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Greetings to you in the name of Jesus Christ, the King of 
Glory,

Is it only me, or does it seem like just yesterday we sent 
out a newsletter to welcome in the New Year 2006?  I hope 
that this has been a good year for you, full of spiritual 
growth, and the laying up of many treasures in heaven. 

The Greek philosopher Socrates wrote, “The unexam-
ined life is not worth living.” It was self-examination that 
led King Solomon to wonder, “What profit hath a man of all 
his labour which he taketh under the sun?” (Eccl. 1:3). If not 
for self-examination, Solomon would never have realized 
that he had wasted much of his life in “vanity and vexation 
of spirit” (Eccl. 4:4). Without self-examination, our days 
will be consumed in forgettable activity, the meaningless 
pursuit of pleasure and avoidance of pain.

Ecclesiastes 11:3 says, “In the place where the tree fall-
eth, there it shall be.” There is no “rewind” button in life. 
Once you have spent the days of your mortality, they will 
not be replenished. Therefore, how we fare at heaven’s 
judgment seat will be largely determined by our honesty 
in assessing our lives here on earth. “Every one of us shall 
give account of himself to God” (Rom. 14:12); therefore 
you must “examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; 
prove your own selves” (2 Cor. 13:5).

That is the real question: are you in the faith? Are you 
living for the rewards of Christ or for the rewards of selfish 
living? It is true that Jesus came “that they might have life, 
and that they might have it more abundantly” (Jn 10:10). 
But what kind of abundance do you seek? Ecclesiastes 
5:10 says, “He that loveth silver shall not be satisfied with 
silver; nor he that loveth abundance with increase: this is 
also vanity.” For this reason, Jesus said, “Beware of cov-
etousness: for a man’s life consisteth not in the abundance 
of the things which he possesseth” (Lk. 12:15). 

Don’t be deceived by those who use the Gospel to attain 
the riches of this world. The Bible condemns such perver-
sions of truth, and leads us away from those who promote 
them. “Perverse disputings of men of corrupt minds, and 
destitute of the truth, supposing that gain is godliness: from 
such withdraw thyself” (1 Tim. 6:5). There is a much better 

way to live: As Proverbs 13:7 says, “There is that maketh 
himself rich, yet hath nothing: there is that maketh himself 
poor, yet hath great riches.” This is the lifestyle that Jesus 
exemplified. “For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ,” says 2 Corinthians 8:9, “that, though he was rich, 
yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye through his 
poverty might be rich.” 

The response to our proposed January class on the Weap-
ons of Our Warfare in Baton Rouge was not sufficient to 
justify holding this event. As a result, the first classes of the 
year 2007 will be in February, in Mumias and Kakamega, 
Kenya. In May we plan to return to Tanzania in our con-
tinuing mission to our Maasai brethren, and we have been 
invited to the eastern region of Uganda and Rwanda this 
autumn. Other classes will be scheduled upon request.

WTWH has produced a 12-month calendar celebrating 
our work with the Maasai. You can preview this calendar 
at our website at www.workerstogetherwithhim.org. Our 
purpose in this project was two-fold: first, as a gift to the 
villages who have opened their hearts to us, and second, 
as a gift to those who assist us with financial contributions. 
I hope you can understand what a unique opportunity has 
been presented to us, to teach the sound doctrine of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ to a people who are truly hungering 
and thirsting for righteousness. I hope you are also willing 
to recognize that mission work is the burden of the entire 
church, and not just the missionaries. If you have any doubt 
regarding the veracity of our work, just read the beautiful 
letter written by our interpreter Paulo after our mission to 
Tanzania last summer.

As this year draws to a conclusion and another begins to 
unfold, I encourage you to take the time to examine your 
life. What part of 2006 are you satisfied to repeat? What 
part are you ready to change? God meant for our time to 
be used for more than growing old. The unexamined life is 
not worth living. Let’s make our life worthwhile and have 
a happy New Year.

Rev. Tim Sullivan
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Jesus said, “I am the vine, ye are the branches.”

Without God’s intervention, it would be impossible to 
correctly interpret the Scriptures. Our understanding of 
His Word is entirely dependent upon His revealing that 
Word to us. Therefore, says the Psalmist, “I opened my 
mouth, and panted: for I longed for thy commandments” 
(Ps. 119:131). God’s response is entirely positive: “Open 
thy mouth wide, and I will fill it” (Ps. 81:10). We “open 
our mouth” to God in meekness. Psalm 22:26 says, “The 
meek shall eat and be satisfied.” This was the experience 
of Jeremiah who said, “Thy words were found, and I did 
eat them; and thy word was unto me the joy and rejoicing 
of mine heart” (Jer. 15:16). 

This does not imply that our quest for biblical un-
derstanding is a passive undertaking. “Get wisdom, get 
understanding” says Proverbs 4:5. Our pursuit of wisdom 
is active, not passive. The road to spiritual understanding 
is through much prayer coupled with diligent study of the 
Word of God. We are enlightened when He opens the scrip-
tures to us. “Through thy precepts I get understanding,” 
says Psalm 119:104. “The entrance of thy words giveth 
light,” says Psalm 119:130, “it giveth understanding unto 
the simple.” That is why the Lord says, “Seek ye out of the 
book of the LORD, and read” (Isa. 34:16). 

The Lord’s servant must “Study to shew thyself approved 
unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth” (2 Tim. 2:15). True study 
requires that your heart and mind be open to discovery. 
The objective of honest study is not to be proven right 
or wrong, but rather to discover the truth. A true student 
remains detached from his preconceived notions. He longs 
to know God (in the words of C. S. Lewis), “Not to what I 
think thou art, but to what thou knowest thyself to be.”

1 Corinthians 13:12 says, “Now we see through a glass, 
darkly.” I am convinced that much of that darkness is 
self-imposed. We don’t see because we don’t want to see. 
We don’t read the Bible; we read into the Bible, using our 
favorite verses to support our personal point of view. Add-
ing sin to sin, we turn a blind eye toward all the verses that 
contradict that position.

