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“I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him...
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...the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.” (John 15:5)

“Hide me under the shadow 
of thy wings,” says Psalm 17:8. 
Until recently I never considered 
the deeper meaning of this verse 
beyond its poetic depiction of the 
protection and comfort of the Lord. 
“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem,” Jesus 
said in Matthew 23:37, “how often 
would I have gathered thy children 
together, even as a hen gathereth 
her chickens under her wings!” The 
imagery is beautiful. But as in all 
things of God, the more closely we 
examine it, the more splendor we 
see.

Three months after Moses led the 
Israelites out of Egypt they reached 
the Wilderness of Sinai where they 
settled for about a year. During this 
remarkable time the Lord brought 
Moses up into the mount for in-
struction in righteousness.
And Moses went into the midst 
of the cloud, and gat him up into 
the mount: and Moses was in the 
mount forty days and forty nights.
(Exodus 24:18)
The Lord gave Moses “tables of 

stone, and a law, and command-
ments” (v. 12). He also gave Moses 
the revelation for the Tabernacle in 
the wilderness and “all the instru-
ments thereof,” including the ark of 
the covenant and the mercy seat.
According to all that I shew thee, 
after the pattern of the tabernacle, 
and the pattern of all the instru-
ments thereof, even so shall ye 
make it.  (Exodus 25:9)

By REv. TIM SULLIvAn

Under the Shadow 
of Thy Wings

Founder, WTWH

The ark of the covenant was a 
wooden chest overlaid with gold, 
built to house “the golden pot that 
had manna, and Aaron’s rod that 
budded, and the tables of the cov-
enant” (Heb. 9:4). Atop it sat the 
mercy seat. (The mercy seat was 
not a place to sit down; it was a lid 
to cover the ark.) The mercy seat 
was adorned with the figures of 
two golden cherubims. 
And the cherubims spread out 
their wings on high, and covered 
with their wings over the mercy 
seat, with their faces one to 
another; even to the mercy seat-
ward were the faces of the cheru-
bims.  (Exodus 37:9)
The cherubims were winged 

angels like those that guarded the 
tree of life in the garden of Eden.
So he drove out the man; and he 
placed at the east of the garden 
of Eden Cherubims, and a flaming 
sword which turned every way, to 
keep the way of the tree of life. 
(Genesis 3:24)
God instructed Moses to tell the 

children of Israel, “I will commune 
with thee from above the mercy 
seat, from between the two cheru-
bims which are upon the ark of the 
testimony” (Exodus 25:22). 

Once a year, on the Day of Atone-
ment, the high priest was allowed 
past the veil into “the most holy 
place” where the ark was (the 
KJv Bible does not use the popu-
lar term, “the holy of holies.”). 1 
Kings records the first time this 
took place in the temple built by 
Solomon. 
And the priests brought in the ark 
of the covenant of the LORD unto 
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his place, into the oracle of the 
house, to the most holy place, even 
under the wings of the cherubims.
(1 Kings 8:6)
People like to say that you can’t 

put God in a box. But if there were 
ever a box that could contain eter-
nal truth, it was the ark of the cov-
enant. Every detail tells the story 
of man’s redemption through the 
blood of Jesus Christ.  

There are far too many truths 
than can be addressed in this one 
article. But even now the picture 
should be clearer to you: God com-
muned with man “under the wings 
of the cherubims” – under the 
wings of the mercy seat. you and I 
meet God under the shadow of his 
wings of mercy!
Keep me as the apple of the eye, 
hide me under the shadow of thy 
wings... (Psalm 17:8)
Galatians 3:24 says that “the law 

was our schoolmaster to bring us 
unto Christ, that we might be justi-
fied by faith.” The ark of the cov-
enant represented the righteous-
ness of God. no human being could 
meet its standard. The mercy seat, 
sprinkled with the blood of atone-
ment, made it possible for man to 
approach God. It is only because 
of God’s mercy that we can stand 
before him. If not for mercy, we 
would all be consumed.
It is of the LORD’S mercies that we 
are not consumed, because his 
compassions fail not. They are new 
every morning: great is thy faith-
fulness.  (Lamentations 3:22–23)
Jesus is God “manifest in the flesh” 

