Philistines took the ark of
God, they brought it into the house
of Dagon, and set it by Dagaon

Dagon was the chief deity of the

Philistines. Accordindo their mythology,
Dagon was the father of Baal. He was the
fish god, andhe was represented as a halt
man, haltfish creature. From gotguestions.com



1Samuel 5:3

3 And when they of Ashdod arose early on the
morrow, behold, Dagonwasfallen upon his face to
the earth before the ark of the LORD.
And they took Dagon, and set him in his place again.




1Samuel 5:45

4 And when they arose early on the
morrow morning, behold,
Dagonwasfallen upon his face to the
ground before the ark of the LORD;

and the head of Dagon and both the
palms of his handsvere cut off upon

the threshold,;

only the stump ofDagon was left to
him.

Therefore neither the priests of Dagon,
nor any that come into Dagon's house,
tread on the threshold of Dagon in
Ashdod unto this day.




1 Samuel 5:6

6 But the hand of the LORD was heavy upon them of
Ashdod, and he destroyed them, and smote them with
emerods,evenAshdod and the coasts thereof.

But the punishment of
the Philistines was not
only upon their idol.




1 Samuel 5:6

6 Butthe hand of the LORD was heavy upon them of
Ashdod,and he destroyed them, and smote them with
emerods, evenAshdod and the coasts thereof.

But the punishment of
the Philistines was not
only upon their idol.

tumors, hemorrhoids




Eutlor 1 Samuel 59
sezresn 7 And when the men of Ashdod saw
that it wasso, they said,
The ark of the God of Israel shall not
abide with us: for his hand is sore
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" them, and said, What shall we do
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And they answered, Let the ark of
the God of Israel be carried about
unto Gath.And they carried the ark
of the God of Israel abouthither.

B Dead Sea
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to Ekron.
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Bezeke

Shecheme
Abheks @Ebenezer

Jordan River

*Mizpah

shiote  ISRAEL
as the ark of God came to Ekron,
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They have brought about
the ark of the God of Israel to us,

to slay us and our people.
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1 Samueb:1112

11 So they sent and gathered
together all the lords of the
Philistines, and said,
Send away the ark of the God of
Israel, and let it go again to his
own place, that it slay us not, and
our people:
for there was a deadly destruction
throughout all the city; the hand of
God was very heavy there.

12 And the men that died not were
smitten with the emerods: and the
cry of the city went up to heaven.




After suffering for
seven months,

the Philistines decided
to return the ark to the

Israeliteswith an
offering of apology.

1Samuel 6:13

1

And the ark of the LORD was in the country of the
Philistinesseven months.

And the Philistines called for the priests and the
diviners, saying, What shall we do to the ark of the
LORD? tell us wherewith we shall send it to his place.
And they said,

If ye send away the ark of the God of Israel,

send it not empty;

but in any wise return him a trespass offering:

then ye shall be healed, and it shall be known to you
why his hand is not removed from you.




Over 400 years had
passed since the Exodus
but the Philistines still
remembered what God

had done to the
Egyptians.

1Samuel 6:46

4

Then said they, Whashall bethe trespass offering
which we shall return to him?

They answered,

Five golden emerods, and five golden mice,
according tothe number of the lords of the Philistines:
for one plaguewason you all, and on your lords.
Wherefore ye shall make images of your emerods,
and images of your mice that mar the land;

and ye shall give glory unto the God of Israel:
peradventure he will lighten his hand from off you,
and from off your gods, and from off your land.
Wherefore then do ye harden your hearts,

as the Egyptians and Pharaoh hardened their hearts?
when he had wrought wonderfully among them,

did they not let the people go, and they departed?




They devised a test to
verify the source of their
calamities:

1 Samuel 69

7

Now therefore make a new cart,

and take two milch kine, on which there hath come no

yoke, and tie the kine to the cart, and bring their calves
home from them:

And take the ark of the LORD, and lay it upon the cart;

and put the jewels of gold, which ye return hirfor a
trespass offering, in a coffer by the side thereof;

and send it away, that it may go.

