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“I am the vIne, ye are the branches: he that abIdeth In me, and I In hIm, the same brIngeth forth much fruIt: 

The historical books of the Old Testament tell a 
story on more than one level. Not only do they chronicle 
the story of the Children of Israel but they are also “a 
shadow of things to come” (Col. 2:17). In my book, In the 
Power of His Might, the chapter “Between the Red Sea 
and the River Jordan” demonstrates that the Israelites’ 
exodus from Egypt models a sinner’s escape from the 
kingdom of darkness. The Promised Land represents 
his new life in Christ. But as every Bible student knows, 
the Israelites did not live “happily ever after” in the Land 
of Canaan. The ten northern tribes were conquered by 
the Assyrians. The people of the southern tribes were 
carried off to Babylon until the Persians allowed them to 
resettle their homeland in an event sometimes referred 
to as the second exodus. What does the second exodus 
represent to Christians living today?

The entire saga of the Promised Land from Joshua 
to Nehemiah (the last book of history in the Bible) spans 
about one thousand years. In 1408 BC, the walls of 
Jericho fell (these dates are cited from BibleWorks 
®). In 1000 BC, David was anointed king. Less than 
300 years later, the Assyrians defeated the northern 
tribes. In 586 BC, the armies of Nebucchadnezzar de-
stroyed Jerusalem and brought the survivors captive to 
Babylon. Less than fifty years later, in 538 BC, Babylon 
was conquered by the Persians. Two years later, the 
Hebrew exodus back to the Promised Land began. 
Exactly seventy years after the temple was destroyed, 
it was rebuilt.

THE BAByLONIAN CAPTIVITy
Proverbs 26:2 says, “the curse causeless shall not 

come.” It was never the power of their enemies that 
caused the Jews’ demise. The Jews defeated them-
selves by reason of their sins. 

Moreover all the chief of the priests, and the people, 
transgressed very much after all the abominations 
of the heathen; and polluted the house of the LORD 
which he had hallowed in Jerusalem.  And the LORD 
God of their fathers sent to them by his messen-
gers, rising up betimes, and sending; because he 
had compassion on his people, and on his dwelling 
place: But they mocked the messengers of God, and 
despised his words, and misused his prophets, until 
the wrath of the LORD arose against his people, till 
there was no remedy. (2 Chronicles 36:14-16)   
“God is not mocked,” says Galatians 6:7, “for 

whatsover a man soweth, that shall he also reap.” The 

by Rev. Tim Sullivan
President, WTWH

Inside This Issue
I hoped this issue of the Vine & Branches would be 

finished in time for the tenth anniversary of Workers To-
gether With Him in September. But as the Scottish poet 
Robert Burns wrote in 1785, “The best-laid schemes o’ 
mice an’ men, Gang aft agley” (the best laid plans of 
mice and men often go awry). In the end, I believe that 
“all things work together for good” (Rom. 8:28) and I am 
very happy to present you with this edition of the Vine 
& Branches.

The Vine & Branches has evolved into more of a 
magazine than a newsletter now that ministry “news” 
is published exclusively in the eV&B Bulletin. you can 
read the eV&B online at our website, www.wtwh.org. 
The website has been redesigned once again as we 
continually search for a format that best serves our 
purposes.

I appreciate the letters of congratulations I received 
concerning our first ten years, and I am happy to include 
some of them in this edition.

I originally received the sharing by Meike Wetzling in 
a personal letter and I was so edified and inspired by her 
sharing that I asked her if I could publish it as an article. 
Personally, I think it is one of the most wonderful articles 
to appear in the ten years of the Vine & Branches.

Ten years ago, Meike invited me to Germany to 
teach the very first Weapons of Our Warfare class. At 
the time, Rev. Todd Pekel was the vice-president of 
WTWH, resigning the post only because he and his wife 
Evi relocated to Greece. Todd’s article will be a blessing 
to anyone who takes Christian holiness seriously (and 
hopefully, a convicting word to anyone who does not).

Rev. Evan Pyle’s article on “Debt-Free Living” is 
a strong word from a man who has a gift for exposing 
the subtle lies of false doctrine that have crept into the 
church. As Evan writes, “Our walk with the Lord must 
be on his terms, not ours.”

I hope my article on “The Second Exodus” will be as 
much of a blessing for you to read as it was for me to 
write. Psalm 119:111 says, “Thy testimonies have I taken 
as an heritage for ever: for they are the rejoicing of my 
heart.” I know that I only perceive but a glimpse of the 
perfection of the Word, but that glimpse is enough to fill 
my heart with expectation for the perfection to come.

God bless you. I hope you enjoy this edition.
In the service of His Majesty, the King of kings,  

The SECOND Exodus
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...for wIthout me ye can do nothIng.” (John 15:5)

sins of the Hebrews reaped seventy years of captivity. 
Therefore he [God] brought upon them the king of the 
Chaldees, who slew their young men with the sword 
in the house of their sanctuary, and had no compas-
sion upon young man or maiden, old man, or him that 
stooped for age: he gave them all into his hand. And 
all the vessels of the house of God, great and small, 
and the treasures of the house of the LORD, and the 
treasures of the king, and of his princes; all these he 
brought to Babylon. And they burnt the house of God, 
and brake down the wall of Jerusalem, and burnt all 
the palaces thereof with fire, and destroyed all the 
goodly vessels thereof.  And them that had escaped 
from the sword carried he away to Babylon; where 
they were servants to him and his sons until the reign 
of the kingdom of Persia: To fulfil the word of the 
LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah, until the land had 
enjoyed her sabbaths: for as long as she lay desolate 
she kept sabbath, to fulfil threescore and ten years.
(2 Chronicles 36:17-21)
Babylon was conquered by the Persian emperor 

Cyrus. This king had been foretold by name 200 years 
earlier in the prophecies of Isaiah.

That saith of Cyrus, He is my shepherd, and shall 
perform all my pleasure: even saying to Jerusalem, 
Thou shalt be built; and to the temple, Thy founda-
tion shall be laid. (Isaiah 44:28)
King Cyrus (600 BC to 527 BC) was not a believer; 

“I have surnamed thee, though thou hast not known me” 
says Isaiah 45:4. Still, he was instrumental to God’s plan. 
Cyrus promoted a policy of religious freedom for the sake 
of political unity. He felt it was in his best interest to allow 
the Hebrews to return to their homeland. 2 Chronicles 
ends and Ezra begins with his famous decree:

Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, The LORD God of 
heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of the earth; 
and he hath charged me to build him an house at 
Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Who is there among 
you of all his people? his God be with him, and let 
him go up to Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and build 
the house of the LORD God of Israel, (he is the God,) 
which is in Jerusalem. (Ezra 1:2-3)
The books of Ezra, Esther and Nehemiah (in that 

order) span the final years of Old Testament history 
and recall the history of the Jews under Persian juris-
diction. This era witnessed four kings – Cyrus, Darius, 
Ahasuerus, and Artaxerxes – and four prophets, Daniel, 
Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi.

THE RETURN UNDER ZERUBBABEL
Just as the Hebrews’ exile from Jerusalem occurred 

in three stages, so did their return. The first mission, led 
by Zerubbabel, was to rebuild the House of God that the 
Babylonians had destroyed.

Then rose up the chief of the fathers of Judah and 
Benjamin, and the priests, and the Levites, with all them 
whose spirit God had raised, to go up to build the house 
of the LORD which is in Jerusalem. (Ezra 1:5)
This first company back to Judah was led by Zerub-

babel (“Zorobabel” in the genealogies of Matthew 1 and 
Luke 3). Zerubbabel was the grandson of Jehoiachin, 
second to last of the Judean kings. Ezra 2 gives an ac-
counting of this group.

Now these are the children of the province that went 
up out of the captivity, of those which had been 
carried away, whom Nebuchadnezzar the king of 
Babylon had carried away unto Babylon, and came 
again unto Jerusalem and Judah, every one unto 
his city; (Ezra 2:1)
Their first task was to “build the altar of the God of 

Israel, to offer burnt offerings thereon” (3:2). They sought 
God’s protection, “for fear was upon them because of 
the peoples of those countries” (v. 3). After taking some 
time to settle in, the construction of the Temple began.