(1 Tim. 3:16). He is the righteous-
ness of God personified, but he is 

also the mercy of God personified. 
He is the mercy seat that allows us 
access into God’s presence. 
Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, 
the truth, and the life: no man 
cometh unto the Father, but by 
me.  (John 14:6)
In the shadow of his wings we 

find God’s mercy. 
Be merciful unto me, O God, be 
merciful unto me: for my soul 
trusteth in thee: yea, in the shadow 
of thy wings will I make my refuge, 
until these calamities be overpast.
(Psalm 57:1)
We who are weak, sinful, and 

inadequate can find rest under 
his wings, knowing “his mercy en-
dureth for ever” (Ps. 118:29).
How excellent is thy lovingkind-
ness, O God! therefore the children 
of men put their trust under the 
shadow of thy wings.  (Psalm 36:7)
He shall cover thee with his 
feathers, and under his wings shalt 
thou trust: his truth shall be thy 
shield and buckler.  (Psalm 91:4)
Under the shadow of his wings 

we find help in our time of need.
Because thou hast been my help, 
therefore in the shadow of thy 
wings will I rejoice.  (Psalm 63:7)
Under the wings of his mercy we 

find healing.
But unto you that fear my name 
shall the Sun of righteousness 
arise with healing in his wings; and 
ye shall go forth, and grow up as 
calves of the stall.  (Malachi 4:2)
And under his wings of mercy we 

will abide in his tabernacle forever.
I will abide in thy tabernacle for 
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ever: I will trust in the covert of thy 
wings. Selah.  (Psalm 61:4)
By reason of “the multitude of 

[God’s] tender mercies” (Ps. 69:16), 
the Lord calls out to even his most 
rebellious children (put your name 
here!) to find refuge under his 
wings.
O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, which 
killest the prophets, and stonest 
them that are sent unto thee; how 
often would I have gathered thy 
children together, as a hen doth 
gather her brood under her wings, 
and ye would not!  (Luke 13:34)
Hide me, Lord Jesus, under the 

shadow of thy wings. Let me find 
refuge in your mercies forever.

Amen!

By REv. EvAn B. PyLE

Refuge in Christ

Head Pastor, WTWH

…and the LORD shut him in. 
Genesis 7:16

A feeling of uncertainty and 
anxiety seems to have come over 
our society of late. Signs seem to 
be pointing to trying times ahead. 
Even if the troubles never arrive, 
it is certain that the world will in-
crease in darkness and that “evil 
men and seducers will wax worse 
and worse” until a time of judg-
ment from heaven arrives on the 
earth (2 Tim. 3:13).

How is the Christian believer to 
prepare for approaching storm 
clouds? Do you recall when the 
year 2000 was approaching? There 
were nervous predictions of a 
worldwide technology meltdown. 
Preparing for the worst, some 
people stockpiled emergency ra-
tions, water, survival supplies, and 
even firearms. Some Christians 
have reacted to the present un-
certainty in the same way. Is this 
how God would have us prepare 
for ourselves, our families, and our 
churches?

If you think it best to stockpile 
survival supplies for a time of 
trouble, by all means do so. But 
our preparations will be for naught 
if we do not first flee to Christ for 
refuge.  no fortress or citadel could 
have been stout enough or safe 
enough to protect the people in 
noah’s time, but noah found grace 
in the eyes of the Lord.

In noah’s day people were living, 
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marrying, raising families, and 
dying without giving a thought to 
the catastrophic judgment that was 
just around the corner. Regardless 
of their status in society or of how 
well or ill-prepared they may have 
been, all were swept away in the 
waters of judgment that God sent 
on the earth. The only safe place 
anywhere was in the ark. We, too, 
need to be “in the ark” lest we 
be overcome by the flood of evil 
sweeping the earth.
And the LORD said unto noah, 
Come thou and all thy house into 
the ark; for thee have I seen righ-
teous before me in this genera-
tion.  (Genesis 7:1)
The ark is a picture of Christ. The 

righteous flee to Christ for refuge 
and are saved. The same water that 
condemned sinful man lifted up 
and carried noah and his passen-
gers to safety and a new life. Only 
in Christ are believers safe. Only in 
Christ do we have a new life.
Be merciful unto me, O God, be 
merciful unto me: for my soul 
trusteth in thee: yea, in the shadow 
of thy wings will I make my refuge, 
until these calamities be overpast.
(Psalm 57:1)
The “shadow of thy wings” refers 