And see, if it goeth up by the way of his own coast to
Bethshemeshthen he hath done us this great evil:
but if not, then we shall know thatit isnot his hand
that smote us: itwasa chancethat happened to us.




Milchkineare milkcows;
domesticated cattle
raised primarily fortheir
milk production.

1 Samuel 69

7

Now therefore make a new cairt,

andtake two milch kine, on which there hath come no
yoke, and tie thekineto the cart, and bring their calves
home from them:

And take the ark of the LORD, and lay it upon the cart;

and put the jewels of gold, which ye return hirfor a
trespass offering, in a coffer by the side thereof;
andsend it away, that it may go.

And see, if itgoeth up by the way of his own coast to
Bethshemeshthen he hath done us this great evil:
but if not, then we shall know thatit isnot his hand
that smote us: itwasa chancethat happened to us.




1 Samuel 69
7 Now therefore make a new cart,
andtake two milch kine, on which there hath come no

These cows had never yoke, and tie thekineto the cart, and bring their calves
wore a yoke, or pulled a home from them:

plow or cart. And Andtake the ark of the LORD, and lay it upon the cart;
sending them off and put the jewels of gold, which ye return hirfor a

without their nursing trespass offering, in a coffer by the side thereof;
calves would insure andsend it away, that it may go.

that, except for an act And see, if itgoeth up by the way of his own coast to
_Of G_Od,_ they W0U|d_ Bethshemeshthen he hath done us this great evil:
Instinctively go straight but if not, then we shall know thatit is not his hand
to them. that smote us: itwasa chancethat happened to us.




1 Samueb:1011

10 And the men did so;
and took two milch kine,
and tied them to the cart,

and shut up their calves at home:

11 And they laid the ark of the LORD
upon the cart, and the coffer with
the mice of gold and the images of
their emerods.
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1 Samueb:12

12 And the kine took the straight way
to the way of Bethshemesh
andwent along the highway,
lowing as they went,
and turned not asideto the right
hand orto the left;

and the lords of the Philistines
went after them unto the border
of Bethshemesh.




1 Samueb:1314

13 And they of Bethshemeshwere
reaping their wheat harvest in
the valley:
and they lifted up their eyes,
and saw the ark,
and rejoiced to seat.

14 And the cart came into the field
of Joshua, a Bethshemite,
and stood there,
where there wasa great stone:
and they clave the wood of the |
cart, and offered the kine a burnt i
offering unto the LORD.




1 Samueb:1516

15 And the Levites took down the ark of
the LORD, and the coffer thatvaswith
it, wherein the jewels of goldwere,
and putthem on the great stone:

and the men of Bethshemesh offered
burnt offerings and sacrificed sacrifices
the same day unto the LORD.

16 And when the five lords of the
Philistines had seeirt,
they returned to Ekron the same day.
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1 Samuel 6:1¥8
17 And thesearethe golden emerods which the Philistines ’ﬂ
returned for a trespass offering unto the LORD,; ‘

?Z" Y w for Ashdod one,

. U for Gaza one,
V v for Askelon one,
for Gath one,
E . _ for Ekron one;
@ @ @ 18 And the golden miceaccording tothe numb_er of all
L AL DL the cities of the Philistinedelongingto the five lords,
R 2 SEEED T both of fenced cities, and of country villages,
@ @ even unto the greatstone ofAbel,
oS C.,é whereon they set down the ark of the LORD:

which stone remainethunto this day
in the field of Joshua, the Bethshemite.
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1 Samuel 6:121
19 And he smote the men of Bethshemesh,
because they had looked into the ark of the LORD,
even he smote of the people fifty thousand and
threescore and ten men:
and the people lamented, because the LORD had
smitten manyof the people with a great slaughter.
20 And the men of Bethshemesh said,
Who is able to stand before this holy LORD God?
and to whom shall he go up from us?

21 And they sent messengers to the inhabitants of
Kirjathjearim, saying,
The Philistines have brought again the ark of the LORD}
come ye down,andfetch it up to you.