As we study the scriptures, it is good to remember that 
the Bible is not a collection of 31,102 independent verses. 
Each individual verse is clarified by those surrounding it, 
just as the green band in a rainbow is clarified by the three 
bands of color on either side. Each scriptural truth fits into 

a cultural, geographical, and historical context.
Seeing the “bigger picture” makes us better able to put 

away those doctrines that do not have a Biblical foundation. 
At the same time, we need to pay attention to the details. 
Little words can have big meanings.

One morning as I was reading my Bible, three little words 
arrested my attention. I noticed them in the closing verses 
of Romans chapter 11.

For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath 
been his counsellor? Or who hath first given to him, and 
it shall be recompensed unto him again? For of him, and 
through him, and to him, are all things: to whom be glory 
for ever. Amen. (Romans 11:34-36)
Romans 11:36 says that of Him are all things, through 

Him are all things, and to Him are all things. These three 
little words – of, through and to – are prepositions; little 
words with big meanings. According to Webster’s diction-
ary, a preposition is “a word usually put before another to 
express some relation or quality, action or motion to or 
from the thing specified.” In Romans 11:36, the relationship 
between the Lord and “all things” is described three ways: 
All things are of Him, through Him and to Him. What is 
the Bible telling us?
All Things are OF Him

The preposition “of” emphasizes the point of origin. All 
things originate with the Lord. In other words, He is the 
source of all things. 

In Mark 5:30 we read, “And Jesus, immediately know-
ing in himself that virtue had gone out of him, turned him 
about in the press, and said, Who touched my clothes?” 
From where did this healing virtue originate? It was “of 
him.” This power came from Jesus. 

In John 6:38, we read that Jesus said, “ For I came down 
from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him 
that sent me.” Who was the originator of His mission? 
It was “the will of him that sent me.” The preposition of 
points back to God.

Yes, all things are of Jesus. How is this so? Jesus said, 
“All things are delivered to me of my Father” (Lk. 10:22). 
As Ephesians 1:22 tells us, when God raised Jesus from 
the dead, and set His Son at His own right hand, He “put 
all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over 
all things to the church.” 1 Corinthians 15 further clarifies 
this:

But when he saith all things are put under him, it is 
manifest that he [God the Father] is excepted, which did 
put all things under him [Jesus the Son]. And when all 
things shall be subdued unto him, then shall the Son also 
himself be subject unto him that put all things under him, 
that God may be all in all. (1 Corinthians 15:27B-28)

Of Him, Through 
Him, To Him

by Rev. Tim Sullivan
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“For without Me ye can do nothing”

Have you heard of this practice that is popular in some 
Charismatic circles? It consists of verbally “binding” 
demons, sickness, poverty, addiction and the like from a 
person. Then blessings, health, angels, riches and such are 
“loosed” in the person’s life. This practice also has been 
used on larger groups like families, churches, cities and 
even nations. Such thinking is an outgrowth of dominion 
theology, the idea that the Church will grow and strengthen 
until the Kingdom of God is established on earth. I invite 
you to take a minute to explore the use of these terms from 
a biblical perspective.

This practice of binding and loosing is taken from three 
verses in Matthew’s gospel. I would like to consider each 
one separately.  
Binding the Strong Man

Or else how can one enter into a strong man’s house, and 
spoil his goods, except he first bind the strong man? and 
then he will spoil his house. (Matthew 12:29)

Jesus is the source, the originator, of all that we have and 
all that we are. We are of Him, even as He is of God.

But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made 
unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, 
and redemption: (1 Corinthians 1:30)

All Things are THROUGH Him
The preposition “through” also emphasizes the direction 

of movement. It means “proceeding from and passing out.” 
In Mark 11:16, we read that Jesus “would not suffer that 
any man should carry any vessel through the temple.” You 
can easily picture a man carrying a vessel in one entrance 
and out the opposite exit. In order to reach his final destina-
tion, he must go through the temple. This is the picture I 
want you to see when you read John 14:6: “Jesus saith unto 
him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh 
unto the Father, but by me.” Here, the words through and 
by mean the same thing. 

You cannot reach God by going around the Son. You 
must go through Jesus. Our salvation is fully because of 
Him. He is the door through which we must pass to reach 
eternity. “The gift of God,” says Romans 6:23, “ is eternal 
life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”

The synonymous prepositions through or by also mean 
“on account of” or “because of.” To see this more clearly, 
read John 1:1-3:

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. The same was in the begin-
ning with God. All things were made by him; and without 
him was not any thing made that was made.
(John 1:1-3)
These verses do not point to Jesus as the creator of all 

things, but the reason for all things. This same truth is 
shown in Ephesians 3:9, which says that God “created all 
things by Jesus Christ.” Jesus is not only “the reason for 
the [Christmas] season.” He is the reason for all things. 
All Things are TO Him:

Finally, the preposition “to” emphasizes the target or 
purpose of the motion. 1 Peter 5:11 says, “To him be glory 
and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.” 2 Peter 3:18 says, 
“To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen.” Every-
thing we do as Christians is for the purpose of glorifying 
the name of Jesus Christ.

And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father 
by him. (Colossians 3:17)

The Practical Consideration
Picture a train that is running on a track from Station A 

to Station B. Station A is the point of origin. The train is 
“of” or from Station A. The track is the way of travel. The 
train comes through or by way of the track. Station B is the 

final destination. The train travels to Station B.  The entire 
journey is of, though and to. 

Christianity is all about… Christ. He is “the author and 
finisher of our faith” (Heb. 12:2). He is “the Alpha and the 
Omega, the beginning and the ending” (Rev. 1:8).  He is 
also everything in between. All things are of Him, through 
Him and to Him.  

