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I was sitting on the floor of my 
apartment trying to meditate in 
front of my makeshift altar of can-
dles, incense and a statue of Buddha 
that my Japanese grandparents had 
sent me. I was shaking like a leaf 
– not because I was cold or because 
I was facing a difficult situation but 
because of my frayed nerves. I was 
only nineteen years old and pain-
fully aware that there was some-
thing very wrong inside me. A thin 
lid of normalcy rattled over a pot of 
boiling anxiety.

A few months later I met a group 
of young people who introduced 
me to Christianity. I soon realized 
that they had something I had been 
desperately searching for, some-
thing that rendered impotent all of 
my sophisticated arguments against 
their faith. They had peace. It was 
written all over their faces. Thank 
God, before too long, so did I. 

I cannot say that my life has 
been easy since the day I became a 
Christian. I can say my life has been 
infinitely more peaceful and to me 
that is far better. My case is not 
unusual. God promises great peace 
to all who believe on him.

Great peace have they which love 
thy law: and nothing shall offend 
them [cause them to stumble].
(Psalm 119:165)
Peace, quietness and assurance 

for ever – what I was looking for – I 
found in Jesus Christ.

And the work of righteousness shall 
be peace; and the effect of righ-
teousness quietness and assurance 

The Way of Peace
By Rev. Tim Sullivan

Inside This Issue
Easter 2010 has come and gone. 

Do you ever wonder how many 
more Easters there will be before we 
meet the Lord in the air to celebrate 
his resurrection in the very best way 
possible?

For the Lord himself shall descend 
from heaven with a shout, with the 
voice of the archangel, and with the 
trump of God: and the dead in Christ 
shall rise first: Then we which are 
alive and remain shall be caught up 
together with them in the clouds, to 
meet the Lord in the air: and so shall 
we ever be with the Lord. 
(1 Thessalonians 4:16-17)
It is a pleasure to present you with 

this issue of The Vine & Branches. 
I hope you like the new format. 

“Am I My Heart’s Keeper?”, written 
by Nikos Lemonidis of Thessaloniki, 
Greece, helps us better understand 
the need to “keep your heart with all 
diligence” (Prov. 23).

Jay and Jerelyn Pearson co-wrote 
a message on Christian marriage 
titled, “They Shall be One Flesh.” It is 
packed with biblical truth and insight 
from both the male and female 
perspective.

Evan Pyle’s message, “The Liberty 
Wherewith Christ Hath Made Us 
Free,” helps us better appreciate and 
maintain in the freedom we have in 
Christ. 

“The Way of Peace” is my homage 
to what I consider to be the greatest 
benefit of the Christian faith – the 
peace of God. I pray all these articles 
minister peace and grace to you. 
God bless you!
       Tim Sullivan



Page 3The Vine & BranchesApril 2010

...the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.” (John 15:5)

for ever.  (Isaiah 32:17)
My previous condition is well 

described in the Bible:
The way of peace they know not; and 
there is no judgment in their goings: 
they have made them crooked paths: 
whosoever goeth therein shall not 
know peace.  (Isaiah 59:8)
Knowing our desperate situation, 

God sent his Son “to guide our feet 
into the way of peace” (Luke 1:79). 
You see, peace is not a destination. 
It is a way of life. When we wander 
from the way of peace, our reality 
is far removed from the promises of 
God.

We looked for peace, but no good 
came; and for a time of health, and 
behold trouble!  (Jeremiah 8:15)
Let us discover all we can about the 

way of peace, so that the testimony 
of God’s Word will be our testimony 
as well.

“MY PEACE I GIVE UNTO YOU”
Jesus came to give peace to all.
Peace I leave with you, my peace 
I give unto you: not as the world 
giveth, give I unto you.  Let not your 
heart be troubled, neither let it be 
afraid.  (John 14:27)
But what kind of peace did he bring? 

“MY peace I give,” he said. Jesus did 
not come to bring world peace. He 
came to stir up controversy.

Suppose ye that I am come to give 
peace on earth? I tell you, Nay; but 
rather division:  (Luke 12:51)
Jesus promised both peace and 

tribulation to his followers. In him, 
we will have peace. For his sake, we 
will face tribulation.

These things I have spoken unto you, 
that in me ye might have peace. In 
the world ye shall have tribulation: 
but be of good cheer; I have over-

come the world. (John 16:33)
Jesus did not come to give us peace 

with our unconverted selves. We are 
not to be complacent over the things 
that need correction in our life. We 
should be in a state of continual war 
with those things that interfere with 
our obedience to God.

Casting down imaginations, and 
every high thing that exalteth itself 
against the knowledge of God, and 
bringing into captivity every thought 
to the obedience of Christ; And 
having in a readiness to revenge all 
disobedience, when your obedience 
is fulfilled.  (2 Corinthians 10:5–6)
What peace did Jesus bring? The 

most important peace of all – peace 
with God!