to the cherubim adorning the 
mercy seat on the ark of the cove-
nant. In God’s mercy there is refuge 
from life’s calamities. Flee to Christ 
and be “found in him”, not having 
your own righteousness, but the 
righteousness of God through faith 
in Christ.
But I will sing of thy power; yea, I 
will sing aloud of thy mercy in the 
morning: for thou hast been my 

defence and refuge in the day of 
my trouble.  (Psalm 59:16)
Self-reliant man wants to turn 

and bravely face the trouble, the 
advancing calamity, the imminent 
danger. Saints, there is no turn-
ing around and facing Pharaoh’s 
army. God’s directive to Israel was 
to flee, along the path he made for 
them, into a new life. We have sins 
and troubles from which to flee 
and they can seem so powerful 
and dominating that we feel help-
less before them. But we have one 
much greater into whose safety we 
can flee. In Jesus, our trials and our 
troubles simply lift us ever higher 
and help us along the way to living 
out this new and blessed Christian 
life.

Once noah, along with his family, 
the animals, and the provisions 
were in the ark, the Lord shut them 
in (Gen. 7:16). not only did God 
shut the door, but he also sealed 
it. Without God’s seal, water would 
have leaked in and sunk the ark. If 
your boat is sinking, don’t blame 
the water! Are you safely within 
the refuge of Christ? Have you 
been sealed with the Holy Spirit 
(Eph. 1:13), assuring you of safe ar-
rival on the shores of eternity?

In Christ, we are safe from 
condemnation.
There is therefore now no condem-
nation to them which are in Christ 
Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, 
but after the Spirit.  (Romans 8:1)
This scripture has been misinter-

preted by some to say that Chris-
tians should not condemn them-
selves when they sin, meaning they 
should not feel guilty. Oh my good-
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ness, no! Unless we have a seared 
conscience, we should always feel 
badly when we sin and displease 
the Lord, whom we want to please 
above all others. When we sin, we 
should flee to Christ with all haste. 
In him, in Jesus’ precious blood, 
there is refuge from all that is un-
godly and stained by sin. 

To be in Christ (Rom. 8:1) is not a 
state that some have called being 
“in fellowship.” That concept is 
unknown in the scriptures. Some 
may feel more comfortable calling 
sin “broken fellowship.” The term 
blunts the ugliness of sin and the 
offence against God that it is. In 
Christ is not a state of being, nor a 
particular place, but a Person, Jesus 
our Lord. He is our refuge in time of 
trouble, not our ticket to comfort-
able “self-actualization”.

In Christ we are free, not to do 
just as we please, but to “please 
him who hath called us.” Those 
within the walls of the ark were 
“free” from the death that con-
sumed all others in the flood. Even 
so, in Christ we are free from the 
law of sin and death. Only within 
these walls are Christians truly 
free.
For the law of the Spirit of life in 
Christ Jesus hath made me free 
from the law of sin and death.
(Romans 8:2)
In Christ, believers are separated 

from the sin and death that is in 
the world in much the same way 
that noah and his family were sep-
arated from the flood by the ark. 
This separation is what the Bible 
calls sanctification. 
But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, 

who of God is made unto us 
wisdom, and righteousness, and 
sanctification, and redemption. 
(1 Corinthians 1:30)
Even though union with Christ 

has separated us from the world, it 
has not removed us from the world 
with its sin and temptation. Even 
Christ was tempted in all points 
such as we are, yet without sin. 
no matter what the temptation, 
he has given us a way to escape (1 
Cor. 10:13). The Lord instructs us to 
flee fornication (1 Cor. 6:18), youth-
ful lusts (2 Tim. 2:22), the love of 
money (1 Tim. 6:11), and idolatry 
(1 Cor. 10:14). The Lord is our high 
tower, as said the Psalmist, and the 
righteous flee into it and are saved. 
Whatever the temptation, flee to 
Christ for refuge.