The verse we have been considering, Romans 11:36, 
is a response to the questions that precede it: “For who 
hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his 
counsellor? Or who hath first given to him, and it shall 
be recompensed unto him again?” (Rom. 11:34-35). The 
answer, of course, is no one. Why? Because all things are 
of Him, through Him and to Him.

The Bible is a practical book. The aim of our “instruction 
in righteousness” (2 Tim. 3:16) is not the accumulation of 
knowledge, but “good works” (2 Tim. 3:17). “We are his 
workmanship,” agrees Ephesians 2:10, “created in Christ 
Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained 
that we should walk in them.” Jesus said, “I am the vine, 
ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, 
the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can 
do nothing” (Jn. 15:5). This year, let all things be of Him, 
through Him, and to Him, and you will see a greater harvest 
of spiritual fruit than you have ever known before.

Of Binding and 
Loosing

by Rev. Evan B. Pyle
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Interestingly, some dominion theology preachers explain 
this verse as giving authority to the Church to “plunder 
Satan’s kingdom” including retrieving the riches and goods 
unfortunate Christians have lost to Satan’s attacks. In a 
similar vein, it is thought that lost souls can be plundered 
from the devil’s domain by the act of binding and loosing. 
My observation is that, despite all of the “binding and 
loosing” being practiced, people are still struggle with the 
same problems, sins and habits, and many people remain 
unsaved.

A look at the context surrounding Matthew 12:29 helps to 
clarify the meaning of the verse. In verse 22, Jesus healed 
a man who was possessed with a devil “insomuch that the 
blind and dumb both saw and spake”. When the Pharisees 
heard that the people were glorifying Jesus for His works, 
they accused the Lord of casting out devils by Beelzebub, 
the prince of devils. Jesus explained the impossibility of 
such a thing (if Satan cast out Satan, he is divided against 
himself). Then, Jesus went on to illustrate how he freed this 
blind and dumb person. He used the picture of binding a 
strong man in order to take his goods as spoil.

Remember that this was but an illustration. The Bible 
does not record Jesus, his Apostles or disciples ever saying 
“I bind you, Satan” or “I loose blessings.” The binding and 
spoiling is an illustration of Jesus’ work in freeing people, 
a work that all Christians are challenged to take up. “Heal 
the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: 
freely ye have received, freely give.” (Matt. 10:8). The 
Bible is full of examples of walking in use of these super-
natural gifts and none include “binding Satan” or “loosing 
angels”. The walk of the Spirit requires faith, not a spoken 
formula. I understand why people want this spoken formula 
to be true and effective because it is so easy. However, re-
placing faith with a stock utterance smacks of superstition 
and reminds me of going to a medicine man or shaman to 
have an incantation uttered in hopes of achieving a success 
or victory of some kind. “But when ye pray, use not vain 
repetitions, as the heathen do: for they think that they shall 
be heard for their much speaking” (Matt. 6:7).
Loosed from the Law

And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall 
be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on 
earth shall be loosed in heaven. (Matthew 16:19)
What of the binding and loosing of which Jesus told 

Peter here in Matthew 16:19? Rabinically and judicially in 
Israel of old, binding and loosing meant “forbidding and 
permitting.” Paul provides a good example in Romans 7:2.  
“For the woman which hath an husband is bound by the law 
to her husband so long as he liveth; but if the husband be 
dead, she is loosed from the law of her husband.” Paul used 

this example to illustrate that when we “died in Christ”, we 
were freed or loosed from the Mosaic laws and command-
ments. “And he said unto them, Ye know how that it is an 
unlawful thing for a man that is a Jew to keep company, or 
come unto one of another nation; but God hath shewed me 
that I should not call any man common or unclean” (Acts 
10:28). God Himself “loosed” Peter from this Jewish law 
so he could minister the Holy Spirit to the house of Cor-
nelius the Centurion. This is the authority that Jesus gave 
Peter and which Peter was to carry out under the direction 
of the Holy Spirit, for it was by Peter that the Gentiles first 
received Christ. Later, when some in the Church demanded 
the Gentile Christians observe the law of Moses in order 
to be saved, Peter spoke up on behalf of grace.

And when there had been much disputing, Peter rose up, 
and said unto them, Men and brethren, ye know how that 
a good while ago God made choice among us, that the 
Gentiles by my mouth should hear the word of the gospel, 
and believe. And God, which knoweth the hearts, bare 
them witness, giving them the Holy Ghost, even as he 
did unto us; And put no difference between us and them, 
purifying their hearts by faith. Now therefore why tempt 
ye God, to put a yoke upon the neck of the disciples, 
which neither our fathers nor we were able to bear? But 
we believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ 
we shall be saved, even as they. (Acts 15:7-11)
Under the direction of the Lord, Peter loosed these new 

Christians from the requirements of the law, while others 
of the Pharisees sought to bind them to that same yoke as 
a requirement for salvation. I think you’ll agree that Peter 
himself did not originate the idea of including the Gentiles 
in the fledgling Church, nor did he come up with the no-
tion that they should be loosed from the requirements of 
the Mosaic Law. Indeed, God used strong persuasion on 
Peter in the form of a revelation repeated three times just to 
persuade him to go to the house of a Gentile. The Apostle 
Peter never used this authority to go about presumptuously 
binding and  loosing. Only when he was clearly directed 
of the Lord did he seek to loose the Gentiles from the yoke 
of the Law. This is what the Bible means by “whatsoever 
thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” All 
who come to Christ in faith are freed from the curse of the 
Law, but the early Christians did not yet understand this 
truth. The Lord chose Peter and later Paul to free them on 
earth by bringing the gospel of grace to all who believe. 
“For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every 
one that believeth” (Rom. 10:4).
Binding and Loosing in the Church

 Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth 
shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose 
on earth shall be loosed in heaven. (Matthew 18:18)



The VINE & BRANCHES Page �DECEMBER 2006

“For without Me ye can do nothing”

Again, the meaning of this verse becomes clearer when 
the context is given proper consideration. Jesus is here 
teaching the disciples how to handle the matter of a brother 
sinning in the church.

Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and 
tell him his fault between thee and him alone: if he shall 
hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. But if he will not 
hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in 
the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be 
established. And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it 
unto the church: but if he neglect to hear the church, let 
him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican.
(Matthew 18:15-17)
Jesus gave the Church the authority to “loose” the unre-

pentant sinner from the fellowship of the saints as well as 
to again “bind” the repentant sinner to the Church fellow-
ship. Jesus goes on to further illustrate forgiveness in the 
Church with another parable.

And when he had begun to reckon, one was brought 
unto him, which owed him ten thousand talents. But 
forasmuch as he had not to pay, his lord commanded 
him to be sold, and his wife, and children, and all that he 
had, and payment to be made. The servant therefore fell 
down, and worshipped him, saying, Lord, have patience 
with me, and I will  pay thee all. Then the lord of that 
servant was moved with compassion, and loosed him, 
and forgave him the debt. (Matthew 18:24-27)
Forgiveness and compassion are graces too often miss-

ing in the Church. May we be filled with compassion and 
extend forgiveness to those who seek restoration. We can 
effect healing for heavy hearts by “loosing” them from the 
debt of sin they carry.

Again, this binding and loosing is no mere formula ut-
tered as if magic. Indeed these matters of governing the 
Church and protecting the integrity of the fellowship are 
serious business requiring much prayer, careful consider-
ation and heavenly wisdom.
Personal Application

As workers together with the Lord, we participate with 
Him in setting at liberty those who are bound in any way. 
That work begins with us and our own thoughts. With the 
weapons of our warfare, we pull down strongholds, those 
areas that keep us bound. At the same time we cast down 
imaginations and every high thing that exalts itself against 
the knowledge of God and bring those things into captiv-
ity to the obedience of Christ. In other words, we are to 
metaphorically bind them and deliver them as prisoners to 
Christ. “For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but 
mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds; 
Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that 
exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing 

But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is 
come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both 
in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto 
the uttermost part of the earth. (Acts 1:8)
Stirring up your perception and awareness of the power 

and authority given by God to the born again Christian is 
a daily prerequisite to abundant living in Christ. Receiving 
the promise of the new birth is addressed in the opening 
chapters of the Book of Acts. 

Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every 
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission 
of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 
For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to 
all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God 
shall call.  (Acts 2:38-39)
As a Christian you are to be a representation of Christ 

and the power of His resurrection until He returns. Rep-
resenting Christ requires humility and obedience. Let us 
consider these five topics in our quest to utilize God’s 
power and authority.
1) Power is the ability to do or act.
2) Strength is the ability to sustain force without breaking 
or yielding.
3) Control is to regulate, dominate, or command.
4) Authority is the power given to command, act or con-
trol.
5) Resource is a source of aid or support, the ability to deal 
with any problem or situation.

You are only as strong as your resources. If you confront 
a foe bigger than yourself, your own strength is not enough 

into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;” 
(2 Cor. 10:4).

Errant theology suggests we can achieve a quick fix 
by repeating a formula with conviction. Can you see that 
this is little more than superstition? The gospel of grace 
declares that we are saved by grace through faith alone. As 
saved ones, we have the heaven-sent authority to “bind” 
imaginations and thoughts that are contrary to the knowl-
edge of God and lead them captive to the obedience of 
Christ. Our response to God’s saving grace is not a set of 
spoken formulas but a “living sacrifice, holy, acceptable 
unto God…”

One Soldier Speaks
Power and 
Authority

By Jay Pearson
Baton Rouge, LA USA
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to overpower him. You must resort to a resource other than 
your own strength. I usually carry a knife. It is handy for 
certain tasks from time to time. However, my knife is not 
a strong enough resource to protect me in all situations. If 
I am attacked, I might try to defend myself with my knife, 
but if my assailant has a tank, I’m in trouble. I could call 
on my friends, but they probably won’t have effective 
resources either.  If I had the power and authority, I could 
commission an F-18 fighter jet to destroy the tank.  

The creator of the heavens and earth, the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, has given us authority to utilize 
His power. Jesus Christ has already defeated our enemy. 
God has given Jesus Christ all power in heaven and earth. 
Jesus Christ has given us limited power with the authority 
to command, act, and control any situation. This power and 
authority is limited to union with Him. Without Him we 
are on our own. Thank God for mercy and grace because 
sometimes we have a tendency to run ahead of His direc-
tion. Only after we run into numerous complications or ex-
perience defeat do we stop and wonder what happened.

Have you ever helped a friend move a large heavy box?  
After deciding where the box needs to go, you stoop down 
bending your knees, make eye contact with your helper, 
and lift on the count of three.  Without direction and com-
munication you might reach down, yank the box up before 
your helper is ready, strain your back, drop the box, and 
hurt your friend.  

Just as it is important to work together with your partner 
to accomplish a task, it is even more crucial that we work 
together with our Lord under His direction to accomplish 
His purposes.

We then, as workers together with him, beseech you also 
that ye receive not the grace of God in vain.
(2 Corinthians 6:1)
I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in 
me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for 
without me ye can do nothing. (John 15:5)
Our initial instruction from the Lord is: Go and teach. 
Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost. (Matthew 28:19)
One of the best ways to teach is by being a living ex-

ample. Our living example is a reflection of what we rep-
resent. Therefore we should reflect Jesus and not project 
ourselves. 

One of our first responsibilities after the new birth is to 
reckon ourselves dead to sin and alive unto God through 
Jesus Christ and His accomplishments.  Our first struggle 
takes place within our minds.  By the ongoing process of 
casting down imaginations and every high thing that exalts 
itself against the knowledge of God, we are more suited 

for His purpose. His purpose is one of ambassadorship. 
An ambassador has the support, resources, and authority 
of the one he represents. We represent Jesus Christ here on 
Earth. We are to represent Him in our homes, communities, 
and our very beings. Jesus Christ has given us the ability, 
resources, and authority to represent Him. He encourages 
us to do so.

Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, 
the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works 
than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father.
(John 14:12)
We are in the power of His might when we are in His will. 

We do not control God’s power.  That control is for God 
and His Son alone. We utilize God’s power as directed by 
Him.  As workers together with Jesus Christ we utilize the 
power as directed by Him. We don’t control God’s power. 
We only submit in obedience and allow His power to work 
within us as directed.

God hath spoken once; twice have I heard this; that power 
belongeth unto God. (Psalm 62:11)  
Who is he that saith, and it cometh to pass, when the 
Lord commandeth it not? (Lamentations 3:37)
There is great victory in Christ and your obedience to 

Him. You can walk around Christ for years and nothing will 
happen. Try standing in the power of His might and putting 
on the whole armor of God and see your life change. God 
has called you to Him. He has not called you to stand in 
the world unprotected. He is your life and your resource. 
God will not disappoint you.

Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for 
I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help 
thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my 
righteousness. (Isaiah 41:10-11)

I recently celebrated my 60th birthday. I have never 
before had a problem transitioning from one decade to an-
other.  I was really happy when I turned 10 and finally had 
2 digits in my age.  When I became 20, I was excited about 
planning a wedding, completing my college education, and 
beginning my career.  At 30, I had a two year old daughter 
and was enjoying the experience of motherhood.  By 40, I 
had been single again for a while and was learning how to 
manage my parenting, career, and social responsibilities in a 
new way.  At 50, I was 4 years into my wonderful marriage 
and enjoying my new expanded family. I don’t mean to 

A Living Sacrifice
by Jerelyn Pearson

Baton Rouge, Louisiana
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imply that everything always flowed smoothly.  Of course 
there were peaks and valleys, tranquil and turbulent times 
during those years. But the actual transition from decade 
to decade never seemed to be a big issue.  

Somehow though, the realization that my sixties are here 
has given me pause to think.  Time has a way of moving 
relentlessly on without a break. And now it seems to be 
moving faster. Having reached 60, I realize that I am past 
the halfway point of my life. Not many people live to be 
120 anymore. And that brings me to the issue I’m focus-
ing on as I turn 60:  Have I made the most of the time I’ve 
had? The answer to that question is, “No, I haven’t.” So 
that brings me to the next question: What am I going to do 
with the time I have left?  

As I look back over the years in terms of my relationship 
with God and His Son Jesus Christ, I see times of being 
in close fellowship and times of avoiding or resisting fel-
lowship. (Isn’t it sin we are supposed to avoid or resist?)  I 
thank God that especially during the past 15 years, He has 
brought me through a time of close fellowship and spiritual 
growth. This is the path on which I want to continue.

So I have a question for you. How do you want to spend 
your time? Do you want to know God’s will and do it?  

I know that He has a plan for all of us and for each of us.  
I want to know what God’s personal plan for me is so I can 
do His will for my life.  You probably feel the same way.  

In order to know the personal plan God has for me, it is 
necessary to know about God’s overall plan, in which my 
individual plan must fit.  

In Romans 12:1-2 Paul is speaking to the Christians at 
Rome when he says:

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, 
that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, accept-
able unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be 
not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by 
the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is 
that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.
(Romans 12:1-2)
Well I don’t know about you, but to me, presenting my 

body a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable unto God seems 
like an impossible task more than a reasonable service. 
Thank God that He doesn’t just leave us hanging there to 
figure out how to do this on our own!  

God enabled each of us to be a living sacrifice, because 
He gave us life. While we live is when we can serve God 
and do His will and fulfill His purpose in our lives. The 
time to serve God is now. We can help each other remember 
this. In fact it is our duty.  

But exhort one another daily, while it is called To day; 
lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of 
sin. (Hebrews 3:13)

So how do we as individuals accomplish this awesome 
task of presenting our bodies a living sacrifice?  It is only by 
the mercies of God that we can accomplish such a thing.

One thing we are not supposed to do is to conform to 
this world. We cannot conform to this world, or worldly 
thinking, and be a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God 
at the same time. But how do we resist being conformed 
to this world? It is very difficult not to pay attention to the 
distractions all around us. We are bombarded with constant 
competition for our attention. God provides a way: by the 
renewing of our minds. 

And be not conformed to this world: but be ye trans-
formed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove 
what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of 
God. (Romans 12:2)
It is an ongoing struggle to disregard the patterns of this 

world. That is why our renewal is an ongoing process. 
We are renewed as we are transformed by the power of 
God. But how is this possible? We are changed by what 
we behold. 

But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the 
glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from 
glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. 
(1 Corinthians 3:18)
Titus 3:5-6 speaks of “the renewing of the Holy Ghost 

which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our 
Saviour.” We have this same Holy Spirit dwelling within 
us. It is the Holy Ghost that renews us as we submit our-
selves to God.

We weren’t saved by our works of righteousness, but ac-
cording to His mercy.  We can’t continue in the performance 
of righteous works on our own either.  But we can do His 
will because He enables us to in His mercy, through His 
Holy Spirit, who is with us always enabling us to continue 
to bring our thoughts into obedience of Christ.

Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that ex-
alteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing 
into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;
(2 Corinthians 10:5)
At the same time that we work to present our bodies a 

living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, we are cautioned 
not to think more highly of ourselves than we ought.  We 
each need to remember that God has given every believer 
the measure of faith. The only reason I can aspire to be a 
living sacrifice is because God has given me the measure 
of faith to do this.  And I’m not the only one He gave it to.  
I am only one member in the body of Christ.

For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man 
that is among you, not to think of himself more highly 
than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as 
God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith. For as 
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we have many members in one body, and all members 
have not the same office: So we, being many, are one 
body in Christ, and every one members one of another.
(Romans 12:3-5)
All I am supposed to do is my job, but I am responsible 

for my job.  I am not isolated in doing my part.  I’m part of 
a body.  We are members of one another.  I can’t just isolate 
myself to do my job because my job involves and affects 
the other members who each have their jobs to do also.  