Now in the second year of their coming unto the 
house of God at Jerusalem, in the second month, 
began Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua 
the son of Jozadak, and the remnant of their breth-
ren the priests and the Levites, and all they that 
were come out of the captivity unto Jerusalem; and 
appointed the Levites, from twenty years old and 
upward, to set forward the work of the house of the 
LORD. (Ezra 3:8)
Notice that it was only “the remnant” who returned. 

In the second exodus, only a portion of the Jews living 
in Babylon chose to return to their homeland. Most were 
content to stay in Babylon and attend synagogue. From 
the many who call themselves “believers,” there are 
always just a few who believe.

It was a great day of celebration for young and old 
when the foundation of the house was complete.

And all the people shouted with a great shout, when 
they praised the LORD, because the foundation of 
the house of the LORD was laid. But many of the 
priests and Levites and chief of the fathers, who were 
ancient men, that had seen the first house, when the 
foundation of this house was laid before their eyes, 
wept with a loud voice; and many shouted aloud for 
joy:  So that the people could not discern the noise 
of the shout of joy from the noise of the weeping of 
the people: for the people shouted with a loud shout, 
and the noise was heard afar off. (Ezra 3:11b-13)
In every movement of God there is both “a great door 

and effectual” and “many adversaries” (1 Cor. 16:9). In 
the books of Ezra and Nehemiah, we read much about 
the opposition facing the builders. 

Then the people of the land weakened the hands of 



The Vine & BranchesPage �        November �009

“I am the vIne, ye are the branches: he that abIdeth In me, and I In hIm, the same brIngeth forth much fruIt: 

be needful for the house of thy God” would be provided 
“out of the king’s treasure house” (v. 20). How mightily 
God can move “when a man’s ways please the Lord” 
(Prov. 16:7). Such a man was Ezra.

For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the law of 
the LORD, and to do it, and to teach in Israel statutes 
and judgments. (Ezra 7:10)
When Ezra saw that his traveling party included 

“none of the sons of Levi” (8:15), he sent for “ministers 
for the house of God” (v. 17) and “by the good hand of 
our God upon us” (v. 18) they were provided. After some 
days of prayer and fasting, they began their journey. 
Though heavy-laden with treasures, Ezra would not 
request a military escort. His  faith is a measuring-rod 
to all who claim to trust in God. 

For I was ashamed to require of the king a band of 
soldiers and horsemen to help us against the enemy 
in the way: because we had spoken unto the king, 
saying, The hand of our God is upon all them for 
good that seek him; but his power and his wrath is 
against all them that forsake him. (Ezra 8:22)
Ezra was not disappointed in his expectations. “The 

hand of our God was upon us,” says verse 31, “and he 
delivered us from the hand of the enemy, and of such 
as lay in wait by the way.”

Upon his arrival in Jerusalem, Ezra heard a disturb-
ing report. “The people of Israel, and the priests, and 
the Levites, have not separated themselves from the 
people of the lands, doing according to their abomina-
tions” (Ezra 9:1). The human vessels of the priesthood 
were too contaminated for holy use. 

Ezra assembled “every one that trembled at the 
words of the God of Israel” (v. 4), and led them in a 
heart-wrenching prayer of confession and repentance. 
“O my God,” he said, “I am ashamed and blush to lift up 
my face to thee, my God: for our iniquities are increased 
over our head, and our trespass is grown up unto the 
heavens” (v. 6). He acknowledged that “all that is come 
upon us for our evil deeds, and for our great trespass.” 
In his mercy, God had not only “punished us less than 
our iniquities deserve,” but “hast given us such deliver-
ance as this,” allowing them to return to Jerusalem (v. 
13). And yet they still held on to the very sins that had 
condemned them to captivity! “Behold, we are before 
thee in our trespasses,” he cried, “for we cannot stand 
before thee because of this” (v. 15).

Ezra stood before the people and cried, “Now 
therefore make confession unto the LORD God of your 
fathers, and do his pleasure: and separate yourselves 
from the people of the land, and from the strange wives” 
(Ezra 10:11). The congregation answered him saying, 
“As thou hast said, so must we do” (v. 12). 

the people of Judah, and troubled them in building, 
And hired counsellors against them, to frustrate their 
purpose, all the days of Cyrus king of Persia, even 
until the reign of Darius king of Persia. (Ezra 4:4-5)
At least temporarily, the evildoers achieved their 

goal.
Then ceased the work of the house of God which is 
at Jerusalem. So it ceased unto the second year of 
the reign of Darius king of Persia. (v. 24)
Ezra 5 records the efforts of the prophets Haggai 

and Zechariah to intercede on behalf of the Jews before 
the Persian king. They urged the king to remember the 
decree of Cyrus. Darius not only reinstated the work, 
he also provided a generous subsidy.

The books of Haggai and Zechariah reveal another 
obstacle to the work as well. By and large the Jews had 
lost interest in the project. They were busy trying to im-
prove their own situation. Haggai rebuked them saying, 
“Is it time for you, O ye, to dwell in your cieled houses, 
and this house lie waste?” (Hag. 1:4). Others were hesi-
tant to work because they feared an invasion of their yet 
unwalled city. Zechariah prophesied that the LORD “will 
be unto her [Jerusalem] a wall of fire round about, and 
will be the glory in the midst of her” (Zech. 2:5).

Then he answered and spake unto me, saying, This 
is the word of the LORD unto Zerubbabel, saying, 
Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith 
the LORD of hosts. (Zechariah 4:6)
The workers were revived. The house of God was 

completed in 516 BC, exactly seventy years after 
Solomon’s temple was destroyed.

And the elders of the Jews builded, and they pros-
pered through the prophesying of Haggai the prophet 
and Zechariah the son of Iddo. And they builded, 
and finished it, according to the commandment of 
the God of Israel, and according to the command-
ment of Cyrus, and Darius, and Artaxerxes king of 
Persia. (Ezra 6:14)

THE RETURN UNDER EZRA
A sixty-year gap separates Ezra 6 and 7. Here the 

events of the book of Esther fit into Bible history, during 
the reign of King Ahasuerus.  Finally, in chapter 7, we are 
introduced to Ezra, the priest who led the second group 
of exiles back to Jerusalem. His mission: to furnish the 
house of God with vessels of honor, in both the literal 
and figurative sense.

In the seventh year of King Artaxerxes, the king of 
Persia gave Ezra leave to go to Jerusalem with “all the 
silver and gold that thou canst find in all the province of 
Babylon, with the freewill offering of the people, and of 
the priests, offering willingly for the house of their God” 
(v. 16). He further pledged that “whatsoever more shall 
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...for wIthout me ye can do nothIng.” (John 15:5)

THE RETURN UNDER NEHEMIAH
The third and last stage of the return from exile 

occurred “in the twentieth year of Artaxerxes the king” 
(Neh. 2:1), thirteen years after Ezra’s journey. Serving 
at the Persian palace in Shushan, Nehemiah received 
word of the dire situation in Jerusalem. 

And they said unto me, The remnant that are left 
of the captivity there in the province are in great af-
fliction and reproach: the wall of Jerusalem also is 
broken down, and the gates thereof are burned with 
fire. (Nehemiah 1:3)
Like Ezra, Nehemiah recognized that the root of the 

problem lay in the sins of the people. “We have dealt very 
corruptly against thee,” he confessed to God, “and have 
not kept the commandments, nor the statutes, nor the 
judgments” (v. 7). Like Ezra, he also knew that although 
the Jews had brought these problems upon themselves, 
God promised mercy to all who returned to him.

Remember, I beseech thee, the word that thou 
commandedst thy servant Moses, saying, If ye 
transgress, I will scatter you abroad among the 
nations: But if ye turn unto me, and keep my com-
mandments, and do them; though there were of you 
cast out unto the uttermost part of the heaven, yet 
will I gather them from thence, and will bring them 
unto the place that I have chosen to set my name 
there. (vv. 8-9)
And just as Ezra beseeched God on behalf of “every 

one that trembled at the words of the God of Israel,” so 
Nehemiah asked God to “be attentive to the prayer of 
thy servant, and to the prayer of thy servants, who desire 
to fear thy name” (v. 11).

Nehemiah was “the king’s cupbearer,” a position of 
great trust. When Artaxerxes learned that his servant 
was distressed by the problems in Jerusalem, he granted 
him the authority and provisions he needed to go to 
Judah and rebuild the city wall.