We are not alone in this spiritual 
ark, but are traveling together with 
many others on our journey. The 
Church is Christ’s precious bride, 
“sanctified in Christ Jesus” (1 Cor. 
1:2). Satan wants us to think we are 
facing our trials and temptations 
alone. Remember that “we, being 
many, are one body in Christ, and 
every one members one of anoth-
er” (Rom. 12:5). When our hearts 
fail us, we can lean on one another 
and gain courage from one another. 
Those that isolate themselves from 
the body of Christ are easy prey for 
Satan’s ravening wolves. Together, 
as a church, let us flee to Christ in 
our time of distress. He has sealed 
us, and the floods of evil cannot 
penetrate the unction of the Holy 
Spirit.
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As far as the east is from the west, 
so far has God removed our trans-
gressions from us. Godly forgive-
ness is truly wonderful. The Lord 
not only forgives but also forgets 
the sins we confess before him. It is 
this type of forgiveness that allows 
us to experience God’s love. For 
us to love after the same pattern, 
we must forgive without keeping 
score. Each of our hearts should 
be one that seeks pardon for our 
brothers and sisters, one that looks 
to see that evil may be overcome 
with the truth of the gospel. This 
may be at some cost to us, but 
the Lord is our supply, and his joy 
is our strength. We are not agents 
of strife, we are ambassadors of 
peace, and as such we apply the 
divine law of love – the love which 
covers a multitude of sins. Our af-
fairs must be conducted with dis-
cretion so that we avoid injury to 
others. We are encouraged to be 
zealous of good works, so surely 
this is an important part of our con-
duct. Let us be holy, for he is holy. 
Let us trust in our saviour, who was 
given to us to always be with us. 
His thoughts and actions towards 
us cannot be recounted, his good-
ness to us cannot be numbered. His 
name is Wonderful, Counselor, the 
mighty God, the everlasting Father, 
the Prince of Peace. Amen.

From the “From the Pulpit” newsletter distrib-
uted by the International Church of Berne. you 
are most welcome at their church services. For 
more information, or to be added to the ICB mail-
ing list, write to info@theicb.ch.

By REv. DAvID MAnTOCK
Forgiveness

Pastor, International Church of Berne
Schüpfen, Switzerland

“Precept Upon Precept, Line Upon Line”                W
TW
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Do you ever get frustrated when 
you share your faith with the not-
quite-saved though dearly-beloved 
people in your life?

Sometimes we have these mo-
ments of wonderful enlightenment 
from the Lord. When we share 
what we learned with our brothers 
and sisters in Christ, we can see the 
sparkle in their eyes. We can almost 
hear their heartbeats accelerate. 
What usually follows is praise. God 
is real and his Word is alive, power-
ful, and timely! But what happens 
when we take our overflowing 
hearts to one of those not-quite-
saved-but-beloved folk and try to 
share the same excitement? What 
usually follows is a blank response 
at best, or an “I don’t know of any 
such God and therefore it doesn’t 
exist!” at worst.
And when they heard of the resur-
rection of the dead, some mocked: 
and others said, We will hear thee 
again of this matter.  (Acts 17:32)
How do we feel about such a re-

sponse? It can hit us like a tsunami, 
make us want to vow never to men-
tion “the subject” again, and start 
talking about the weather.

Moses had a similar experience. 
During his awesome burning bush 
encounter, God promised to deliv-
er the Israelites from Egyptian op-
pression. All Moses had to do was 
to go to the Pharaoh and tell him to 
let the Lord’s people go. 

When Moses shared this with 
his brother Aaron and with their 
fellow Israelites, they believed his 
words and worshiped God. Then 
Moses and Aaron went to tell Pha-
raoh. How did the king of Egypt 
respond?
And Pharaoh said, Who is the 
LORD, that I should obey his voice 
to let Israel go? I know not the 
LORD, neither will I let Israel go....
And the king of Egypt said unto 
them, Wherefore do ye, Moses 
and Aaron, let the people from 
their works? get you unto your 
burdens. (Exodus 5:2, 4)
The Message Bible paraphrases 

his words this way: “Why on earth, 
Moses and Aaron, would you sug-
gest the people be given a holiday? 
Back to work!” 

Moses and the Israelites might 
have been tempted to give up, bow 
to Pharaoh, and continue in slav-
ery. When Moses said “I can’t,” it 
was God who said “But I am.”