THE FIVE MAJOR OFFERINGS 
IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

In the Old Testament there were 
five major offerings presented before 
God to repair man’s enmity with 
his Creator. As detailed in the book 
of Leviticus, they were the BURNT 
offering, the MEAT offering, the SIN 
offering, the TRESPASS offering, and 
the PEACE offering.

This is the law of the burnt offering, 
of the meat offering, and of the sin 
offering, and of the trespass offering, 
and of the consecrations, and of 
the sacrifice of the peace offerings; 
Which the LORD commanded Moses 
in mount Sinai, in the day that he 
commanded the children of Israel to 
offer their oblations unto the LORD, 
in the wilderness of Sinai. 
(Leviticus 7:37–38)
Each offering was a picture of the 

work of Christ, “the law having a 
shadow of good things to come, and 
not the very image of the things” 
(Heb. 10:1). The BURNT offering was 
“a burnt sacrifice, an offering made 
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by fire, of a sweet savour unto the 
LORD” (Lev. 1:17). This offering was 
a picture of CHRIST OUR REDEEMER 
who gave himself as an offering and 
sacrifice for us.

And walk in love, as Christ also hath 
loved us, and hath given himself for 
us an offering and a sacrifice to God 
for a sweetsmelling savour. 
(Ephesians 5:2)
The MEAT offering was a flatbread 

baked either in the oven, in a pan, or 
in a frying pan.

And when any will offer a meat 
offering unto the LORD, his offering 
shall be of fine flour; and he shall 
pour oil upon it, and put frankin-
cense thereon:  (Leviticus 2:1)
This offering was a picture of 

CHRIST THE BREAD OF LIFE.
I am the living bread which came 
down from heaven: if any man eat 
of this bread, he shall live for ever: 
and the bread that I will give is my 
flesh, which I will give for the life of 
the world.  (John 6:51)
The SIN offering was made for 

anyone who “hath sinned, and 
done somewhat through ignorance 
against any of the commandments 
of the LORD his God concerning 
things which should not be done, 
and is guilty” (Leviticus 4:22). This 
offering was a picture of CHRIST OUR 
RIGHTEOUSNESS. Jesus “who knew 
no sin” gave himself for us who did 
not know we were sinners.

For he hath made him to be sin for 
us, who knew no sin; that we might 
be made the righteousness of God 
in him.  (2 Corinthians 5:21)  
The TRESPASS offering was given 

for unlawful behavior, whether it 
was things that SHOULD have been 
done (sins of omission) or things that 
SHOULD NOT have been done (trans-

gressions). This offering required the 
guilty party to both “confess that he 
hath sinned in that thing” (Leviticus 
5:5), and “make amends for the harm 
that he hath done” (v. 16).

It is a trespass offering: he hath cer-
tainly trespassed against the LORD. 
(Leviticus 5:19)
The TRESPASS offering was a pic-

ture of CHRIST OUR JUSTIFICATION. 
Righteousness is God’s answer to 
our sinful condition. Justification is 
God’s answer to our sinful deeds. 

Man’s SIN is his state of enmity 
with God. Man’s TRESPASSES are 
the ungodly things he does because 
of his sin nature. The “grace of God 
that bringeth salvation” (Titus 2:11) 
covers our SIN. The “grace wherein 
we stand” covers our TRESPASSES.

Therefore being justified by faith, we 
have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ: By whom also we 
have access by faith into this grace 
wherein we stand, and rejoice in 
hope of the glory of God. 
(Romans 5:1–2)
Finally, the sacrifice of the PEACE 

offering (Lev. 3) is a picture of CHRIST 
OUR RECONCILIATION. Jesus is the 
mediator between God and men.

For there is one God, and one medi-
ator between God and men, the man 
Christ Jesus;  Who gave himself a 
ransom for all, to be testified in due 
time.  (1 Timothy 2:5–6)
He is our advocate with the 

Father.
My little children, these things write 
I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any 
man sin, we have an advocate with 
the Father, Jesus Christ the righ-
teous: And he is the propitiation for 
our sins: and not for ours only, but 
also for the sins of the whole world.
(1 John 2:1–2)  
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In the Old Testament sacrifice was 
required to win peace with God. 
Hebrews 9:22 says, “And almost all 
things are by the law purged with 
blood; and without shedding of 
blood is no remission.” Likewise, 
Jesus Christ did not win our peace 
through negotiation. He gave his 
life so that we would no longer be 
at enmity with God. Jesus purchased 
this peace for us in the same terrible 
way he paid for our sins.

But he was wounded for our trans-
gressions, he was bruised for our 
iniquities: the chastisement of our 
peace was upon him; and with his 
stripes we are healed.  (Isaiah 53:5)
Jesus forged our peace when he 

reconciled us with God through the 
blood of his cross.

And, having made peace through the 
blood of his cross, by him to recon-
cile all things unto himself; by him, I 
say, whether they be things in earth, 
or things in heaven. And you, that 
were sometime alienated and ene-
mies in your mind by wicked works, 
yet now hath he reconciled In the 
body of his flesh through death, to 
present you holy and unblameable 
and unreproveable in his sight: 
(Colossians 1:20–22)
It is difficult to fathom that we are 

“holy and unblameable and unre-
proveable in his sight.” Praise God, 
the cleansing power of his blood tri-
umphs over the stain of sin.