Notwithstanding “the good hand of my God upon 
me” and the king’s good will, Nehemiah faced adver-
sity every step of the way. When ridicule alone did not 
deter his workers, his enemies conspired to violence. 
“They shall not know, neither see, till we come in the 
midst among them, and slay them, and cause the work 
to cease” (4:11). Nehemiah strengthened the workers, 
saying, “Be not ye afraid of them: remember the Lord, 
which is great and terrible, and fight for your brethren, 
your sons, and your daughters, your wives, and your 
houses” (v. 14).

They which builded on the wall, and they that bare 
burdens, with those that laded, every one with one 
of his hands wrought in the work, and with the other 
hand held a weapon. (v. 17)

Within the camp were more problems, for “there 
was a great cry of the people and of their wives against 
their brethren the Jews” (5:1). The challenge of building 
the wall was compounded by an ongoing famine (v. 3), 
and the need to pay taxes to the king (v. 4). As a result, 
the “haves” were taking advantage of the “have nots,” 
turning them into bondservants. Nehemiah quickly put 
an end to this evil practice.

And I said unto them, We after our ability have re-
deemed our brethren the Jews, which were sold unto 
the heathen; and will ye even sell your brethren? 
or shall they be sold unto us? Then held they their 
peace, and found nothing to answer. (v. 8)
The opposition from without continued. Nehemiah’s 

enemies spread lies among the workers that he was 
conspiring to make himself king and lead a revolution. 
Then they tried to beguile him through false prophecy. 
But neither Nehemiah nor the workers were fooled and 
despite all these problems, the work was completed.

So the wall was finished in the twenty and fifth day 
of the month Elul, in fifty and two days. (6:15)
Nehemiah 8 is one of the happiest chapters in the 

Bible. To commemorate the completion of the temple and 
the wall, Ezra stood before the people and “brought the 
law before the congregation both of men and women, 
and all that could hear with understanding” (v. 2). To-
gether the chief priests “read in the book in the law of 
God distinctly, and gave the sense, and caused them 
to understand the reading” (v. 8). The people were so 
overwhelmed that they began to weep. Nehemiah redi-
rected their sorrow to joy saying, “Go your way, eat the 
fat, and drink the sweet, and send portions unto them 
for whom nothing is prepared: for this day is holy unto 
our Lord: neither be ye sorry; for the joy of the LORD is 
your strength” (v. 10). A great celebration of the Feast 
of Tabernacles commenced, “and there was very great 
gladness” (v. 17).

In chapter 9, the elders recounted the history of 
the Jews from the days of Abraham to their captivity in 
Babylon. Once again they realized that they themselves 
were accountable for all their woes. They had returned 
God’s kindness with disobedience.

Howbeit thou art just in all that is brought upon us; for 
thou hast done right, but we have done wickedly:
(Nehemiah 9:33)
The final act of restoration concerned the people 

themselves. The people sealed themselves in a stern 
covenant with God, acknowledging the curse that would 
fall on them if they broke their vow.

They clave to their brethren, their nobles, and en-
tered into a curse, and into an oath, to walk in God’s 
law, which was given by Moses the servant of God, 
and to observe and do all the commandments of the 
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LORD our Lord, and his judgments and his statutes; 
(Nehemiah 10:29)
Verses 34 to 39 detail the people’s pledge to return 

to the long-forsaken ordinance of tithing. Moses had so 
commanded their fathers saying, “Take heed to thyself 
that thou forsake not the Levite as long as thou livest 
upon the earth” (Deut. 12:19). Their negligence towards 
the Levite was indicative of their negligence of God.

The wall was built and the people were set in order.  
Nehemiah had completed his mission and he returned 
to Persia. Twelve years later, “in the two and thirtieth 
year of Artaxerxes” (13:6), he returned to Judah. He 
was horrified by what he saw.

The people had fallen into utter disarray. The open 
city gates with foreigners milling about on the Sabbath 
was a picture of an unsanctified people. The evildoer 
Tobiah who had done much to disrupt Nehemiah’s work 
had maneuvered his way into a comfortable position in 
the Temple. The Levites had left their ministries to work 
in the fields because the people had reneged on their 
vow to pay their tithes.

The Judeans had willfully “entered into a curse, and 
into an oath” to obey the ordinances of God or suffer the 
consequences. Now we can more fully understand the 
rebuke from Malachi, the last prophet of this era.

Will a man rob God? yet ye have robbed me. But ye 
say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and of-
ferings. ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed 
me, even this whole nation. (Malachi 3:8–9)
Nehemiah was devastated by the spiritual destitu-

tion of Jerusalem. All the reformations that Ezra and 
he had put into place were forgotten. He “cast forth all 
the household stuff of Tobiah out of the chamber” (v. 
8); he appointed new treasurers, and shut the gate on 
the foreign merchants. He revived the Levites and once 
again urged the people towards a sanctified life. yet his 
heartache was unabated. Three times he besought the 
Lord, “Remember me, O my God, for good.”

Remember me, O my God, concerning this, and wipe 
not out my good deeds that I have done for the house 
of my God, and for the offices thereof. (v. 14)

A LESSON TO THE CHURCH TODAy
Romans 15:4 says that records like this “were writ-

ten for our learning.” Just as the first exodus models 
the sinner’s salvation, the second exodus models the 
restoration of the Christian taken captive by the plea-
sures and pressures of this world. Pharaoh’s Egypt 
represents Satan’s kingdom of darkness; Babylon is 
godless society. The way to escape from Babylon is to 
live a sanctified life. Remember this prayer of Jesus:

I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the 
world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the 

evil. They are not of the world, even as I am not of 
the world. Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word 
is truth. (John 17:15-17)
It is unavoidable that every Christian will stumble in 

his walk with God. 1 John 1:8 says, “If we say that we 
have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 
in us.” Thankfully, we are not cast back into Egypt when 
we sin, for then we would have no hope. Christ cannot 
be crucified again. But by God’s mercy, there is a way 
out from Babylon.

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteous-
ness. (1 John 1:9)
Though the door was open to all, only a portion of 

Jews returned to Jerusalem. Some people are content 
to live in spiritual lethargy. But those who “trembled at 
the words of the God of Israel,” and “who desire to fear 
thy name” will not settle for life in Babylon.

The second exodus is the story of THE GOODNESS 
OF GOD. No reasonable person can deny that “our God 
hast punished us less than our iniquities deserve” (Ezra 
9:13). It is not that we are so good; it is that his mercies 
are so great. “It is of the Lord’s mercies that we are not 
consumed,” declares Lamentations 3:22, “because his 
compassions fail not.” 

Ezra and Nehemiah sought God’s mercy as if they 
themselves had collected the gold and fashioned the 
golden calf. How different this is from the finger-point-
ing “prayers” that gush from our lips far too often. We 
have been beguiled into thinking that the problem lies 
with those other Christians. But we are all members of 
the same body of Christ. We are all part of the problem! 
Let us cease from rallying behind the great accuser and 
instead learn to stand in the gap for our brethren.

The second exodus is a story of REPENTANCE. To 
see the goodness of God is also to see how we “have 
sinned, and come short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23). 
That is why both “the goodness of God” and “godly 
sorrow” lead us to repentance (see Romans 2:4 and 2 
Corinthians 7:10).

The second exodus is a story of RESISTANCE. Ezra 
and Nehemiah faced opposition from within and without. 
They resisted in the same way we all are told to resist 
the devil, by drawing near to God.

Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, 
and he will flee from you. Draw nigh to God, and he 
will draw nigh to you... (James 4:7-8A)
The second exodus is a story of REFORMATION. 

It does you no good to confess your sins unless you 
forsake them as well. Ezra and Nehemiah did their 
utmost to lead the people of God away from the things 
that had ensnared them. Sometimes they must have 
felt as if they were trying to throw sand back into the 
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ocean. But their work was not in vain. It has and will be 
remembered.

Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, 
unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not 
in vain in the Lord. (1 Corinthians 15:58)  
It is for good reason that the last book of the Old 

Testament, the book of Malachi, closes with the prom-
ise of the Lord’s coming. When he returns, the Lord 
Jesus will be able to do what Moses, Jeremiah, Ezra 
and Nehemiah could not do. He will fully restore God’s 
chosen people.