The early apostles were forbidden 
by the religious leaders “to speak at 
all nor teach in the name of Jesus” 
(Acts 4:18). How did they respond? 
They prayed for more boldness, 
knowing that they “ought to obey 
God rather than men” (Acts 29).  

As Christians living in this evil 
world, we must keep a living and 
loving relationship with the one 
true and faithful God. Hold fast to 
what God promised you without 
compromise. Pursue the Lord with 
all your heart and focus on him 
only. Stay focused! It is the melody 
of the Promised Land that enables 
us to dance.

Stay Focused

Kronberg, Germany

By AnDREA KIOULACHOGLOU
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Who of us has never made a mis-
take? Even though we do our best 
in raising a family, at our jobs, and in 
our Christian walk, we are doomed 
to make mistakes and fail. I would 
like to show you some people in 
the Bible who carried on even after 
they stumbled. 

Recently I sold the shop I had 
run for over ten years. For the first 
time in a long time I faced the pres-
sure of going on job interviews. I 
soon realized that no matter my 
resume and work experience, what 
really counted was how I handled 
pressure. 

In the three years Jesus was with 
his disciples, they faced some very 
challenging situations. Still, the 
Lord was always there with them. 
But in Mark 14, the disciples faced 
the greatest pressure since their 
time with Christ began. The Lord 
would be soon be leaving them. 
Their “work experience” with Jesus 
would be simply a part of their past. 
Soon they would face the pressure 
of walking in faith without him 
there bodily to guide them.

As the feast of the Passover drew 
near, Jesus spent time in Bethany. 
When a woman anointed his head 
with precious oil, some of the 
people became indignant and ac-
cused her of waste (see Mark 14:1-
9). They failed to appreciate the 
meaning of the ritual. Jesus had 
told them that he was about to die. 
Even today in Switzerland, when 

someone is about to die, a priest is 
called in to perform the “last rites” 
which include an anointing with oil. 
This woman offered her finest oil. 
How much is the gospel worth to 
me? Am I ready to give up some-
thing so precious for Christ? Judas 
sold his loyalty for much less!

Before and during the Passover 
meal, Jesus showed he was very 
much in control of the situation. 
He told his disciples exactly where 
to go and what to say to secure the 
location for the meal. 
And his disciples went forth, and 
came into the city, and found as he 
had said unto them: and they made 
ready the passover.  (Mark 14:16)
He indicated that he knew who 

would betray him:
And he answered and said unto 
them, It is one of the twelve, that 
dippeth with me in the dish. (v. 20)
But think about this: in the Orient 

everyone dips their hand in the 
same bowl. Was Jesus letting them 
know it could have been any of 
them? He could have easily iden-
tified Judas and set the others 
against him. Twelve to one are bad 
odds! But Jesus gave Judas one last 
chance to repent.

Later that evening Jesus told the 
eleven who remained, “All ye shall 
be offended because of me this 
night: for it is written, I will smite 
the shepherd, and the sheep shall 
be scattered” (v. 27). you will all fall 
away. you will all fail.

This was something Peter did 
not like to hear. He knew he was 
not perfect. He knew he had 
messed up before. Sorry, Jesus (we 
can imagine him saying). You are 

By DAnIEL BUCHER

Facing Failure
Walenstadt, Switzerland
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wrong. I forsook everything I had 
to follow you. I will not fall away. 
Of course we all know how things 
turned out.

It’s easy to make big vows when 
you are in Church. But once you are 
back in the world, it’s not so easy 
to keep your vows. now you have 
a million other problems to look 
after. Out in the world is where the 
real pressure comes.

verses 66 to 72 record Peter’s 
three denials. It is so easy to sit 
back and say “What a loser!” But 
what Mark’s gospel really shows us 
is we have much more in common 
with Peter that we realize. When-
ever we fail to share our faith be-
cause we are afraid of what people 
might say about us, we are denying 
the Lordship of Christ. Whenever 
we choose to do what we know is 
wrong instead of what we know is 
right, we are denying the Lordship 
of Christ. Whenever we trust in our 
understanding instead of trusting 
in his understanding, we are deny-
ing the Lordship of Christ.