Jesus does more than give us 
peace. He IS our peace. He abolished 
the enmity that once separated man 
from God.

For he is our peace, who hath made 
both one, and hath broken down the 
middle wall of partition between us;  
Having abolished in his flesh the 
enmity, even the law of command-

ments contained in ordinances; for 
to make in himself of twain one new 
man, so making peace; 
(Ephesians 2:14–15)

ONE FOR ALL, ONCE FOR EVER
We Christians backslide just as 

often as our Old Testament counter-
parts. Anyone who claims otherwise 
is calling God a liar.

If we say that we have not sinned, 
we make him a liar, and his word is 
not in us. (1 John 1:10)
However, because of Christ’s com-

plete sacrifice, we do not need to 
return again and again to the altar 
of salvation. Christ was the final and 
ultimate sacrifice, once for all and 
once for ever. 

By the which will we are sanctified 
through the offering of the body of 
Jesus Christ once for all. And every 
priest standeth daily ministering 
and offering oftentimes the same 
sacrifices, which can never take 
away sins: But this man, after he had 
offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, 
sat down on the right hand of God; 
From henceforth expecting till his 
enemies be made his footstool. For 
by one offering he hath perfected 
for ever them that are sanctified.
(Hebrews 10:10–14)
In the same way that the Israelites 

renewed their offerings, we are 
renewed by God when we confess 
our sins and seek his forgiveness.

If we confess our sins, he is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
(1 John 1:9)

HOW TO ACCESS THIS PEACE
It is good to know that Jesus is our 

peace. However, it is still required of 
each Christian to walk in the way of 
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peace. How is this done? First, we 
must grow in the knowledge of God.

Grace and peace be multiplied unto 
you through the knowledge of God, 
and of Jesus our Lord, (2 Peter 1:2)
We must discipline ourselves to be 

spiritually minded.
For to be carnally minded is death; 
but to be spiritually minded is life 
and peace. (Romans 8:6)
We foster peace in our lives when 

we mind the things which are not 
seen, “for the things which are seen 
are temporal; but the things which 
are not seen are eternal” (2 Cor. 
4:18). We will continually stray from 
the way of peace until we learn to 
relinquish our cares to God 

Casting all your care upon him; for 
he careth for you. (1 Peter 5:7)
Anxiety is the fruit of self-reliance. 

A Christian who is truly a believer 
puts his trust in God. This is the kind 
of person who has peace beyond all 
reason.

Be careful for nothing; but in every 
thing by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your requests 
be made known unto God. And 
the peace of God, which passeth 
all understanding, shall keep your 
hearts and minds through Christ 
Jesus. (Philippians 4:6–7)
We must let the Prince of Peace 

rule in our hearts.
And let the peace of God rule in 
your hearts, to the which also ye 
are called in one body; and be ye 
thankful. (Colossians 3:15)
We must remember that it was not 

our works but the blood of Christ 
that gave us peace with God.

For the kingdom of God is not meat 
and drink; but righteousness, and 
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. For 

he that in these things serveth Christ 
is acceptable to God, and approved 
of men. Let us therefore follow after 
the things which make for peace, 
and things wherewith one may edify 
another. (Romans 14:17-19)
When we follow after these things, 

the working of the Holy Spirit will 
produce peace − a fruit of the Spirit 
− in our lives. Let us walk in the way 
of Jesus Christ our Peace.

For information about the min-
istry of Workers Together With Him,  
with news, class information, ser-
mons, mission photos, videos, and 
past issues of the Vine & Branches, 
please visit our website:

workerstogetherwithhim.org
or

wtwh.org 

The VINE & BRANCHES is distributed 
free of charge. Written contributions are 
encouraged and may be submitted for 
publication upon approval. All editorial 
changes (except for proofreading) are made 
with the author’s consent. Please let us know 
if you wish to be added or deleted from our 
mailing list. Also, please let us know if your 
e-mail or postal address changes.
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Stand fast therefore in the liberty 
wherewith Christ hath made us 

free, and be not entangled again 
with the yoke of bondage. 

(Galatians 5:1)
The culture and time into which I 

was born has shaped my beliefs, atti-
tudes, and world view in ways I have 
trouble comprehending. The same is 
true for all of us. We reflect the views 
of our society without realizing how 
we came to think some of the things 
we think. As an American and having 
come of age in the 1960’s, I find this 
is especially true for me regarding 
the concept of liberty. Without ever 
having reasoned it out, I came to 
think of freedom and liberty as my 
innate right to do anything I pleased. 
After all, it’s a “free country”, isn’t it?