Sadly, the men of
Bethshemeshtreated
the ark like a curiosity
and paid a heavy price

for their irreverence.
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The ark was taken tdirjathjearim j
where it remained for 20 years.

1 Samuel:12

1 And the men ofKirjathjearimcame,
and fetched up the ark of the LORD,
and brought it into the house of
Abinadab in the hill,
and sanctified Eleazar his son
to keep the ark of the LORD.
And it came to pass,
while the ark abode in Kirjathjearim,
that the time was long;
for it was twenty years:
and all the house of Israel lamented
after the LORD.
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1 Samue¥:3

3 And Samuel spake unto all the
house of Israel, saying,
If ye do return unto the LORD with
all your hearts,
then put away the strange gods
and Ashtaroth from among you,
and prepare your hearts unto the
LORD, and serve him only: and he
will deliver you out of the hand of
the Philistines.




1 Samue¥:3
R 3 And Samuelspakeunto all the
Bezske BT O house of Israel, saying,
Shecherne If ye do return unto the LORD with
e ISRAEL "M all your hearts,
- = then put away the strange gods
R kirjathjearim and Ashtaroth from among you,
Gath Coroemes” and prepare your hearts unto the
LORD, and serve him only: and he
The Canaanites worshippedshtaroth as will deliver you out of the hand of
a fertility goddess, the consort of BaalAs the Philistines.
bad as that was, this idolatry had taken

hold of the Israelites.
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1 Samuel 74
4 Then the children of Israel did put away
Baalimand Ashtaroth,
and served the LORD only.
5> And Samuel said,
Gather all Israel taVlizpeh,
and | will pray for you unto the LORD.
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Endor, 1 Samuel 7"6
. 4 Then the children of Israel did put away
e Caae Baalimand Ashtaroth,

Jezreel*

Bezeke ;’ vlr and served the LORD only.
o :; ' 5 And Samuel said,
shiohe  [SRAEL Gather all Israel taMizpeh,
TSl and | will pray for you unto the LORD.

sKirjathjearim

6 And they gathered together toMizpeh,
and drew water,
and pouredit out before the LORD,
and fasted on that day, and said there,
~Beer Sheba We have sinned against the LORD.

And Samuel judged the children of Israel
AMALEK in Mizpeh.




Endor,
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i 7 And when the Philistines heard that the
e l children of Israel were gathered
N A together to Mizpeh, the lords of the
Shiohs  ISRAEL Philistines went up against Israel.
= ™" g And when the children of Israel heari,
'G'm.aem;:;:,a::,fem they were afraid of the Philistines.
8 And the children of Israel said to Samuel,
ThePhilistines prepared for another war. Cease not to cry unto the LORD our God
But this time, Israel turned to Gog and for us, that he will save us out of the
not the arkz for help. hand of the Philistines.
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1 Samuer:9

9 And Samuel took a sucking lamb,
and offeredit for a burnt offering wholly
unto the LORD:

and Samuel cried unto the LORD for Israel
and the LORD heard him.




1 Samuel:10611

10 And as Samuel was offering up
the burnt offering,
the Philistines drew near to
battle against Israel:
but the LORD thundered with a
great thunder on that day upon

the Philistines, and discomfited
them; and they were smitten
before Israel.

11 And the men of Israel went out
of Mizpeh, and pursued the
Philistines, and smote them,
until they cameunder Bethcar.




1 Samuel 7:12

12 Then Samuel took a stone,
and setit between Mizpeh and Shen,
and called the name of iEbenezer,
saying,
Hitherto hath the LORD helped us.
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1 Samuel 7:12
12 ThenSamuel took a stone,

andsetit between Mizpehand Shen,

and called the name of iEbenezer,
saying
Hitherto hath the LORD helped us.
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1Samuel 7:1-34

13 So the Philistines were subdued,
and they came no more into the coast of Israel:
and the hand of the LORD was against the Philistines
all the days of Samuel.

14 And the cities which the Philistines had taken from
Israel were restored to Israel,
from Ekron even unto Gath;
and the coasts thereof did Israel deliver out of the
hands of the Philistines.
And there was peace between Israel and the Amorites.