And once we realize that we have 
denied Christ, it is our turn to weep 
before the Lord! We need the heart 
of Peter to seek forgiveness for our 
sins. you can’t just go saying, “God 
loves failures, so I’m just going to 
keep messing up and let God clean 
up after me.” you have to give your 
failures to God. you have to say, 
“Lord, I have messed up! I really 
blew it! And I want to apologize 
from the bottom of my heart.” 
Proverbs 28:13 says that “Whoever 
conceals his sins will not prosper, 
but whoever confesses and for-
sakes them finds mercy.”

When we are truly sorry for our 
sins God is faithful to forgive. Peter 
repented and God forgave. The 
Lord still wanted him on his team.

Throughout the Bible great men 
have failed! Abraham lied about 
Sarah, David sinned with Bathshe-
ba, Jonah tried to refuse God’s will. 
These men all failed but after they 
repented they were back on board, 
back on the team. God sent Jesus 
to die for us so that we can be on 
his team. He died once and for all.
For Christ also hath once suffered 
for sins, the just for the unjust, that 
he might bring us to God, being 
put to death in the flesh, but quick-
ened by the Spirit:  (1 Peter 3:18)
Sometimes we think “I have failed 

so many times, and so often for the 
same cause! How could God bless 
me anymore?” But the wonderful 
truth is that God uses imperfect 
people to accomplish his perfect 
will. He uses flawed people to ac-
complish his flawless will. And if 
you’re willing to let Jesus have his 
way in your life, God will use you to 
be a blessing to others, just like he 
used Peter and the other apostles.

Ladies and gentlemen, we are 
human beings, just like Peter. We 
are all capable of failure, just like 
Peter. But God knows this. And 
even though we make mistakes, he 
still wants us on his team. He still 
has a place for us in this world. He 
wants to help you to be the best 
parent you can be, the best church 
worker you can be, the best person 
you can be. Even when you feel 
like giving up on yourself, God will 
never give up on you.
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By F. JAy PEARSOn

Mission to Kitale

Baton Rouge, Louisiana, USA

One Soldier Speaks:

I grew up in a rural area near a 
very small town in southern Indi-
ana, USA – rolling hills, deep valleys 
that my fellow “Hoosiers” (people 
of Indiana) and I call “hollers,” and 
farming plains with silos for a sky-
line. To think that this country boy 
would be traveling to Kenya, not 
once, but for the third time, to 
minister to God’s people... well, it’s 
still a mystery to me. I’m glad God 
is in charge, and that he directs our 
comings and goings when we are 
obedient to him.

Halfway to Africa from America, 
the layover in Amsterdam was a 
very refreshing visit. Tim’s friends 
and students from former class-
es, Mary Calpin and her daughter 
Shaunna and son Jamie, and neil 
and vivienne Bourke and their son 
Eoghan, made me feel a part of 
their families right away. They sent 
us on our way to Kenya with love 
and encouragement. For me this 
was not only a joy but also a confir-
mation that I was where I was sup-
posed to be.

From Amsterdam we flew to nai-
robi, Kenya, and from nairobi to the 
town of Kitale. Landing in a grassy 
field at the small airport in Kitale 
was exciting. It reminded me of the 
farmlands in southern Indiana –
open land with greens and browns 
cast about. Under the only tree in 
sight our friends Rev. John Robert 
Opio and Rev. Henry Musana from 
Uganda, and Pastor Godfrey Otagi 

of Kenya were waiting for us. We 
tossed our bags in the trunk of the 
Toyota and were on our way. As we 
dodged not a few potholes – using 
whichever side of the road that 
presented itself passable – I began 
to feel Africa seeping back into my 
heart. About fifty minutes later we 
drove through a smooth lawn and 
up to the door of our accommoda-
tions at the Bishop Muge Confer-
ence Center. It was perfect.

The seminar was held at the Elim 
Pentecostal Church in Kibagege, 
about a half mile down a dirt 
road. This was great for the morn-
ing walk to class. I enjoyed those 
walks – the fresh scenery cleared 
my head to receive prior to giving. 
God is great. The church pastor, 
Rev. John Karanja, is very humble 
and he treated us with respect and 
brotherly love. In turn I respect him 
as a true pastor of God’s people. 
He was watchful even as he shared 
his podium. He was ready to learn 
from others for his own sake and 
for his congregation. Thank you, 
Pastor, and your beautiful family.