In fact, liberty does not exist in a 
vacuum. We are not simply free. 
Biblically, we are always free from 
something, while at the same time, 
enslaved to something else. Paul 
makes this contrast clear in Romans: 

Know ye not, that to whom ye yield 
yourselves servants to obey, his 
servants ye are to whom ye obey; 
whether of sin unto death, or of 
obedience unto righteousness? But 
God be thanked, that ye were the 
servants of sin, but ye have obeyed 
from the heart that form of doctrine 
which was delivered you. Being then 
made free from sin, ye became the 
servants of righteousness. 
(Romans 6:16–18)
The question is not whether we 

are free, but from what are we free. 
Before we were saved by grace 

through faith, we were all free from 
God’s righteousness. We were slaves 
to sin, enslaved to the “motions of 
sin” (Rom. 7:5). But when we were 
saved, Christ made us “free indeed” 
from sin; and we became servants 
of righteousness. Our freedom in 
Christ does not make us free to do 
as we wish. We are made free from 
sin so we can become servants of 
righteousness.

For when ye were the servants of 
sin, ye were free from righteous-
ness. What fruit had ye then in 
those things whereof ye are now 
ashamed? for the end of those 
things is death. But now being made 
free from sin, and become servants 
to God, ye have your fruit unto holi-
ness, and the end everlasting life. 
(Romans 6:20–22)
When we were the servants of sin, 

we were in bondage. We did what 
sinners do, which is to sin. We were 
under the control of sin and it was 
our master. When Christ freed us, 
sin was no longer our master. If this 
is true why do we act like sin still has 
mastery over us? We are like slaves 
who have been officially freed but 
have not yet heard the news. When 
we hear the news we are glad, but 
stay exactly where we are because 
that is where we are comfortable, 
what we are used to. We act as if 
somebody needs to come and take 
us by the hand and lead us out, 
though we are free to simply walk 
out under our own power.

When we received Christ by faith, 
we “died with him” and our old sinful 
nature was crucified with Christ so 
we would no longer serve sin (Rom. 
6:6). As Paul said, “For he that is 
dead is freed from sin” (Rom. 6:7). 
But to walk in this freedom we must 
reckon ourselves to be “dead indeed 

By Rev. Evan B. Pyle

The Liberty Wherewith 
Christ Hath Made Us Free
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to sin, but alive unto God through 
Jesus Christ our Lord” (Rom. 6:11). 
To “reckon” means to believe and act 
like it is true. If we are no longer ser-
vants of sin, we can walk away from 
sin. Sin no longer has a claim over us. 
But we will not stop sinning simply 
because we have received Christ. If 
we live in the old, we will do what 
we always did. If we live in the new, 
if we put on Christ; his divine nature 
will be shown.

It is almost impossible to bring a 
controlling problem to a dead stop 
without replacing it with something 
else. That “something else” is the 
life of Christ. This is the “newness 
of life” spoken of in Romans 6:4. Sin 
will not simply self-destruct and go 
away. Nor will it yield to emotion 
and sorrow or theatrical shows of 
repentance. 

It is futile to attempt to clean up 
the flesh. Jesus is not a sin-plucker 
or a void-maker. He is not in the 
business of emptying, but of filling. I 
understand the frustration with the 
“sin which doth so easily beset us” 
(Heb. 12:1). We want Jesus to take 
sin away and remove it from our 
lives. We should instead be asking 
him to fill us, to flood us with the 
mighty Niagara of his love. 

There is no fear in love; but perfect 
love casteth out fear: because fear 
hath torment. He that feareth is not 
made perfect in love. (1 John 4:18) 
If our lives are filled with his love, 

there is no room for fear. If we are 
filled with love for Jesus, we will not 
love the worldly (1 John 2:15). 

The apostle Paul himself was exas-
perated with his struggle with sin, 
finally exclaiming, “Who shall deliver 
me?” We need to make Paul’s answer 
to the sin problem our answer. “I 

thank God through Jesus Christ our 
Lord” (Rom. 7:24–25).

We are emancipated from sin; we 
are free from bondage to sin. Does 
it seem too good to be true? But it is 
true. We can literally walk out on the 
devil. Satan has no more claim over 
the child of God. Sin is no longer in 
control. Yes, sin is still present in our 
flesh, but we are no longer helplessly 
under its control. However, Satan will 
never accept our departure without 
a fight. He will harass, seduce, press 
a new claim and accuse. “See? You’re 
no different now. You’re still rotten, 
selfish and weak. Quit now. Give up. 
You’re just wasting energy. It’s too 
complicated and too difficult.”

Fellow saints, those are lies! When 
the accuser raises his ugly head we 
need to reckon ourselves dead to sin 
and alive to righteousness through 
Christ. We have the victory over sin 
based on the merits of Christ’s sac-
rifice. We need to pull down those 
strongholds of defeated thinking 
and lead every thought captive to 
the obedience of Christ (2 Cor. 10:4-
5). Let us confess our sin, get back on 
our feet, and regain our momentum. 
We must stop our harmful introspec-
tion. We drain away our energy and 
momentum when we sift through 
the garbage dump of our dead, 
smelly works. Instead, we must look 
to Jesus and his work on our behalf.