And they shall be mine, saith the LORD of hosts, in 
that day when I make up my jewels; and I will spare 
them, as a man spareth his own son that serveth 
him. (Malachi 3:17)
Until then, let us be mindful that the pleasures we 

pursue are of God and not of Babylon. 
Thou wilt shew me the path of life: in thy presence is 
fulness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures 
for evermore. (Psalm 16:11)
In God’s presence is fullness of joy, and “the joy of 

the LORD is your strength.” May we all live our lives in 
his presence and joy, in the sanctity of truth.

they owe an unpaid obligation, the debt of sin can cause 
us to avoid God. This was how Adam and Eve reacted 
when they sinned against God. “And they heard the 
voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool 
of the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from 
the presence of the LORD God amongst the trees of 
the garden” (Genesis 3:8). The beauty and purity of the 
communion Adam and Eve enjoyed with their Creator 
was corrupted and muddied by sin.

I think most Christians would agree that when a 
person repents and receives new life in Christ his re-
cord of past sins is wiped clean and the debt of sin fully 
paid by Jesus’ sacrifice. “Whom God hath set forth to 
be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare 
his righteousness for the remission of sins that are 
past, through the forbearance of God” (Romans 3:25). 
All would agree, I hope, that we are saved by grace 
through faith. Christians disagree, however, as to how 
far God’s forgiveness in Christ extends. Does forgive-
ness through faith in Christ mean that sins only up to the 
time of salvation are paid by his sacrifice? Does God’s 
forgiveness simply bring the new Christian “up-to-date”? 
The Romans reference seems to say that very thing in 
speaking of remission of sins that are past.

The sacrifices practiced by Israel in accordance with 
Mosaic law resulted in an “up-to-date” forgiveness of 
sins that are past. The high priest entered into the holy 
of holies once a year to offer sacrifice for the sins of the 
people (Hebrews 9:7). Every year the high priest had 
to repeat this offering for the sins of the people. Why? 
“The Holy Ghost this signifying, that the way into the 
holiest of all was not yet made manifest, while as the 
first tabernacle was yet standing: Which was a figure for 
the time then present” (Hebrews 9:8-9). In the annual 
repetition of this service, the Lord was showing that the 
time was yet coming when all of God’s people would be 
permitted to enter into the holy of holies, into the holy 
presence of God. Under Mosaic law, an annual reminder 
of sins and man’s separation from God was woven into 
the sacrifices. Under this system, a remembrance was 
made of man’s debt of sin that remained yet unpaid and 
kept him separated from the Lord. Man needed an an-
nual updating to get back into God’s good graces.

What about now? In contrast to forgiveness only for 
sins that are past, Jesus instituted a “once and for all” 
forgiveness of sins. He made one sacrifice for all sins 
for all time.

But Christ being come an high priest of good things 
to come, by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, 
not made with hands, that is to say, not of this build-
ing; Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but 
by his own blood he entered in once into the holy 
place, having obtained eternal redemption for us. 
(Hebrews 9:11-12, emphasis added)

Debt-Free Living:
A Call to Boldness

by Rev. Evan Pyle
Pastor and Vice-President, WTWH

Despite the title, this is not a lesson in personal or 
business finances, but a discussion of our relationship 
with God. Nevertheless, the world of finance may help 
us to better understand our subject at hand. Too much 
debt can cause serious problems resulting in bankruptcy 
and financial ruin. Financial trouble is cited as a major 
cause of marital problems. Businesses struggle and 
eventually fail if under an excessive load of debt. Even 
national currencies and governments can fail when the 
debt becomes too great. In a certain sense you are not 
truly free when you are in debt since you have, in effect, 
“sold” your future earnings to have something you could 
otherwise not afford. Debt can lead to stress, nervous-
ness and a loss of happiness. Failure to pay debt can 
even lead to having possessions seized.

What about the debt of sin? Carrying the debt of 
sin can affect our relationships in ways comparable to 
financial debt. Just as one might avoid a person to whom 
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No longer is annual sacrifice for sins necessary, be-
cause Jesus paid the price once and for all. His sacrifice 
was sufficient to pay for man’s sin, now and forevermore. 
This is a powerful truth that the saints of God need to 
lay hold of. No longer do we approach God burdened 
with a debt of sin we can never pay (Hebrews 10:3). The 
annual sacrifice for sin served as a constant reminder of 
man’s awful condition.  But Christ’s sacrifice cleanses 
even our conscience from dead works so we can freely 
serve the living God. 

For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes 
of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the 
purifying of the flesh: How much more shall the blood 
of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself 
without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead 
works to serve the living God? (Hebrews 9:13-14)
I have known too many Christians who carry the ter-

rible burden of the debt of sin. They would like to walk 
for God, attend church and live the Christian life, but 
they feel they cannot because they are unworthy. They 
are too sinful and must “get right” with God before they 
can begin doing those things. They are waiting to turn 
their life around first. year after year they are still wait-
ing, failing to realize that their debt of sin was completely 
and forevermore paid in Christ. There are no steps they 
need to take to find their way back to God’s good graces. 
Jesus already took those painful steps for them!

No longer should we focus on “getting right” with 
God. Jesus’ sacrifice already did that. When we sin, 
we don’t need to follow some difficult path to find our 
way back to God. Jesus’ sacrifice already did that. We 
don’t approach God like a cringing, guilty dog. Since the 
sacrifice has been made once, we only need confess 
our sins, and God will forgive us and cleanse us (I John 
1:9). Christ’s sacrifice gives us boldness with God.

Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into 
the holiest by the blood of Jesus, Let us draw near 
with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having 
our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and 
our bodies washed with pure water. 
(Hebrews 10:19, 22, emphasis added)
Though we have no confidence in the flesh (Phil. 

3:3-4), we have full assurance in Christ. “In whom we 
have boldness and access with confidence by the faith 
of him” (Eph. 3:12). Our relationship is not clouded by 
our sin-darkened hearts for we have been washed clean 
by the blood of Christ. Even our conscience has been 
cleansed from dead works. Instead of hiding like Adam 
and Eve, we enter confidently into the holy of holies. 
We are encouraged to come boldly before the throne 
of grace to find help in time of need (Heb. 4:16). We 
are to hold onto our confidence in Christ. No task, trial, 
obstacle, burden or shortcoming should cause us to lose 

heart. “Cast not away therefore your confidence, which 
hath great recompence of reward. For ye have need of 
patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye 
might receive the promise” (Heb. 10:35-36).

If Christ’s sacrifice is sufficient to pay for all our sins, 
why are we told that we must confess our sins to God? “If 
we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us 
our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 
John 1:9). For the Christian, confession of sins is not for 
keeping an up-to-date account with God. Some believe 
that if you die without having confessed your last sins 
you are doomed to hell or purgatory. No, confession is 
for us, so we can examine ourselves, whether we are 
in the faith. If we fail to recognize sin, we will fail to turn 
away from that sin. Confession is not, as some have 
taught, so we can change our status from being “out 
of fellowship” to being “in fellowship.” Those terms are 
foreign to the Bible. As believers, we are never “outside 
looking in.” The veil into the holy of holies has been torn 
open in Christ and we have access to God’s throne. We 
don’t need to find our way back “in fellowship”… we are 
already there! If I could “trip out” and “get lost,” so to 
speak, I would remain lost forever. I do not need to find 
my way back to the Lord because I am already there in 
Christ. We are not lost, because Jesus does not lose 
any that the Father has given to him.

Our walk with the Lord must be on his terms, not 
ours. He has made his terms perfectly clear: we are 
saved by grace through faith in Christ. The question is 
not about being in some mystical “state” with God, for 
we are in fellowship with him if we are saved. The big 
question is, are we walking in fellowship with him. “As 
ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so 
walk ye in him” (Colossians 2:6).

We can see the effect that salvation had on the 
apostles and believers of the early church who walked 
in such boldness in Christ. They did not go around 
in circles wondering if they were right with God. No, 
knowing they were right with God, they lived for Christ, 
witnessing for him and loving the brethren with great 
boldness and liberty. 

Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, 
and perceived that they were unlearned and ignorant 
men, they marvelled; and they took knowledge of 
them, that they had been with Jesus. (Acts 4:13)
And now, Lord, behold their threatenings: and grant 
unto thy servants, that with all boldness they may 
speak thy word, (Acts 4:29)
And when they had prayed, the place was shaken 
where they were assembled together; and they were 
all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the 
word of God with boldness. (Acts 4:31)
In whom we have boldness and access with con-
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It causes her dislike and discomfort. So, guess what? I 
have learned (yes, unfortunately, it’s taken a long time) 
but I have learned NOT to do it anymore! It’s in my knowl-
edge of her likes and dislikes that I’ve learned what it is 
that grieves her. Now, some of those things that grieve 
her I learned right away, at the very beginning of our 
relationship, while other things have taken much more 
time. The very same holds true in our relationship with 
the Holy Spirit of God. 

And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are 
sealed unto the day of redemption. (Ephesians 4:30)
If we are to know what it is that grieves God, we must 

first have a knowledge of him. In order to have a knowl-
edge of him, it follows that we must spend time with him. 
The more time we spend with him, the more we will know 
what things in our lives grieve the Holy Spirit of God. Look-
ing to the above verse (Eph. 4:30) as our basic text, let’s 
see some of those things that cause him to be grieved… 
so that we may learn to NOT do it any more!

An important difference to note between grieving 
a person and grieving the Holy Spirit is that grieving a 
person is mostly dependant upon our actions towards 
that person, while grieving the Holy Spirit is not only 
dependant upon how we act towards God; it’s also de-
pendant on how we behave towards others. 

If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he 
is a liar: for he that loveth not his brother whom he 
hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not 
seen? (1 John 4:20) 
In fact, it’s in our action and behavior towards others 

that our behavior and action towards God (to a very large 
degree) is seen and known. It is, after all, the second 
(like unto the first) great commandment.

Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
mind. This is the first and great commandment. And 
the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neigh-
bour as thyself. On these two commandments hang 
all the law and the prophets. (Matthew 22:37-40)
If you just glanced over the Scriptures above be-

cause you’ve read them before I do hope you’ll pause 
a moment and read them carefully. We need to allow 
the fullness of these words to sink deeply into our ears, 
and penetrate fully into our hearts. Why? Well, did you 
notice that “all of the law and prophets” are summed up 
in only 28 English words?! How important, then, must 
the message of those words be? Surely, if we love God 
with all of our heart, with all of our soul, and with our 
entire mind, we won’t be doing those things that grieve 
him. Contrarily, if we do do things that grieve the Holy 
Spirit, it’s a good bet that our heart, or our soul, or our 
mind is not actively engaged in loving him.    

In Ephesians chapters 4 and 5, there are seven 

fidence by the faith of him. (Ephesians 3:12)
Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have 
boldness in the day of judgment: because as he is, 
so are we in this world. (1 John 4:17)
The world is watching Christians carefully to see 

what we will do and say. Because we have been re-
deemed by the blood of the Lamb, because we have 
been filled with the Holy Spirit, because we are forgiven 
and righteous in Christ, we are free to act and speak 
boldly in his name. The darkness of this present age 
cries out for fearless, bold bearers of God’s light. As one 
who has direct access to the throne of God, you have 
the boldness to live and speak for God without fear.

And when they bring you unto the synagogues, and 
unto magistrates, and powers, take ye no thought 
how or what thing ye shall answer, or what ye shall 
say: For the Holy Ghost shall teach you in the same 
hour what ye ought to say.  (Luke 12:11-12)

Grieve Not the Holy 
Spirit of God
By Rev. Todd Pekel
Thessaloniki, Greece

Since becoming a Christian, I don’t recall ever hear-
ing a sermon regarding what it means to actually grieve 
the Holy Spirit. Throughout the past year or so, this 
subject has oft been before me. For those given eyes 
to see and ears to hear, God will show them just how, 
when, and where they have – and do – grieve him. The 
process won’t always be pleasant, but God’s chastening 
isn’t meant to be pleasant, it’s meant to be profitable.

Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joy-
ous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth 
the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which 
are exercised thereby. (Hebrews 12:11)
The book of Ephesians can act as a starting point 

from which an understanding will be obtained about what 
it means to grieve the Holy Spirit. First note that we are 
to have knowledge of him through the spirit of wisdom 
and revelation.

That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and rev-
elation in the knowledge of him: (Ephesians 1:17)
It’s in our knowledge of him that we begin to learn 

what it is that grieves him. How do I know this? It’s 
simple, really. It’s because I’m married. you see, I know 
my wife. I have and do spend time with her. When I tap 
a rhythm on the TV remote control (I played drums a 
long time ago) it upsets her. Actually, no, it grieves her. 
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maladies and seven remedies concerning the subject 
of grieving the Spirit of our God. For space consider-
ation we will not show the Scriptures in their entirety, 
however, I do recommend that you read this section of 
the Scriptures for further reference. When you do, you 
notice the following. 

MALADIES:
1.  living like unbelievers (4:17–19)
2.  lying  (4:25)
3.  anger (4:26)
4.  giving place to the devil (4:27)
5.  theft (4:28) 
6.  corrupt communication/evil speaking (4:29, 31)
7.  sexual perversions (5:3–5)

REMEDIES:
1.  learn Christ – truth is in Jesus (4:20–21)
2.  speak truth with neighbor (4:25)
3.  repentance - let not the sun go down on wrath (4:26)
4.  give no place to devil - put off old; put on new (4:22–

24)
5.  labor – work to give (4:28)
6.  edify – speak grace giving life/forgiveness (4:29, 31)
7.  walk in love / be thankful (Eph 5:2, 4)

A quick glance at the above lists shows that two of 
the seven (numbers 2 and 6) are directly related to that 
which comes out of the mouth. It’s as if we are doubly 
warned because it’s twice as likely that something we 
may say will grieve God’s Spirit. This is hardly surprising, 
given our Lord stated that it’s “not that which goeth into 
the mouth defileth a man; but that which cometh out of 
the mouth, this defileth a man” (Matt. 15:11).

If you’re like me, then you may have real room for 
victory in this area of your Christian walk. The Scriptures 
declare that “the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity” and 
“that it defileth the whole body” (Jms. 3:6a, b). What’s 
more, the Scriptures also claim that “the tongue can 
no man tame; it is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison” 
(Jms. 3:8).

One of the great areas for victory in our lives can be 
the experience of the bridling of our “unruly evil,” “full of 
deadly poison,” and “world of iniquity” tongues. As wise 
King Solomon advised; “suffer not thy mouth to cause 
thy flesh to sin” (Eccl. 5:6). Moreover, the psalmist de-
clared; “I will take heed to my ways, that I sin not with 
my tongue: I will keep my mouth with a bridle, while the 
wicked is before me” (Ps. 39:1).

Learning to keep our mouths bridled will go a long 
way in taming the brute beast that is our tongue. Thank 
God we are not left alone in this endeavor as the Spirit’s 
help and guidance is more than just welcome, it’s most 
definitely needed. Let us pray that God post a sentry 
on our lips as we bridle our tongues in a sincere effort 

to grieve not the Holy Spirit of God. Finally, let us speak 
truth with our neighbors that we may minister grace unto 
the hearers of all the words that proceed from our lips. 
In so doing we will be able to declare as David did long 
ago; “thou hast proved mine heart; thou hast visited me 
in the night; thou hast tried me, and shalt find nothing; I 
am purposed that my mouth shall not transgress.” (Ps. 
17:3)

To know what it is to grieve not the Holy Spirit of 
God, one must first know what it is to grieve him. To 
know what it is to grieve him, one must first get to know 
him. Go ahead; spend some time with him today. Get to 
know him a little better. Become even more acquainted 
with his ways. Ask him what things in your life grieve 
him. He’ll not only be happy to let you know, he’ll work 
with you and in you to put those things that grieve him 
behind you. 

Let us not grieve our Holy God. Let all who read 
this declare, “I am purposed that my mouth shall not 
transgress” (Psalm 17:3b).

by Meike Wetzling
Rüdersdorf, Germany

The Gospel of Christ 
- Understood Again

I can recall very well why I had stopped everything 
in my life to come to England to study in a Bible school. 
I had come because of a nagging frustration concerning 
my own, mainly professional situation, a striking lack of 
true joy and a constantly present feeling that I am not 
living the life that God had intended for me. I was more 
and more convinced that I was not in the place where 
I was supposed to be, neither physically, mentally nor 
spiritually. The church didn’t seem to have answers, but 
rather looked as stuck as I was. God must have had 
something else on his mind when he brought me into 
his kingdom. I was full of unanswered questions. 