The first day I presented my 
class, Questions Seldom Asked 
and Answers Seldom Heard. The 
audience was made up primarily 
of pastors of different denomina-
tions. They walked or hitched their 
way to class. I wonder how often 
I would be in church on Sunday 
morning if I had to walk miles to 
get there. These were faithful men 
and women. God and the twenty-
four students taught me more than 
I had ever grasped in this seminar 
before.

Tim’s seminar, In the Power of His 
Might, was truly inspiring, clear, 
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...the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.” (John 15:5)

and a solid teaching of the Rock 
he represents, Jesus our Lord. The 
pastors were thrilled with the clar-
ity of the Word, and I believe they 
will be able to teach others also. 
These seminars, taught as live pre-
sentations, have the potential to 
reach more of the faithful in Christ 
Jesus than any of the others with 
which I’ve been associated. 

I think that In the Power of His 
Might is a class that every Christian 
should hear at least once. I have 
had the privilege of sitting through 
many presentations of this semi-
nar. Each one added a different 
building block for my growth with 
the Father and his Son. Each time, I 
receive greater understanding. Live 
seminars are truly that – they are 
alive with the Word and the Holy 
Spirit at work in the classmates and 
presenters. It is not the teacher, 
but the Word of God instilled in his 
heart and the clarity with which he 
presents that truth that make these 
seminars a worthwhile event. 

Thanks again for every prayer 
lifted to God for this mission, and 
for your donations that make these 
missions possible. Thanks for your 
support of our families while we 
are away. you are so few, but you 
touch so many. Thank you, John 
Robert and Godfrey, for your labor 
of love. May God bless your fami-
lies abundantly. 

From one soldier and the humble 
Church in Kitale, Kenya, thanks to 
all supporters of WTWH for giving 
us this opportunity to share your 
heart with Africa. 

Dear Rev. Tim Sullivan,
Thank you for your wonderful 

and dynamic message you deliv-
ered in the Leaders’ Conference in 
Kitale, Kenya, from 27 September 
to 1 October, 2010. For over thirty 
years I have preached the Gospel 
of Christ, but I have had very little 
accomplishments. I did not discov-
er the problem until I heard your 
message on trusting God.

For many years I put my trust 
in foreign assistance and in men. 
you taught us from Jeremiah 2:13 
that God’s people had committed 
two sins – they had forsaken God 
and had dug their own cistern that 
cannot hold water; and that the 
worse curse on mankind was trust-
ing in man and not God (Jer. 17:5-
8). For many years I have walked 
on spiritual crutches because of my 
trust in man and on objects. In this 
conference I discovered that the 
truth alone would set me free. 

you challenged us that the first 
disciples of Christ never had facili-
ties like cars, radios, newspapers, 
Tv, etc, but used what God had 
given them to preach the Gospel 
and spread it abroad.

This conference has brought a 
turning point to my ministry and 
my lifestyle. I have now shifted my 
faith in man to God. Praise be to 
the name of God.

A Shift of Faith
By REv. PHILIP KHAOyA

Founder, Royal Evangelistic Ministries 
Kitale, Kenya



The Vine & BranchesPage 1� January �011

“I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him...

Every morning at about 4 AM I 
heard a rustling in the house where 
Tim and I were staying. The light 
of a flashlight bounced across the 
ceiling and faded with the rustling 
of feet, followed by the banging 
of a door. Soon I heard soft talk-
ing that lasted fifteen minutes or 
more. After this, the speaker re-
entered the house and, after a bit 
of settling, all would again grow 
quiet. After we departed Matebete 
I related my experience to our able 
helper and interpreter Evelyn and 
asked if she knew what was going 
on. With a gentle smile she told me 
that this was her mother, going out 
for her morning prayer.

It is this kind of quiet dedica-
tion that amazes and confronts 
me every time we minister among 
our Maasai friends. That the Lord 
would choose comparatively soft 
Americans to work with such dedi-
cated people is testimony to his 
ability to use the basest vessel that 
he alone should receive the glory. I 
am also reminded of the admoni-
tion to endure hardness as a good 
soldier of Jesus Christ.