Looking unto Jesus the author and 
finisher of our faith; who for the joy 
that was set before him endured 
the cross, despising the shame, and 
is set down at the right hand of the 
throne of God. For consider him that 
endured such contradiction of sin-
ners against himself, lest ye be wea-
ried and faint in your minds.
(Hebrews 12:2–3)
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They Shall Be 

By Jay and Jerelyn Pearson

One Flesh

The Bible is both a true love story 
and a true adventure story: past, 
present and future. God is wooing 
us with his love and exhorting us to 
contend in the adventure at hand. 
The stakes are paramount and the 
cost unfathomable. How important 
is marriage in the Bible? You need 
only to go to the second chapter of 
Genesis to find mention of marriage 
as one flesh.  

Therefore shall a man leave his 
father and his mother, and shall 
cleave unto his wife: and they shall 
be one flesh.  (Genesis 2:24)
Near the beginning of the New 

Testament we find Jesus performing 
his first miracle - at a marriage 
feast.

And the third day there was a mar-
riage in Cana of Galilee; and the 
mother of Jesus was there: And both 
Jesus was called, and his disciples, 
to the marriage... This beginning of 
miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, 
and manifested forth his glory; and 
his disciples believed on him.
(John 2:1–2,11)
In the Epistles we find more 

about the importance of marriage 
in Ephesians 5:22-33, which we will 
examine more closely later. Marriage 
is also mentioned in the next-to-last 
chapter of Revelation.

And I John saw the holy city, new Jeru-
salem, coming down from God out of 
heaven, prepared as a bride adorned 
for her husband.  (Revelation 21:2)
These are only a few examples 

of the many accounts of marriage 
included in this greatest love-adven-

ture story ever told. Every Christian 
will be married, possibly now to an 
earthly spouse, and certainly in the 
future, to our Lord Jesus Christ. It is 
apparent that marriage is important 
in God’s eyes.  How can we ensure 
that in our lives this union is pro-
tected and nourished? 

In the writing classes I (Jerelyn) 
teach, I emphasize revision as per-
haps the most important part of the 
writing process. The main focus of 
revision is to refine and polish the 
writing that has already begun. In 
marriage God works with us to refine 
and polish our relationship. In life as 
in writing there is always room for 
revision.

As Christian individuals we are 
enabled to grow and change. Before 
we ever existed, we were predes-
tined by God to be conformed or 
changed to the image of his Son.

For whom he did foreknow, he also 
did predestinate to be conformed 
to the image of his Son, that he 
might be the firstborn among many 
brethren.  (Romans 8:29)
This conformation is a continuous 

process of revision. How is it accom-
plished? It is the work of God.

For it is God which worketh in you 
both to will and to do of his good 
pleasure.  (Philippians 2:13) 
Where does this process take 

place? Look in the Gospel of John 
where Jesus teaches his disciples 
about the relationship between the 
vine and the branches.

Abide in me, and I in you. As the 
branch cannot bear fruit of itself, 
except it abide in the vine; no more 
can ye, except ye abide in me. I am 
the vine, ye are the branches: He 
that abideth in me, and I in him, the 
same bringeth forth much fruit: for 
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without me ye can do nothing. 
(John 15:4–5)
Without Christ, we can do nothing.   

But in him we can bring forth much 
fruit. As we abide in him (the vine) 
and he abides in us (the branches); 
and as God works in us to will and 
do of his good pleasure, conforming 
us to the image of his Son; we are 
enabled to lead fruitful lives. What 
a support system to bring to a mar-
riage relationship!

Much of what has been stated so 
far is addressed to Christian indi-
viduals and applicable to living a 
Christian life. But how do these ideas 
relate to marriage? 

It is wise to think about marriage 
long before you ever think about a 
wedding, even before you meet that 
special someone. Many obstacles can 
be avoided if you know yourself and 
the kind of qualities you should have 
in your mate. It is easy enough to be 
distracted when you know what you 
are looking for. It is almost certain if 
you are unsure to begin with. Seek 
the Lord’s guidance through prayer 
and studying his word just as you 
would for any major decision.

Once wedding plans begin, in many 
relationships the wedding becomes 
the focus of attention for so long 
that the couple may lose sight of the 
fact that the wedding is not the end 
of a journey. God’s work in us con-
tinues even after the wedding. That 
is a good thing because once the 
excitement and stress of the wed-
ding is over, the real work of building 
a marriage begins.

The Bible says of marriage, “They 
shall be one flesh.” What a wonderful 
picture of a strong union. There are 
many advantages in the “one flesh” 
relationship.

Two are better than one; because 
they have a good reward for their 
labour. For if they fall, the one will 
lift up his fellow: but woe to him that 
is alone when he falleth; for he hath 
not another to help him up. Again, 
if two lie together, then they have 
heat: but how can one be warm 
alone? And if one prevail against 
him, two shall withstand him; and a 
threefold cord is not quickly broken.
(Ecclesiastes 4:9–12)
When two come together as one, 

with Christ as the third part of the 
cord, a strong union is established 
and “not quickly broken.”