God’s overall plan includes a body made up of individual 
members who work together with Him to accomplish His 
plan. It is very encouraging to know that I am part of the 
Body of Christ.  What a support group!  God is so gracious.  
He even goes into great detail with practical instruction 
so that we can accomplish His will. Through Paul, He 
proceeds to give us many practical suggestions. They are 
really more than suggestions; perhaps duties would be a 
better description.  

Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is 
given to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy according 
to the proportion of faith;  Or ministry, let us wait on our 
ministering: or he that teacheth, on teaching;  Or he that 
exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, let him do it 
with simplicity; he that ruleth, with diligence; he that 
sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness. (Romans 12:6-8)
When God created day and night, he provided a time for 

work and a time for rest.  Each day is like a new beginning, 
a new opportunity to seek and to do God’s will, a time to 
renew our focus. What better way to begin each morning 
than to pray and read the Bible! I encourage you to read 
and study the specific duties that Paul listed in Romans 
12:6-21.  

What are we supposed to do? Present our bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is our reason-
able service.

How? Don’t be conformed to this world, but be trans-
formed by the renewing of our minds.

Why? To prove that good, acceptable, and perfect will 
of God.

It’s not that I dread being 60 years old. I’m actually 
thankful for the opportunity.  What I do with my time seems 
so much more important and I don’t want to waste any of 
it since it has become a precious commodity. I want to be 
sure that the way I spend my time is according to God’s 
will.  After all, it’s not my time; it’s His.

In the previous lessons of this article, we learned how 
the Word of God instructs us in the right way of living, that 
God has a purpose and a plan for our lives, and that our 
Heavenly Father wants us to walk in His light, according 
to His word, and not stumble through life. The Lord Jesus 
Christ is that light of the world and the Word of God whom 
we are to follow as our example.  

And when he was twelve years old, they went up to 
Jerusalem after the custom of the feast. And when they 
had fulfilled the days, as they returned, the child Jesus 
tarried behind in Jerusalem; and Joseph and his mother 
knew not of it.  But they, supposing him to have been 
in the company, went a day’s journey; and they sought 
him among their kinsfolk and acquaintance.  And when 
they found him not, they turned back again to Jerusalem, 
seeking him.  And it came to pass, that after three days 
they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the 
doctors, both hearing them, and asking them questions.  
And all that heard him were astonished at his understand-
ing and answers. And when they saw him, they were 
amazed:  and his mother said unto him, Son, why hast 
thou thus dealt with us? Behold, thy father and I have 
sought thee sorrowing.  And he said unto them, How is it 
that ye sought me?  wist ye not that I must be about my 
Father’s business? And they understood not the saying 
which he spake unto them.  And he went down with them, 
and came to Nazareth, and was subject unto them: but 
his mother kept all these sayings in her heart.  And Jesus 
increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God 
and man. (Luke 2:41-52)
Look at a few points from the above verses. Even as 

a youth Jesus knew He was to commit Himself to God’s 
purpose. At just twelve years old, He was not afraid to stay 
in Jerusalem despite the crowd because He walked with 
God. He must have studied the scriptures enough to ask 
reasonable questions, and must have spent time in prayer 
communicating with God to have an understanding which 
astonished the learned men at the temple. The scripture 
says He asked questions and also answered those with 
whom He was speaking; it does not imply He was arrogant, 
disrespectful toward the elders, nor offensive. His reply to 
Mary’s question seems one of surprise that they did not 
recognize He was prepared to fulfill God’s purpose in His 
life even at that age.

To Know the Lord, Pt 3
Jesus Christ, Our 
Greatest Example

by Joella Beard
Eagle River, Alaska USA
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That scripture also tells us that as Jesus grew up He 
was subject to His earthly parents and that He increased 
in wisdom and stature and in favour with God and man. 
There is no suggestion of a period of rebellion against au-
thority, of going against the wishes of Mary and Joseph, 
or of foolish, offensive behaviors which He would regret, 
which would bring shame to Himself, to His earthly fam-
ily, to His heavenly Father’s name, or distract Him from 
God’s purpose in His life. Whether young or old, we can 
all learn from that example. 

We see in other Scriptures that Jesus continued to do the 
Father’s will.  

Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of him 
that sent me, and to finish his work.  (John 4:34) 
For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, 
but the will of him that sent me.  (John 6:38) 
Some people think that because Jesus was God’s only 

begotten Son and that He came from heaven that He knew 
everything spiritually, and so it must have been easy for 
Him to know and do God’s will. They feel like they have 
to guess what God’s will is for their lives but somehow 
Jesus “just knew.” Let us consider Jesus’ faith in that area. 
Consider what scripture shows us on the night Jesus was 
betrayed when He went to the Mount of Olives to pray:

Saying, Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from 
me: nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done. And 
there appeared an angel unto him from heaven, strength-
ening him. And being in an agony he prayed more ear-
nestly: and his sweat was as it were great drops of blood 
falling down to the ground.  (Luke 22:42-44)
Jesus submitted His own will to do God’s will, despite 

what He in the flesh might prefer.
Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 
Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to 
be equal with God: But made himself of no reputation, 
and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made 
in the likeness of men: And being found in fashion as 
a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto 
death, even the death of the cross. (Philippians 2:5-8)
Who in the days of his flesh, when he had offered up 
prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears 
unto him that was able to save him from death, and was 
heard in that he feared; Though he were a Son, yet learned 
he obedience by the things which he suffered; And being 
made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation 
unto all them that obey him; (Hebrews 5:7-9)
Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed 
into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast 
our profession. For we have not an high priest which 
cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; 
but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without 

sin.  (Hebrews 4:14-16)
Jesus studied God’s Word and prayed to His heavenly 

Father.  He learned obedience to God’s will by doing God’s 
will... in His earthly body, in this corrupt world, being 
tempted not merely as I may be or you may be, but in all 
points (that is, tempted as any person would ever be) yet 
without sin.  We see from these scriptures that Jesus chose 
to obey God’s will. That is why scripture tells us:

Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given 
him a name which is above every name: That at the name 
of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and 
things in earth, and things under the earth; And that every 
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father.  (Philippians 2:9-11)
Let us pray that we will seek God’s will for our lives, 

trust His wisdom, and choose to obey Him in all things 
unto His glory.  And when you feel weak, or are uncertain 
of His will, remember, loved ones of God: “For it is God 
which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good 
pleasure” (Phil. 2:13).