On past trips I have had a difficult 
time gauging how well the people 
are receiving the message. I at-
tributed this to the language bar-
rier and the necessary use of an 
interpreter. now I think otherwise. 
Sometime before this trip, Tim en-
couraged me to prepare and de-
liver just as I would on any Sunday 
morning at our church. When I 

succeeded at simply being myself, 
the connection to the people pres-
ent was obvious and immediate. 
Ironically, the value of “being your-
self” is a message I have preached 
repeatedly.

Toward the end of our time in the 
village, Tim and I were given a tour 
of some areas of the village that we 
had not previously seen. I was un-
aware that Matebete village covers 
approximately 36 sq. km., and that 
the rim of the Great Rift valley runs 
right through their land, a feature 
that rewarded us with splendid 
vistas of the valley below. We also 
viewed the remains of several large 
pits dug with heavy equipment by a 
man who was searching for buried 
treasure. Tanzania’s old Mbeya 
Road used to run through this land. 
It saw use in World War I when 
the British and the Germans were 
battling in the area. When the Ger-
mans were forced to retreat, they 
are said to have buried a consider-
able treasure of gold, allegedly on 
Matebete’s land, a treasure which 
has never been found.

Though we did not find physical 
gold, our ministry to Matebete vil-
lage has revealed treasures of God-
ordained purpose. When Mate-
bete’s Maasai of all denominations 
unite under the banner of Christ 
alone, they become a beacon of 
light to their fellow Maasai far and 
wide, who in turn will be a beacon 
of light to their fellow Africans and 
beyond Africa. That we have a part 
to play in something so grand and 
dramatic is humbling and, at first 
blush, somewhat frightening, but 
is ultimately a testimony of God’s 
goodness, mercy, and power.

Mission to Matebete

By EvAn PyLE

TANZANIA
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...the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.” (John 15:5)

(Translated from Maa by Evelyn Paraboy Kaney)

First of all I would like to thank 
God, because we all know this sem-
inar has taught us great things. And 
I thank God for the servants of God 
who have taught us, Tim and Evan, 
and for the servants in Madungulu, 
Evelyn and Paulo. Because you all 
have been used in one way or an-
other to bring teachings to us, and I 
thank God for all of things that you 
have done. 

I have learned that God knows 
our needs better than we do. We 
were taught about prayer and 
healing. Praise the Lord. All of us 
in attendance are servants of God, 
and each person has his own place. 
Some are like a drinking glass, 
some are like a thermos for tea, 
and some are like a big cooking pot 
for the fire. We are all servants of 
God, and each person has a duty. I 
thank God for this.

One of the stories I like in the Bible 
is when Jesus told his disciples to 
get a donkey for his use. The Lord 
told the servant, “If people ask you 
where you are taking this donkey, 
tell them the Master needs the 
donkey.”

It is the same with Tim and Evan 
– it is God who has sent you here. 
And when God sent you, you did 
not say, “Oh, we are not going to 
go there!” you said, “Oh yes, we 
will go.” Just like the donkey. The 
donkey did not refuse to go be-
cause it was God who needed the 

donkey. The donkey listened, and 
you guys listened too.

It is the same for the seminar par-
ticipants.  We too have many things 
to do in our houses, but we had the 
chance to come and we came, so 
that the Son of God could use us. 
We too have not refused. All of us 
are servants. Praise God. 

Just Like the Donkey
By MERy KURUBAI

KORDUnI (Women’s Prayer Group) 
Madungulu village, Tanzania

Bwana Yesu Asifewe! (Praise the 
Lord). I want to thank God for the 
service that is happening among 
the Maasai. When this seminar 
was being prepared, Evelyn asked 
me to be the interpreter. I wrote to 
Tim and Evan that I was tempted to 
suggest topics for them to teach, 
but I decided to leave it to the Holy 
Spirit to lead them and us. Tim en-
couraged me to share my sugges-
tions, but again I repeated that it 
was better left in God’s hands.

After the seminar started, during 
our breaks between sessions, ev-
eryone would stand up and say, 
“Today, the teachings were really 
about me!” And I thank God for 
that. I was really happy that God 
was talking to people. I thought 
I knew people from Madungulu 
better than anyone else. But God 
knows us much better than I do. 

God Knows Us Best
By REv. PAULO KURUPASHI

Ilaasak Tenebo Oninye (WTWH–TZ) 
Madungulu village, Tanzania
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