As mentioned before, revision is 
essential in order to achieve the 
most effective writing. Revision is 
also the most challenging part of the 
writing process. It’s not always fun. 
It takes focus, perseverance, hard 
work, and a willingness to change. 
But the final result is very satisfying. 
As individual Christians we are not 
guaranteed an easy life. We will 
have tribulations. This is true in mar-
riage as well. Our lives as Christians 
and our journey through marriage 
are times of great revision, building 
on truths we know in light of deeper 
truth that is revealed as we grow. 

The marriage relationship is the 
perfect place to apply all the instruc-
tions that the Bible gives for Christian 
living. However it is sometimes the 
last place where these attributes 
are evident. It is often easier to be 
nice to strangers than to members 
of our own families. Have you ever 
been (God forbid) yelling at one 
of the kids, or in an argument with 
your spouse with your voice slightly 
raised, when the phone rang? How 
easy it is to control that tone of voice 
and answer with a cheerful, “Hello!”
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The most important thing we can 
do for our family members, friends, 
and acquaintances is to seek the 
Lord daily for the fuel of life, his love. 
God’s love is our fuel. When we try to 
operate from the dregs of an empty 
tank, we begin to spit and sputter 
instead of to love. He is the only one 
who can fill us. When we are full, we 
can fill each other. We have to turn 
to him first for our nourishment and 
fulfillment.

One of the toughest battlefields we 
face as Christians is that of our own 
thoughts. Our thoughts are where 
our words and actions are born. So 
it is important to guard our thoughts 
about our mate and about our mar-
riage. Early in a romantic relation-
ship it is easy to think of our loved 
one in a positive light to the exclu-
sion of any flaws. As time passes 
reality sets in, and the stresses 
of life intrude on the honeymoon 
atmosphere. Even some of those 
initially endearing attributes can 
become annoying. Complaining and 
criticizing will become contagious. It 
is important to remain encouraging 
and supportive of your spouse. The 
Bible gives instruction in controlling 
our thoughts. It tells us to think on 
these things:

Finally, brethren, whatsoever things 
are true, whatsoever things are 
honest, whatsoever things are just, 
whatsoever things are pure, what-
soever things are lovely, whatsoever 
things are of good report; if there be 
any virtue, and if there be any praise, 
think on these things. 
(Philippians 4:8)
Marriage requires us to make many 

decisions. We won’t always agree on 
everything. Disagreements can lead 
to arguments. To resolve differences, 
couples are often advised to nego-

tiate. The problem with negotiation 
starts with the spelling: negotiation 
begins like negative. It comes from 
the Latin negotiatus, past participle 
of negotaire, meaning “to carry on 
business.” Clearly a marriage is not a 
business where each party seeks to 
profit from the other.

Collaboration is a much better 
approach to problem solving. It is 
better to labor together (co-labor) as 
a couple to solve a problem than to 
negotiate against each other for per-
sonal benefit. It is only when at least 
one person introduces love into the 
mix that anger can be diffused. It is 
better to ask, “What can I do to help 
in this situation?” than “What can I 
get him/her to do for me?”

Many couples have bought into the 
popular idea that marriage should be 
a 50-50 relationship. Nothing could be 
further from the truth. Ideally, mar-
riage requires 100% of each spouse. 
When either partner is unable to do 
his or her part, the other can carry 
the burden and be an encourager. 
Marriage is not a score-keeping 
competition. Marriage is a coopera-
tive relationship in which each party 
seeks the best for the other and the 
union as a whole.

This is not to say that there 
shouldn’t be disagreements. There 
will definitely be disagreements. So 
how can disagreements be resolved? 
They can be resolved the same way 
agreements are made: by regarding 
other as better than self.  Remember, 
in marriage we are one flesh!

Let nothing be done through strife or 
vainglory; but in lowliness of mind 
let each esteem other better than 
themselves. Look not every man on 
his own things, but every man also 
on the things of others. Let this mind 
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be in you, which was also in Christ 
Jesus:  (Philippians 2:3–5)
Negotiation involves both strife 

and vainglory. Each is seeking his or 
her own best interest. In a marriage 
we need to consider our mate’s best 
interest as our own. Begin each day 
asking, “How can I bless my mate 
today? What can I do today that will 
show him or her my love?”

Have you ever been certain that 
you know clearly what is wrong with 
your partner and exactly what he 
or she needs to do about it? Before 
allowing your thoughts to become 
words and deeds, it would be a good 
idea to take a step back. Remember 
that the one who is working in you 
“to will and do of his good plea-
sure” is working in your spouse too!  
Sometimes it takes patience to allow 
our partner time to respond to the 
Lord’s working. Sometimes we get 
so intent on fixing our partner or 
the situation or circumstance, that 
we forget where we abide and who 
abides in us as individuals and in 
our marriage. Return to the vine for 
nourishment before you get too far 
out on a limb. 

Marriage is a continuous process 
of getting to know each other better 
as individuals as we grow in love 
with the Lord. Men and women are 
different. There are a few general 
observations that might be helpful 
to know about the needs of each.