What I saw in my life did not remotely resemble the 
life that was described to me in the Bible. What did it 
mean to be filled with all the fullness of God? Leading an 
abundant life – how exactly does that look? To receive 
whatever I have asked for in prayer – I wouldn’t even 
dare to consider that possible, no, not in my best mo-
ments. Why does God tell me to be perfect, when we 
both know exactly that I haven’t got a chance? How do 
I drink of living water and then never be thirsty again? 
(See Eph. 3:19; John 10:10; Matt. 21:22; Matt. 5:48, 
John 4:10.)

There are hundreds of scripture passages like these. 
I know I have taken them out of context, but the context 
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doesn’t explain them either, quite to the contrary. Every 
time I read the Bible I stumbled over promises and ex-
pectations that God seems to have for my life that I don’t 
even come close to. Every page of the Bible screams 
out to me, “There is more! There is more!” And what is 
more, it didn’t sound as if God had meant these things to 
happen in heaven, later on the other side of the rapture. 
I couldn’t ignore it anymore and finally the Spirit of God 
inside of me seemed to confirm this impression and I 
felt called and encouraged to look for this “more” of life 
that I was constantly bumping into.

If this is really God’s Word and his will, then this life 
must be available and there must be a way to come to 
this place. It must be true that we can live in a very differ-
ent way from the world around us. There must be a way 
to live life in true freedom, with true peace and joy and 
with an irresistible love that draws people to the God we 
love. It is inconceivable that God would rub something 
as beautiful as this under our noses and then leave us 
alone in our utter insufficiency to live this kind of life.

Please don’t get me wrong. I am not talking about 
a life that is full of victories, miracles and other highly 
dramatic events. I am talking about a truth which has 
the power to change me as a person, Meike Wetzling, 
which can turn me into someone in whom heaven is 
becoming visible and effective, fully knowing that this 
will not prevent the difficult times of life.

So now I would like to share my “discovery” with 
you. I will start with the realization that I had never fully 
understood the gospel of Christ. It seems to me that I un-
derstood this message for the first time in its enormous 
life-changing dimension and its supernatural impact it 
ought to have on our lives. 

What does it mean to be saved? What does it mean 
to have been bought with the blood of Jesus Christ? 
The first part we all know and believe in our hearts. It 
means that the price for my iniquity has been fully paid 
through the death of Jesus Christ on the cross (and what 
a wonderful cross it is and has become ours!) and I have 
received forgiveness of sins and therefore can now be 
and am reconciled to God. I am legally bought with a 
price and now belong to him (“belong” as in ownership 
as well as fellowship), instead of the devil.

This is, though, but “only” half of the gospel! We know 
that the redemption of Israel from slavery in Egypt is a 
picture for the redemption that has been accomplished 
through Jesus Christ. Israel symbolizes the church, 
Egypt represents the world, the Passah foreshadows 
the sacrificial death of Jesus Christ, the crossing of the 
Red Sea stands for the baptism, and there are many 
more parallels. God has redeemed Israel “with a mighty 
hand” and “on eagles wings” from the land of slavery. 
But the purpose for this redemption was not only to save 
them from bondage, but also to save them for freedom, 

namely to live in the land that he had promised them. A 
land that was flowing with milk and honey.

And he brought us out from thence, that he might 
bring us in, to give us the land which he sware unto 
our fathers. (Deuteronomy 6:23)

His goal for Israel was not the desert! And “just” 
being saved from the power of darkness is neither his 
goal for his people today. When Israel came out of Egypt 
and entered the desert, only the first half of his plan of 
redemption was fulfilled. The other half was to bring 
Israel into the Promised Land so they would live as a 
model nation, a colony of heaven on earth amongst all 
the other nations under the rule of their God and thereby 
displaying his character and glory to the nations around 
them. They were to be a blessing to the whole world (the 
promise was given to Abraham in Genesis 12:3) by being 
distinctly and positively different from them.

Israel was to make visible once again the image 
of God, because this image had been lost through the 
disobedience and fall of man. Man made God redun-
dant and had declared himself to be independent of his 
creator. On that day he died spiritually and in the long 
run also physically. Man had lost the purpose of his ex-
istence: to bear the image of God. From now on he had 
to live without the immediate and intimate fellowship with 
God for which he was created, and the consequence 
was – as it is today – spiritual and moral bankruptcy 
(Gen. 6: 5,6). He had lost the glory for which he was 
intended (Rom. 3:23).

Do you remember? We used to walk with our God 
in the cool of the day. We talked openly with him from 
face to face and were not ashamed. He was with us and 
we were with him, we knew no fear…

The ultimate goal of God’s plan of redemption is not 
only to reconcile man to the fellowship with him through 
the forgiveness of sins (though that alone is deeply 
humbling), God also wants to restore his image in us. 
When the world sees us, they are to see him! And this 
objective is not planned for eternity, but for now, for our 
lives today on planet earth.

The law declares to Israel how they were to live 
as a redeemed people. It had nothing to do with their 
redemption from Egypt! The law serves the purpose 
of revealing God’s character and glory and setting the 
standard that God has in mind for his people. We know 
that they failed (and so would we). Was it impossible? 
yes, it was. Nobody was able to live according to this 
standard, because we lacked the connection with God. 
So the law basically does two things: 1) it shows me 
who God is and 2) it shows me who I am. But the law 
is meant to bring me to Christ, because it points me to 
the only one in whom the standard would be fully met, 
the law would be kept (Gal. 3:24).
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Now God sent his Son Jesus Christ and in his per-
son showed us what this life that he had intended would 
look like. Jesus fully lived up to the required standard 
and therefore has brought the kingdom of heaven very 
close to us, in time as well as in space (Matt. 4:23). He 
displayed through his life the nature and glory of God and 
of what quality the fellowship with our creator originally 
was meant to be. Jesus Christ was the image of God 
on earth; he who sees him sees the father (John 14:9)! 
He was a colony of heaven on earth.

How then did Jesus do it? Why was he able to live 
as a human and be without sin? Because he was God? 
No, even though he was God, he didn’t put on his deity, 
but decided to live a fully human life (Phil. 2:6,7). Well, 
he didn’t inherit the image of Adam as the rest of us did 
(Gen. 5:3), which was the presupposition to a sinless 
life. But this life still needed to be lived! Was he able 
to live in such a way out of his own resources? Again, 
no; he was only able to live this way, because he was 
indwelled by the life of God (John 5:26) and decided 
to live in complete dependency upon this life that was 
in him. The Scriptures again and again talk about this 
dependency of the Son on the Father and how he com-
pletely fulfilled the will of the Father in this way.

Then answered Jesus and said unto them, Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, The Son can do nothing of 
himself, but what he seeth the Father do: for what 
things soever he doeth, these also doeth the Son 
likewise. (John 5:19) (see also verse 30; 12:49)
He has demonstrated to us what this relationship to 

the Father ought to look like. God was his only source, 
from which he received everything he needed. This gave 
him complete freedom from any dependency on man 
and thereby glorified God in all that he did.

In essence therefore sin is everything that does not 
originate from the relationship to the Father, but is being 
done independently from him (Rom. 14:23). Everything 
that does not come from Christ is not Christianity!

Jesus says in John 15:5, “I am the vine, ye are 
the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the 
same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can 
do nothing.” I am to live in the same kind of relationship 
with Christ that he lived in with the Father, namely full 
dependency, full trust and mutual love. Did that make 
Jesus different from the rest of the world? you bet, it did! 
And so are we to be distinctly different (without saying 
of course, in a positive way) from the world around us 
today.

Meike, in herself, will never be able to live this life 
that God has designed for her. We are not able to live 
this Christian life, just as the children of Israel were not 
able to keep the law! The forgiveness of sins through 
the cross does not change this in the least.

My old man, my flesh, profits nothing (John 6:63). I 
simply do not have the ability to do it! God knows that, 
so why is he asking it of me? With my salvation I re-
ceived the life of Christ indwelling in me and he knows 
that his Son can live this life! Only through Christ living 
in me I am able to live according to his standard (Eph. 
3:17, Rom. 8:11, etc.). Then it is no more I that live, but 
Christ lives in me! (Gal. 2:20). He calls me to present my 
body as a living sacrifice for his life to rule in me (Rom. 
6:8-13 and 12:1).