Humility and faith are aligned in the Scriptures more 
than we may realize. True biblical humility is the realiza-
tion of our total dependency upon God and prepares the 
heart for living in a posture of trusting God without having 
self-sufficiency or pride. 

There are two cases in which Jesus Christ spoke of indi-
viduals having great faith. In Matthew 8:10 Jesus marveled 
at the centurion and said concerning him, “I have not found 
so great faith, no, not in Israel.”  It was this centurion who 
responded to the Lord when He offered to come and heal 
his servant by saying, “Lord, I am not worthy that thou 
shouldest come under my roof” (vs. 8).

In Matthew 15, Jesus told a woman of Canaan, “O 
woman, great is thy faith: be it unto thee even as thou wilt” 
(vs. 28). This same woman, when seeking deliverance for 
her daughter, was told by Jesus, “It was not meet to take 
the children’s bread and cast it to dogs” (vs. 26). However, 
she responded by identifying herself with the dogs and 
said, “Truth, Lord: yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which 
fall from the master’s table” (vs. 27). 

In both cases the individuals who displayed great faith 
displayed equally great humility.

Humility and Faith
by David Duris

Tallahassee, FL USA
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In the seventh chapter of Luke is a revealing account 
of two individuals who sought to be with Jesus; however, 
their intentions were very different.

And one of the Pharisees desired him that he would eat 
with him. And he went into the Pharisee’s house, and sat 
down to meat. And, behold, a woman in the city, which 
was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at meat in the 
Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster box of ointment, 
And stood at his feet behind him weeping, and began to 
wash his feet with tears, and did wipe them with the hairs 
of her head, and kissed his feet, and anointed them with 
the ointment. Now when the Pharisee which had bidden 
him saw it, he spake within himself, saying, This man, 
if he were a prophet, would have known who and what 
manner of woman this is that toucheth him: for she is 
a sinner. And Jesus answering said unto him, Simon, I 
have somewhat to say unto thee. And he saith, Master, 
say on. (Luke 7:36-40)
 It is interesting that Jesus answered Simon’s unasked 

question. Simon, who thought less of Jesus because of the 
woman whom He allowed to touch Him, would soon find 
out that Jesus was much more than a prophet.

There was a certain creditor which had two debtors: 
the one owed five hundred pence, and the other fifty. 
And when they had nothing to pay, he frankly forgave 
them both. Tell me therefore, which of them will love 
him most? Simon answered and said, I suppose that he, 
to whom he forgave most. And he said unto him, Thou 
hast rightly judged.  And he turned to the woman, and 
said unto Simon, Seest thou this woman? I entered into 
thine house, thou gavest me no water for my feet: but 
she hath washed my feet with tears, and wiped them with 
the hairs of her head. Thou gavest me no kiss: but this 
woman since the time I came in hath not ceased to kiss 
my feet. My head with oil thou didst not anoint: but this 
woman hath anointed my feet with ointment. Wherefore 
I say unto thee, Her sins, which are many, are forgiven; 
for she loved much: but to whom little is forgiven, the 
same loveth little. And he said unto her, Thy sins are 
forgiven. And they that sat at meat with him began to say 
within themselves, Who is this that forgiveth sins also? 
And he said to the woman, Thy faith hath saved thee; 
go in peace. (vs 41-50)
What is amazing about this account is that Simon was 

judging this woman, yet Jesus used this same woman’s 
actions to judge Simon’s condition. Both individuals had 
needs in their lives, but only the woman perceived her 
condition correctly and responded to Jesus with a posture 
of humility and as one who was indebted. It is interesting 
that what she imparted to Jesus (her tears, her kisses and 
her ointment) was at the humblest level. The woman knew 

her need and emptied herself of her tears, oil and kisses for 
the feet of Jesus. Because of this, she had room to receive 
all that Jesus gave, which was forgiveness, salvation and 
peace.

In contrast, Jesus pointed out all that Simon did not 
provide for Him: water for His feet, a kiss, and oil for His 
head. Simon never offered Jesus any of these provisions 
nor assumed the humble posture of the woman. His only 
recorded desire was that Jesus would eat with him.  

All of Simon’s actions, his failure to provide even the 
most minimal signs of hospitality and his judgmental at-
titude of both the woman and Jesus, revealed the condition 
of his heart. The woman’s actions of repentance showed 
that she emptied her heart and thus had room to receive all 
the forgiveness and love that Jesus would impart. She thus 
loved much, and was forgiven much. The expression of Si-
mon’s love for Jesus was minimal at best, and he showed no 
signs of seeking repentance, even after Jesus compared his 
actions with the woman’s action. In the presence of Jesus 
he did not discern his condition of pride and had no room 
in his heart for what Jesus could have imparted. Unaware 
of his true spiritual condition, he did not seek forgiveness.
One should also note that those who sat at meat with him 
also had an issue with Jesus forgiving sins and, like Simon, 
judged Jesus within themselves. They never expressed their 
thoughts openly and tried to avoid the possibility of reveal-
ing their true condition. Let us consider this record in light 
of our relationship with God and with others. 