WHAT DO WOMEN WANT?
1. To be loved, admired, cherished, and 

chosen.
This is not a one-time desire. It 
takes constant expression.

2. To be needed and valued. 
Not just to bring you a snack, but 
in decisions small and great.

3. To hear that you love her.
Often is not enough. Maybe “sev-
enty times seven” times a day?

4. To be protected.
To know that when she cries out 
from her tower window, you 
will be there to rescue her from 
danger.

5. One of her biggest fears is the fear of 
abandonment.

WHAT DO MEN WANT?
1. Affirmation.  

Support, and confidence in his 
ability.

2. Respect in your eyes. 
That he is your knight in shining 
armor and did a great job slaying 
those dragons.

3. That you’ll be by his side even when he 
makes a mistake. And that it won’t be 
viewed as permanent.

4. That you’ll have his back for protec-
tion, and not talk behind it.

5. One of his biggest fears is to be a fail-
ure, especially in your eyes.

Man and woman can become one 
flesh in marriage because woman 
was taken out of man. They were 
one flesh to begin with. Greater light 
is shed on this subject in Ephesians 
5:30-31. We, both woman and man, 
are members of his (Christ’s) body.  

For we are members of his body, of 
his flesh, and of his bones. For this 
cause shall a man leave his father 
and mother, and shall be joined unto 
his wife, and they two shall be one 
flesh. (Ephesians 5:30–31)
Chapter five of Ephesians begins 

with Paul speaking to Gentile 
believers, exhorting them to be 
followers of God: walking in love; 
avoiding deception and darkness; 
speaking, singing, and giving thanks 
to God; and submitting them-
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selves one to another. In verse 22 
he begins to specifically address 
wives and husbands, giving them 
special instructions. In this passage 
God uses marriage as an example 
to explain the relationship of Christ 
to the Church. At the same time he 
also uses Christ’s relationship with 
the church to show what a Christian 
marriage should look like. Just as God 
predestined us to be conformed to 
the image of Christ, he also works to 
conform our marriages to the image 
of that relationship between Christ 
and the church.

We recommend that you read 
Ephesians 5:22-33 from two different 
perspectives. First read it from the 
view point of your spouse. Pretend 
that you are reading through his or 
her eyes and understanding. Then 
reread it as yourself, as though you 
are standing before God accounting 
for your actions.

The opportunity to be part of a 
Christian marriage is a great privi-
lege and responsibility. May your life 
and marriage be enriched with God’s 
blessings.

Am I My Heart’s

By Nikos Lemonidis

Keeper?

When asked by the Lord where his 
brother was, Cain lied, answering the 
Lord’s question with a question: “Am 
I my brother’s keeper?” (Gen. 4:9b).

Before we rush to discard Cain as 
a bad person, let us remember that 
in many ways, we are closer to him 
than we are to Adam. Cain is the first 
man who was born of a woman. He 
never lived in paradise, and he had 
to offer sacrifices to the Lord seeking 
his acceptance. 

The Lord forewarned Cain that he 
had the option, the freedom of will, 
to do well or not.

If thou doest well, shalt thou not 
be accepted? and if thou doest not 
well, sin lieth at the door. 
(Genesis 4:7a)
This choice is valid for all humans.
I call heaven and earth to record 
this day against you, that I have set 
before you life and death, blessing 
and cursing: therefore choose life. 
(Deuteronomy 30:19)
Why is sin lying at a man’s door? 

It is because a man must open the 
door and let sin in. Cain allowed sin 
in and became the first murderer.

When tempted in the desert, Jesus 
faced three devilish suggestions (see 
Matthew 4:1-11 and Luke 4:1-13). His 
response to two was “It is written.” 
But when Satan suggested that Jesus 
gain the kingdoms of the world by 
worshipping him, Jesus rebuked him. 

Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee 
hence, Satan... (Matthew 4:10a)
Surprisingly, this same expression 

was used by Jesus when speaking to 

If there is a topic that you 
would like to see explored 
in The VINE & BRANCHES, 
please write to us at: 

         info@wtwh.org
We will do our best to 

provide a thorough response 
that is Christ-centered 
and scripturally sound.
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one of his closest disciples.
But he turned, and said unto Peter, 
Get thee behind me, Satan: thou 
art an offence unto me: for thou 
savourest not the things that be of 
God, but those that be of men... 
(Matthew 16:23a)
At the time of this incident, Jesus 

was informing his disciples of the 
death he was to suffer at the hands 
of the priests and scribes.

Then Peter took him, and began to 
rebuke him, saying, Be it far from 
thee, Lord: this shall not be unto 
thee.  (Matthew 16:22)
In essence, Peter was saying, “Spare 

yourself, Lord!” Had Jesus accepted 
Peter’s suggestion (disguised as 
Peter’s own thought behind a cloak 
of good intention) it would have cost 
our very salvation. Yet Peter was not 
Satan. Why did Jesus rebuke him as 
though he were? After Pentecost, 
Peter knew the answer.