My “old man” hates to be dependant on anything or 
anybody. It will fight tooth and nail against submitting to 
the rule of Christ in my life. It would rather let me “play 
Christian” than give up its reign. Our old nature is good 
for one thing and one thing only – to be crucified. It will 
always rebel against God (Rom. 8:7), it will camouflage 
with exceptional subtlety and yet always remain the 
same. It cannot be improved, let alone be reformed. 
Our true problem is that we don’t really believe that we 
belong on the cross. We still think that we are quite okay 
and are able to offer valuable things to God. In his eyes, 
though, we have nothing to offer that is of whatsoever 
value and would be acceptable in his sight. Our situation 
is desperately hopeless without God!

But now, it is Christ dwelling in me and that ends all 
my obligations I had to my flesh. I do not have to obey it 
anymore! I am to reckon myself dead to my flesh (Rom. 
6:9-13). The power of this relationship with my old nature 
has been broken through the life of Christ! This is not the 
power of the cross, but the power of his resurrection. I 
do not have to sin! Now I have to volitionally render into 
his hands the right to rule as Lord in my life and allow 
him to live his life in me.

I can already hear you saying “yes… but a life with-
out sin is not possible, this is not available and for all of 
us it is a gradual process in growing with God.”

Well, it is true, a life without sin is not an option, be-
cause we are all born with the sinful nature of Adam and 
we all need much too long before we understand what 
Christ has come to do. And even then we many times 
are disobedient to his rule. So a sinless life indeed is not 
possible, but it is possible not to sin, since Jesus Christ, 
as Lord, lives in me. This is our Promised Land.

The Promised Land that Israel was to live in is called 
“the rest” into which God wanted to bring his people. It is 
the “Sabbath Rest” for Israel (see Hebrews 4). As God 
rested from his works, so Israel was supposed to cease 
from its own exertion. Israel has never really entered this 
land spiritually and God is still working today on bringing 
his people into this place of rest. We are to rest from our 
own works by entering the life of complete dependency 
to Jesus Christ.

Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am 
meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto 
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your souls. (Matthew 11:29)
For he that is entered into his rest, he also hath 
ceased from his own works, as God did from his.
(Hebrews 4:10)
How does this happen? It happens the same way 

everything does with God. I receive from God by faith. 
I enter this life by faith through grace. It is a completely 
different way of living, different to what the world and 
many times also the church has taught me. I was taught 
to be independent, self sufficient and in control. Christ 
tells me “give up this way of life and come to me.” It has 
a lot to do with turning from my own ways, which is also 
called repentance, with being obedient, with humbling 
myself under his rule and receiving forgiveness. That 
sounds like what happened at our salvation, doesn’t it? 
That is right, he will bring me into Canaan the same way 
he brought me out of Egypt – on dry ground, meaning at 
the lowest point of my life, where I have nothing to add 
to it any more. It happens through grace. Israel did not 
earn or deserve the right to live in this land, it was given 
to them (Deut. 7:7,8). Neither do I deserve it!

Have I arrived? I hear you ask. No, I have to be hon-
est, but I feel like standing on a mountain top and look-
ing down into this land. I can see it, I can smell it. How 
could I turn my back on it! No, I want Jesus! Therefore 
I pray, that he will take me there and make it reality in 
my life. He has promised me and I know whom I have 
believed, he will be faithful! I also pray that he reveals to 
me who I am (and he has done that in parts), and that I 
agree to the death sentence that God has spoken over 
it. I pray that I will understand what kind of freedom he 
is really offering to me! I transfer the right to my life into 
his hands.

I have wandered around in this desert long enough, 
I can’t see the Manna any more, I desire to eat of the 
fruit of the land. With all my heart I desire this life for 
myself, but also for the church of God, that we may be 
a colony of heaven on earth, on enemy territory, that we 
may show to the world how good our God is! It is difficult 
to invite people to live in the desert!

May God’s peace and joy be with you in the faith 
that we share.

Reflections on the 
first Ten Years of

Workers Together With Him

From the beginning, the ministry of WTWH has presented 
itself as a service that is committed to an honest dealing with 
the things of God. WTWH does not pleases itself in self-cho-
sen “religion,” but through the working of the Holy Spirit, the 
Scripture is interpreted and presented to mankind, not only 
in word, but also in the power of the Holy Spirit. Again and 
again, WTWH is a source of inspiration, which does not stay 
in rigid structures but follows the work of the Spirit.

WTWH is not about numbers, but an individual working 
with people, who in return use their God-given gifts for edifi-
cation, exhortation and comfort. 

May WTWH continue to be a service to the furtherance 
of the ministry of the Holy Spirit, a service of peace, a service 
in which Jesus Christ delights to be glorified!

Rudolf Illavský
Vienna, Austria

Dear Tim,
When I chose to attend the Weapons of Our Warfare 

seminar in Cornwall, England in April 2000, I did not really 
know what to expect but I recall being excited about it as I 
felt inspired by God to “give it a go” when I first heard about it 
at a fellowship in my home city of Dublin, Ireland about three 
months previously.

As I listened to the presentation of the seminar, I was 
really taken with the clarity whereby you outlined each of the 
nine gifts of the Spirit of God and the instructions regarding 
their use. By the end of the seminar I felt I was on a more firm 
footing in my walk with God and became more eager to tell 
others about the gifts and how they can be used for the glory 
of God and the benefit of each believer. I was also excited 
about experiencing the full water baptism for the first time.

Since then I know that I have grown considerably, not 
alone spiritually but also mentally and emotionally and even 
socially as well.

I have subsequently attended the Weapons of Our 
Warfare seminar a couple of times and also other seminars 
presented by you and I am now convinced that only God can 
teach His holy Word and impart spiritual truths to His elect.

I am really thankful to our Heavenly Father and His be-
loved and most obedient Son, and also yourself for contribut-
ing substantially to my life and witness.

With much love and many thanks,
In His service,
Dermot Byrne
Dublin, Ireland

The VINE & BRANCHES is distributed free of charge. Written 
contributions are encouraged and may be submitted for 
publication upon approval.  All editorial changes (except for 
proofreading) are made with the author’s consent. Please 
let us know if you wish to be added or deleted from our mail-
ing list. Also, please give notice if your address changes. 
you can receive this newsletter by email, in pdf format, or 
download it from our website. 

Visit our website at: www.wtwh.org to subscribe.
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Dear Tim, 
We, as a family have been very blessed to have been 

involved in this ministry of WTWH for the past 10 years. I 
believe Almighty God leads us in our walk of development 
and maturity.

This ministry has been developed by God through Tim’s 
dedication to develop seminars, teachings and sharings ad-
equate for his audiences. From the first time we met, we have 
found in Tim a counsellor, teacher mentor and friend.

We have developed in many ways through WTWH, and 
learned that the Bible cannot be understood by our natural 
minds but only as God reveals it to our hungry hearts by spirit 
and truth.

I personally have learned that God confirms his word by 
two or three witnesses, and this has helped me on numerous 
occasions and in times of indecision, to wait on him and that 
clarity will come.

In closing I pray that this ministry continues to grow and 
go forward in honesty, humility and love.

In His service,
Rev. Jerome Lucas
South Harrow, England

Dear Tim, 
Please receive this thank you note for all your labour of 

love toward me and my family throughout the years. As the 
word of God reassures, “God is not unrighteous to forget your 
work and labour of love, which ye have shewed toward his 
name, in that ye have ministered to the saints, and do minister” 
(Heb. 6:10). Though men are unjust at times and do forget, 
God doesn’t and I just want you to know that I haven’t forgotten 
either. How could I forget when being at the brink of despair 
having lost the way together with others from Thessaloniki 
were led to our upper room that hot summer to meet with 
the God of second chances? How could I not acknowledge 
how you humbly stepped out of the way to show us our long 
neglected lord and saviour Jesus Christ? How you ministered 
the word of God with grace and power? How you led us to 
the waters of baptism and spoke over us His divine words? 
How over the golden beach of Thassos you ordained me to 
the ministry God entrusted to me? Finally how you continue 
ministering to us by example and word, in ways seen and 
unseen, in prayer and study of the word? Thank you for be-
ing such a blessing to us all, for Workers Together With Him 
being what the name suggests, and continuing in the same 
spirit, namely the spirit of the living God.  