May we avoid the patterns of pride, which work against 
our efforts of faith.  Then we can seek God in humility and 
honesty and perceive our true condition before Him, which 
is that we desperately need God’s mercy and guidance 
in every facet of our lives. May we pray that God would 
graciously help us to be transformed into people who have 
humility and faith and who love much.        

The VINE & BRANCHES is distributed free of 
charge, financed by donations received by Workers 
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lication upon approval. All editorial changes are made 
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be added or deleted from our mailing list. Be sure to let 
us know of any address changes. It is also possible to 
receive this newsletter by email, in pdf format. Please 
email us at: wtwhoffice@workerstogetherwithhim.org
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There are certain ways that people can say are part of 
their culture, but some actually are not. Let us consider one 
aspect of the traditions of my people, the Maasai culture, 
which is to worship a person we call a Laibon (a prophet). 
I can say now this is a devil trick to deceive God’s people 
Read Hebrews 1:1-2:

God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake 
in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, Hath in 
these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath 
appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the 
worlds; (Hebrews 1:1-2)
It is true that God in Old times spoke with our fathers 

but now God is speaking to His people through His lovely 
son Jesus Christ, so that whoever believes in Him shall 
be saved. 

In my trips together with the Workers Together With Him 
Ministry (WTWH), I have helped translate from English 
and Swahili languages into the Maasai language (“Maa”), 
and from Maa into English and Swahili. During that time,  
I have realized how the devil has made a settlement among 
the Maasai people in Maasai land in Mbeya and Morogoro 
regions in Tanzania. 

There have been ways that the Maasai were ensnared 
by the devil that caused them to live in trouble and have 
difficult lives. This situation led the ministers of Workers 
Together to ask, “How can the devil have such power upon 
God’s people?”

Seeing how the devil wanted to destroy the Maasai 
people, I found myself preaching and translating even 
during the night hours. I would not go to rest but would 
continue spending extra time preaching from Matthew 
10, because the Maasai people had become as lost sheep 
of the house of Israel. 

Through this ministry many Maasai were delivered. 
Devils were cast out in the name of Jesus Christ, many 
were healed and others received spiritual gifts like the 
gift of tongues. 

I really enjoyed the ministry, and many other Maasai 
enjoyed the good news of our Lord Jesus Christ. Now 
we can really see the finger of God working among 
the Maasai people through the WTWH Ministry. It is 
a finger of God working through the servants of God 
who ministered to us: Pastors Evan Pyle, Tim Sullivan, 

Ans Mwampepo, and Yohana Ngekee along with Henry 
Musana, Jay Pearson, David Mantock and Joshua Wa-
mala, together with SUENDA choir. They did not use 
their own power in prayers, in preaching, in teaching 
and casting out the demons. They did not bring healing 
to people by trying to make a show; but what we saw 
was the power of God at work, and many people turned 
to Jesus Christ. 

True deliverance happened to the Maasai people even 
in this third trip made in Morogoro in the Maasai land at 
Mabwegere (Oiti), Parakuyo and Melela area. I have real-
ized the importance and the function of the weapons of our 
warfare in daily Christian life. 

My prayer is for the Workers Together With Him ministry 
because it brings deliverance to God’s people. Also I pray 
to God to make this ministry grow so that through it the 
Maasai can see not only the finger of God but the whole 
body of Jesus Christ their savior. 

I pray also for the ministers who offered their lives for 
the sake of the Gospel. These people left their families, their 
good houses, good people, good environments in America, 
Switzerland, and Uganda to come to the Maasai in Maasai 
land in Tanzania. God bless all of them and their families 
and their countries. 

I do remember the weeping and flowing of tears of Pas-
tor Tim Sullivan when he was preaching in the church at 
Melela, crying for the young people who were just play-
ing with the Word of God. This really touched my heart. 
Thank you and thank you for this ministry, because you 
love even the Maasai people. I believe that this is the way 
that God wants Maasai to see Jesus Christ their Savior, 
and they will be delivered from all trouble caused by the 
devil. Hallelujah!

A Special Christmas message:
The True Light

by Jay Pearson 

This Christmas I am excited about hanging lights around 
the eaves of our house. I also plan to display two lighted 
decorations in the windows of our sunroom, one in the 
shape of a tree and the other, a large star.  To be perfectly 
honest I am a little slow at the decision to go up in the attic 
and drag everything down, but my wife helps me remember 
how great it will look. After a few reminders, I will decide 
it was mostly my idea and I am ready to get it done. Once 

The Finger of God 
Working Among 

the Maasai
by Paulo ole Kurupashi

Irusha, Tanzania
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I have the decorations down from the attic and placed all 
around the house and night comes, I plug in the electric-
ity and beam with pride as the glory of the lights bless the 
neighborhood. 

This year the lights mean more to me. They remind me of 
the True Light, Jesus Christ and His glory. My lights aren’t 
even a twinkle compared to the glory of that wondrous night 
when the Lord was born.

 And there were in the same country shepherds abiding 
in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and 
the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they 
were sore afraid. And the angel said unto them, Fear 
not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, 
which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this 
day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the 
Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the 
babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. 
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of 
the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to 
God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward 
men. (Luke 2:8-14)
In 1 John we read that God is light and in Him is no dark-

ness at all. It is not a hard thing to believe that His Son is 

light and that we are the children of light when we believe 
that He has raised us up in Him.

This then is the message which we have heard of him, 
and declare unto you, that God is light, and in him is no 
darkness at all. (1 John 1:5)
Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the 
light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk 
in darkness, but shall have the light of life. (John 8:12)
For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in 
the Lord: walk as children of light: (Ephesians 5:8)
Let us rejoice this year especially at the Christmas season 

in celebration of the Lord Jesus Christ’s birthday. Let us 
reflect the light of His glory and represent His goodness 
to all men. Let us praise God for His glory every time we 
see even one light this Christmas and be reminded of that 
wondrous night when the shepherds beheld and heard the 
glory of God. 

Merry Christmas
and

Happy New Year 2007!