But Peter said, Ananias, why hath 
Satan filled thine heart to lie... 
(Acts 5:3a)
The first and second Adam shared 

a privilege. They started in life with a 
pure heart and had entry to God.

Blessed are the pure in heart: for 
they shall see God.  (Matthew 5:8)
Since the time of man’s fall, there 

is a problem: sin is everywhere.
Wherefore, as by one man sin 
entered into the world... 
(Romans 5:12a)
…the whole world lieth in wicked-
ness.  (1 John 5:19) 
Even our Savior was tempted yet 

without sin. Sin could tempt his mind 
but could not enter in his heart.

Who can say, I have made my heart 
clean, I am pure from my sin? 
(Proverbs 20:9)

Who? Only the second Adam, Jesus 
Christ. It is written:

Thy word have I hid in mine heart, 
that I might not sin against thee.
(Psalm 119:11)  
Where was Peter’s offence formed? 

In the place where all thoughts are 
formed - in his mind. David faced a 
similar challenge.

And Satan stood up against Israel, 
and provoked David to number 
Israel.  (1 Chronicles 21:1)
The Bible in Plain English translates 

this verse, “Now Satan, designing evil 
against Israel, put into David’s mind 
the impulse to take the number of 
Israel.” 

To escape from Peter’s mouth, his 
offence needed to have been first in 
his heart, “for out of the abundance 
of the heart the mouth speaketh” 
(Matt. 12:34b).

The biblical heart is not the blood 
pump but where our governing 
thoughts abide.

...I will put my laws into their mind, 
and write them in their hearts: and I 
will be to them a God, and they shall 
be to me a people: (Hebrews 8:10b)
The heart is an inner part of the 

mind as the womb is an inner part of 
a woman’s body. 

…God also gave them up to …the 
lusts of their hearts. (Romans 1:24)
Then when lust hath conceived, it 
bringeth forth sin...  (James 1:15a)
Once sin enters into a man’s heart 

the only thing that separates sin 
from manifesting is time (from con-
ception to birth).

Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that 
entereth not by the door into the 
sheepfold, but climbeth up some 
other way, the same is a thief and a 
robber.  (John 10:1)
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Jesus Christ will not trespass on your 
heart. You must let him enter through 
the door. He expects the porter of 
our free will to open the door from 
the inside when he knocks.

Behold, I stand at the door, and 
knock: if any man hear my voice, 
and open the door, I will come in to 
him, and will sup with him, and he 
with me.  (Revelation 3:20)
But he that entereth in by the door 
is the shepherd of the sheep. To him 
the porter openeth... (John 10:2-3a)
A journey with Jesus Christ begins 

as simply as this:
…if thou shalt confess with thy mouth 
the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in 
thine heart that God hath raised him 
from the dead…  (Romans 10:9)
At that moment the nature of 

fallen Adam, a heart that is “deceitful 
above all things and desperately 
wicked” (Jer 17:9) is overthrown.

But he that lacketh these things is 
blind, and cannot see afar off, and 
hath forgotten that he was purged 
from his old sins.  (2 Peter 1:9)
Paul reminds the saved Christians 

of their past conversation “fulfilling 
the desires of the flesh and of the 
mind” (Eph. 2:2), and warns them 
that this is not the end of sin-pro-
voking thoughts.

Casting down imaginations, and 
every high thing that exalteth itself 
against the knowledge of God, and 
bringing into captivity every thought 
to the obedience of Christ;
(2 Corinthians 10:5)
Jesus said to those who believed 

on him:
…If ye continue in my word, then are 
ye my disciples indeed; And ye shall 
know the truth, and the truth shall 
make you free.  (John 8.31–32)

Just a few verses later Jesus clari-
fies the bondage from which we are 
freed.

Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, 
I say unto you, Whosoever com-
mitteth sin is the servant of sin.
(John 8:34)
To continue in his word implies time.
But that on the good ground are they, 
which in an honest and good heart, 
having heard the word, keep it, and 
bring forth fruit with patience.
(Luke 8:15)
As we strive to keep the word we 

will face mental pressure. In the 
Proverbs it is established that you 
cannot leave yourself unprotected.

He that hath no rule over his own 
spirit is like a city that is broken 
down, and without walls. 
(Proverbs 25:28)
...he that ruleth his spirit [is better] 
than he that taketh a city. 
(Proverbs 16:32)
We cannot make it on our own. We 

need Christ to reign in our hearts.
...except the LORD keep the city, the 
watchman waketh but in vain. 
(Psalm 127:1b)
Will our tribulations be our 

undoing? Or will we overcome 
having the mind of Christ?

…In the world ye shall have tribula-
tion: but be of good cheer; I have 
overcome the world. (John 16:33b)
Let us do our part. 
Keep thy heart with all diligence; for 
out of it are the issues of life. 
(Proverbs 4:23) 
Remember that it is written:
I the LORD search the heart, I try 
the reins, even to give every man 
according to his ways, and according 
to the fruit of his doings. 
(Jeremiah 17:10)
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