With love and  appreciation 
Rev. Dimitris Pelidis
Thassos, Greece

I came in contact with WTWH in 2003 in a small town of 
Kyela in southern Tanzania. Little did I know that God had 
a divine appointment for me. I attended The Weapons Of 
Our Warfare seminar. The teachings were exceptional. I had 
never attended a seminar so rich in the Word like that. While 
listening to the teachings I wondered if it would be possible 
to host this class in Uganda where I come from. I saw that 

these teachings were so much needed there, and not only 
there but the whole body of Christ in the world.

Glory be to God who gives us our hearts desires that 
are in line with his desires. In 2004 I was able to organize 
meetings for WTWH in Uganda, and since that time the Lord 
has helped me to coordinate classes for WTWH in different 
parts of Uganda, Rwanda and Kenya. I give praise to God 
for the many lives that have sat under the teachings of Rev. 
Tim and the rest of WTWH team. I know it is heaven to tell 
the fruit of this work, but I know that there are lives that have 
been change and touched.

Since meeting WTWH a lot changed in me. I started hav-
ing a balanced way of seeing scriptures. As preachers there 
many times when we get one verse and make a “big show” 
out of it without balancing it with other verses. I started dividing 
the word of truth rightly. My knowledge of the Word of God 
also increased and this changed my way of preaching.

In 2005 I had the privileged of being joined together with 
the love of my life in holy matrimony by Rev. Tim. I count this 
dear to me because this is a very important occasion in one’s 
life. ln 2007 I was ordained by the same ministry so I have 
blessed beyond words.

One of the outstanding things that I saw in all the people 
that have been coming to Africa with this ministry is their hu-
mility. We would sleep wherever God would put us, travel on 
the roughest terrain, eat food we are not used to, but it has 
all been for the Glory of God. 

In the part of the world where I live, many people hope 
to make a friend of a white person (Mzungu as we call them 
here) and then they think they have a god of provision. Deep 
within me I have always known that all people are the same 
– they have the same struggles, have financial hardships ev-
erywhere. But I had never worked closely with a Mzungu so I 
never knew if my assumptions were right. Meeting these guys 
helped me to stay with my assumption and I can happily say 
that WTWH has helped me grow in faith in God. They have 
not been my gods but they have shown me that there is a God 
who is the Father of all and he provides for his children.

Thank you WTWH for showing me that God is my Father 
and He alone has enough to provide for all his sons. May the 
Lord give you many years of blessing hearts.

Rev. Henry Musana
Kawempe, Uganda

Workers Together With Him has helped me in so many 
ways. Being a part of WTWH has helped develop my Chris-
tian life to the full, to the degree that it helps me to be a good 
example to others. Others outside fellowship come to me and 
want to know more about my Christian walk because of the 
things I show them or talk about. The fruit they see in my life  
intrigues them and they want to know how they can achieve 
the same thing.

I have been privileged to be taught in-depth about the 
gifts of spirit and many other key subjects that  all Christians 
should learn, know and put in practice which are rarely 
taught anywhere else with truth, accuracy and seriousness 
of knowing what we do now will affect our relationship with 
our heavenly Father, to whom we need to be totally relying 
upon 100% with no exceptions.
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Here in England, we manage to travel around having 
house fellowships with each other so lots of brothers and 
sisters have responsibilities to hold fellowships and teach. 
Sharing responsibility and giving is an important thing to have 
in our lives, it also gives self worth and helps build confidence 
and a sense of belonging to one Body with the same like-
minded people, led by those who are godly and able.

We are blessed to meet other deeply spiritually imbed-
ded Christians that share their love with each other showing 
respect, harmony and most important of all, God’s love. Many 
are from other countries as Workers Together With Him is an 
international Body and we are blessed to have them come to 
us or for us to go to their home countries.

We have wonderful strong fellowship with one another, 
genuine and caring. The love is second to none and so I see 
my brothers and sisters as extended family members.

I have learned how to trust in the Lord. I now trust and 
love our heavenly Father with all my heart, mind, body and 
soul, and I believe this is why I see our heavenly Father work 
wonders in my life and gives me peace where most would 
have worries, anxieties and feel troubled or loneliness.

I am deeply blessed to belong to WTWH. We have many 
dedicated teachers and preachers who achieve a lot around 
the world reaching out to others in distant lands, so the 
blessing and God’s Word may be passed on to them, their 
families and communities. They learn, accept and believe in 
our Lord, and our heavenly Father makes huge changes in 
their lives.

Cyndi Diamond
London, England

Dear Tim,
We started life with body and soul and answered God’s 

call through his Son Jesus Christ.
Now begins our life anew with that extra element of spirit. 

We are now not our own but we belong to God. Body soul 
and spirit a three part being. Our battle is now not only with 
the world outside of ourselves but the battle now rages within. 
Our old nature verses our new nature.

Because of this constant battle our path, journey our 
adventure through life can become very difficult. It is by the 
awareness of our sin nature and through repentance that we 
can truly continue to cleave unto our heavenly father and walk 
as true to our calling as we can.

Jesus Christ is the head of the One body. The body you 
and I are now a part of and have been for many years. Our 
walk has not always been straight or smooth or even true. 
But we have endeavoured with the help of our brothers and 
sisters in Christ to stay true to our calling, the path we have 
been asked by God to walk throughout our Christian lives.

We ourselves have been part of organizations within this 
One body which have proclaimed to be the way, the truth and 
the light. Other such churches are evidenced around the world 
as we speak. The grace of God is hard to comprehend or 
explain. Many people are brought to God via such churches 
and organizations. True and false doctrine is taught throughout 
the church today.

But it is in the teachings regarding the gifts of the Spirit 

where many fail. To teach the believer how to walk with God 
our heavenly Father while utilizing the gifts of the spirit and 
its many functions is certainly a testimony to the true nature 
of any teacher or organization. 

I praise God and his Son Jesus Christ that the true doc-
trine regarding the use of the gift I have been taught. This has 
happened through the ministry God has blessed or burdened 
you with, you pick. But I am blessed God put me in your path 
to be able to see the true nature of who I am in Christ.

It is certainly by my free will that I utilize this gift as I have 
been taught, and it brings me back to the beginning of this 
letter. That the battle lies within ourselves. To walk by God’s 
will in our lives is our primary goal. To do this by our free will 
is a result of our discipline and motivation to please Him who 
has called us out of this world, to stand for him and proclaim 
the Kingdom of God here on earth at this time, our lifetime. 

Thanks for the last 10 years. May you continue to run the 
race that has been set before you, as God has set you in the 
ministry of his grace.

Love,
David Waterhouse
Southampton, England

Dear brothers and sisters,
I would like to celebrate the tenth anniversary  of WTWH 

with prayers and many thanks to God and to the ministers.
Likewise I would love to share with you this story:

In Maasae land, in one of the village, lived a family of 
three children. The youngest was four years old. They all lived 
happy life. One day after dinner they all went for a sleep in 
their rooms. At midnight a thief came with fuel and a big lock.  
He locked the family inside their house and started a fire. The 
parents and the children tried to open the house to escape 
but they could not. The children cried and the parents cried 
for help. The fire began falling on their bodies and the thief 
ran away. The neighbors heard the  cries and came to the 
house. They picked up a big stone and broke the door and 
the windows and took the family to the hospital for treatment 
and they were all were saved. 

Dear sisters and brothers, that is what the devil did in 
the houses and bomas of the Maasae families in Tanzania, 
in Mwanavala, Madungulu, Mahango, Parakuyo, Mabwegere 
and Melela in Morogoro. Today we really thank Jesus for His 
love that He came down and opened the doors and windows 
of Maasae houses through Worker together With Him ministry. 
This ministry has been the hands and the instrument of Jesus 
Christ to open the doors of salvation among us Maasae. We 
have witnessed how the devil made life difficult in those vil-
lages to many families but after WTWH classes and prayers 
today they are full of life and love in the Christian faith. To-
gether with Rev. Timu in Madungulu village we saw the tears 
of happiness and love from the women after morning prayers 
and counselling. Our  prayers of thanks is for WTWH and its 
ministers. God bless you.

Rev. Paulo Kurupashi
Iringa, Tanzania
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